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Members are warmly invited to attend the May General Meeting of the Epping Civic Trust, with two guest speakers.
General Meeting

Tuesday 19 May 2026, 7.30pm in the hall of the Church of Christ, Bridge St, Epping.

Light supper will be served from 7 pm before the meeting.

Agenda:

1. Welcome and Apologies
2. President’s Report

3. Guest Speakers

Assoc/Prof Riccardo Paolini, UNSW, Urban Climate in Western Sydney and its Mitigation.

"Urban overheating unfolds in multiple ways with cascading impacts across Western Sydney.

We will discuss the features of the local climate in the local government area of Parramatta and more broadly of Western Sydney, and
consider the impacts including on playground use. Then, we will address advanced materials for building energy efficiency and heat
mitigation, considering challenges in their application and potential benefits."

Dr Caragh Threlfall, Macquarie University, Evaluating innovative approaches to urban restoration.

"My research focusses on evaluating urban greening and habitat restoration approaches for native wildlife including insectivorous bats,
bees, butterflies and birds."

Report from the President, Judith Dawes » » » > b b >

I hope you have enjoyed the mild autumn weather, and that you were able to participate in some of the recent events
in our suburb including Anzac Day commemorations. Parramatta Council has started to hold events in Epping, such
as the recent Lunar New Year celebration, and monthly Friday night markets in Boronia Park.

After the excellent presentation at our February meeting by Peter Davies on the loss of our suburban backyards, |
was stimulated to learn more! The loss of suburban backyards across most cities in Australia can be attributed to a
number of factors, such as the increasing importance of homes as investments, which leads developers and owners
to try to maximize the size of the building on a given land area, and the loss of weekend leisure time to enjoy the
back yard, due to the long working week of the average Australian. Planning policy decisions have encouraged “infill”
development of existing low-density residential areas, increasing the housing density and reducing the need to build

new infrastructure on the city margins. Relatively wide streets, and the lack of tree cover, lead to severe urban heat
island effects in new developments.

Volunteers Needed

Epping Civic Trust Membership

& Donations

Epping Civic Trust Membership is by calendar year.
Please renew on the website to reduce administration.
www.eppingcivictrust.org/membership

The Trust depends on people volunteering, and without Members can alsq renew by mail with a cheque, or at
people stepping up to join the committee, the Trust will a Trust meeting with cash, or through your bank account
cease to exist. by EFT. (Please advise us by email that you have
There are vacancies on the Committee, so why not get renewed).
involved? . .

. . - o Donations: Thank you to the many members who give
Could you help with promaotional activities, submissions dditional donati to the Trust wh .
to Council, newsletter editing, minutes taking, meetings, adartional dona |0_ns 0 the Trust when renewing. .
tree committee. events. etc? You can donate via PayPal through the Donate section on
For more information, please email the website, by EFT or cheque.

eppingcivictrust@gmai|_Com WWW.eppingCiViCtrust.OI’g/donate-page
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Parramatta Council Heritage Review

The City of Parramatta Integrated Heritage Strategy: Our Shared histories, stories and places is a 10-year strategy for managing the
City of Parramatta’s heritage. It covers all heritage matters for which the Council has responsibility.

Consultants Artefact Heritage interviewed members of the Trust for a Thematic History Study. The Thematic History Study will
provide a broad historical context for understanding the patterns and forces that shaped the area over time while identifying locally

distinctive themes to structure the history of the area.

The history of the North Carlingford Shopping Centre and the Lees family

The history of the Lees Poultry Farm business located on the corner
of Pennant Parade and North Rocks Road, Epping, is a snapshot
of the ways in which the suburb has changed over the past century.
The farm is now the site of the North Carlingford Shopping Centre.

Helen (Nellie) Victoria
Edwards and Robert John
Lees were married at

St John’s Church Darlinghurst,
Sydney in 1916.

They built a home in
Lansdown Street, Eastwood.

Nellie and Robert's
Wedding

Their two daughters Nancye Irene Cutler and Helen Mary were born
in Eastwood. However, due to the economic depression, they lost
their home in Eastwood and moved to the five-acre property at 7
Pennant Parade Epping in 1929. There they started their Poultry
Farm business. They would have learned about poultry from their
relatives at Kimbriki near Taree. Robert always holidayed at Kimbriki
and loved the farm life, so starting a poultry farm was a dream come
true. They rented for two years and then purchased the property,
named “Woodleigh”.

The original poultry farm had a small house and various sheds
where Nellie and Robert commenced their poultry farm business.
The house was small, being of two rooms separated by a hall,
small kitchen and a veranda at the back of the house. Two rooms
were added to the front of the house and the L-shaped veranda
at the back was divided into four small rooms and a bathroom.
The property had brooding, laying and roosting sheds. The farm
was self-sufficient with a cow, mixed fruit and citrus trees, and
vegetables. Lucerne and corn were grown for the poultry. The
eggs were sold to the Egg Board and also privately to two shops in
Epping, Hamilton’s Grocery store and Moran ‘n Cato’s shop.

Nancye and Helen walked to the corner of Ray Road and Pennant
Parade to catch the bus (“The Butter Box”) into Epping. This bus,
owned by Mr Miles, ran on weekdays. Nancye attended Eastwood
Public School and then Homebush High School and Helen attended
Epping Public School and Hornsby High School. Nellie died in 1944
and Robert continued to work the property until his death in 1957.
Nancye married Sydney West and they lived in Epping. Helen
married Desmond Finch, a nurseryman with his business at 559
North Rocks Road, Carlingford, in 1947 and they lived with Robert,
helping to run the poultry farm. Desmond and his brother Bruce
worked their nursery and cut flower business at North Rocks Road.

Later the business was moved to Galston. With the death of Robert
in 1957, the Lees property was sold in 1960, and was subsequently
sub-divided into the business area becoming North Carlingford
Shops as well as fourteen house blocks.

Nancye and Helen
Lees

Helen and Desmond Finch lived in the original home. Wayne,
Jacqueline and Helen Desley, the grandchildren of Helen and
Robert Lees, were raised in the original home until Helen and
Desmond built a new home in 1970 on the block beside the older
house, still on the original site of the farm. Desmond died in 1990
and Helen died in 2006. Nancye died in 2019 at the age of 99
years.

The North Carlingford Shopping Centre is on the corner of the five-
acre poultry farm site. Locals may remember the fantastic bonfires
on the site. For weeks leading up to Cracker night, Wayne, Jacqui
and the local children would drag timber, trees, tyres and anything
that was combustible to build the bonfire. Great fun was had,
building the bonfire and dividing and storing crackers and rockets
under beds (!) Malcolm (Mac) MacDonald and his wife Edna had
the poultry farm on the site of Casben Close. Mac joined in the
bunger (fireworks) fights. Once, someone managed to put a bunger
in the pocket of Mac's jacket and blew the pocket and the side of his
jacket off!

Jacqueline says “Looking back on my childhood I still can see

the open fields, dirt roads with high blackberry bushes arching
Plympton Road, and limited cars on the roads allowing children to
ride their bikes without any concern...The surrounding farms were
soon sub-divided and the housing boom came to the Carlingford
area.”

The North Carlingford shops were built in two stages. The Stage 1
shops were built by Edward Poulton. Listed from West to East:

a) Ampol Service Station owned by the Rothwell Family. This
changed to the Fruit Shop owned by Sam, Julie and Roy Marzano
and is now Carlingford Car Care Service Station owned by Ron
Engel.

b) The Newsagency, Post Office and Commonwealth Bank Agency,
now Swimart Pool Shop. Elva Denny managed the Newsagency
and Post Office. Helen Finch and Edna MacDonald worked at the
Post Office until it was sold in 1984. Kevin Kench took over the
newsagency in the late ‘70’s and then John and Beth Redpath
bought the business in 1984 and it was moved to Stage 2.

¢) Green Grocer Shop originally owned by Mr and Mrs Lopez.
Sam, Julie and Roy Marzano later purchased the business and
re-arranged the shop into small aisles so that you served yourself
leading up to the till, as is common today in most grocery shops.
The Marzanos moved their business to Beecroft. The original
Green grocer shop in Stage 1 is now Chickensalt the fish, chip and
hamburger takeaway.
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d) The Hardware Shop, then became a florist run by Maureen Pennant Hills Rd
Masterman, Beautiful Blossoms and then Blooming Day Floral, now Carlingford
open as Communion Café. Development
e) Warman's Grocery shop became Jewels and moved to the Stage is progressing
2 building. The shop then became a Cake and Pie Shop owned
by Alan Booth. David’s Cakes is owned by David William, who
commenced his apprenticeship here and has owned the business
since 1992.

f) Butcher Shop, now Websters Gourmet Meat owned by Sarah and

Construction of the Meriton apartment buildings on Pennant Hills
Duncan Webster.

Rd Carlingford is well underway, with completion in late 2027

g) Poulton’s Pharmacy owned by Edward Poulton, now Carlingford or early 2028. Some amendments to the original DA have been
North Pharmacy, owned by Simon Greville. made, with approval pending.

Stage 2 Shops from West to East: - Our latest information is:-

h) At the end of the walkway was a Dental Surgery owned by ® 7 x 29 storey towers and up to 700 luxury apartments,

Eugene Irvin to 1981. The business moved to Orchard Road. including some with 4 bedrooms, and up to 600 car spaces

It was sold to Izzy Fedora in 2010, and operates as Orchard Dental. * Southern entry/exit via Lloyd Ave, with traffic lights planned

i) Dress shop and haberdashery is now a Newsagency, for the Evans Rd/ Lloyd Ave/ Pennant Hills Rd intersection, and
Commonwealth Bank Agency and Australia Post, managed by northern entry/exit via Shirley St with no entry/exit via Pennant
Parveen Sharma. Hills Rd

j) Jewels Groceries (relocated from the Stage 1) is now Rossi's ® A new precinct featuring a central park, community centre and
Fresh Grocer owned by Stephen and Amanda Rossi. Stephen grew public library, child care centre and retail plaza including cafes,
up in the area, and his grandparents lived in Coverdale Street. supermarket, and office space

k) The end shop was a Doctors Surgery, Pool Shop and now Many residents are concerned about the potential increased
The Liquor Central Carlingford Shop. traffic flowing from this development to already congested bottle
[) Dr Ken Lau commenced the Family Medical Practice at necks at the intersections of Pennant Hills Rd and Carlingford
73 Orchard Road, Beecroft and then moved to 2 Plympton Road, Rd, and Carlingford Rd and Beecroft Rd. Carlingford is already
opposite the shopping centre. overcrowded, with a population of some 30,000 people, and
Traffic increased, becoming more dangerous. Cars from Plympton it suffers from the lack of efficient public transport connectivity
Rd and from North Rocks Rd passed through the area with people between Carlingford station and Epping station. Route 550 is
crossing back and forth across the road to the shops. Hornsby the only regular bus service between Parramatta and Macquarie
Council eventually reconstructed the parking area as it is today. Park via Carlingford and Epping. While it offers 54 listed services
The lane at the back of the shops has now been named Lees Lane. each way each day, it is grossly overcrowded in peak times and
The shopping centre is now an extremely busy, well-run centre, gets delayed in the traffic on Carlingford Rd towards Epping
providing an excellent service centre that the area could not do station. This is one reason why Carlingford residents are often
without. Wayne, Helen Desley, and Jacqueline still live on or nearby reliant on cars (Carlingford's average vehicle ratio per household
the original property. is 1.8). The Trust has previously made representations, including

to the Transport Minister’s Chief of Staff, to improve the situation,

Source: Jacqueline Irvin, Wayne Finch and Helen Desley Lamond, .
but to no avail!

April 2026.

Deputy Mayor and Councillor Councillor Verity Greenwood
Useful Charles Chen Phone: 0402 444 456

Phone: 0497 376 547 c¢/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,
CO ntaCtS c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32, Hornsby NSW 1630
Members who have concerns Parramatta NSW 2124 vgreenwood@hornsby.nsw.gov.au
cchen@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au .
Councillor Ben McSweeney

about issues in Epping can C illor C Macl

contact the Trust through our P&lﬂlg.cc;42%rl4fﬂ5emn aclean Phone: 0423 411 928

email or website. You may also cl- Cily-of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32 ¢/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,

! ' Hornsby NSW 1630

wish to raise concerns with our Parramatta NSW 2124 bmcsweeney@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

elected representatives listed cmaclean@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

below! Councillor Sreeni Pillamarri
Phone: 0499 116 664
c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,
Parramatta NSW 2124
spillamarri@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Matthew Conley
Phone: 0432 835 120

c¢/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,
Hornsby NSW 1630
mconley@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Member for Epping, Monica Tudehope Member for Bennelong, Jerome Laxale
Suite 303, level 3, 51 Rawson St, Epping 32 Beecroft Rd, Epping
Phone: 9877 0266 Email: epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au Phone: 9869 4288 Email: Jerome.Laxale.MP@aph.gov.au

Member for Berowra, Julian Leeser Member for Parramatta, Andrew Charlton
Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Rd, Pennant Hills Suite 1/ 25 Smith St Parramatta
Phone: 9980 1822 Email: Julian.Leeser.MP@aph.gov.au Phone: 9689 1455 Email: Andrew.Charlton.MP@aph.gov.au
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Mr Julian Leeser,
Federal MP for Berowra

Epping continues to shine as a vibrant and

welcoming community, with a rich cultural

life that brings people together.

Over the past month, | was pleased to

attend several wonderful local celebrations

showcasing strong community spirit.

The City of Parramatta’s Lunar New Year event at Boronia Park
drew a large and enthusiastic crowd, reflecting the diversity of
our community. | also attended G’Day Neighbour’s Harmony
Week event, where | had the privilege to speak about the shared
values that underpin our multicultural success, celebrating the
theme “Everyone Belongs” as residents from many backgrounds
came together. Congratulations to all the organisations and
volunteers who made these events such a success.

<

Julian Lesser MP
celebrating with
performers at the inaugral
Lunar New Year event
held in Boronia Park,
Epping.

Volunteers Needed

Could you help
with promotional
activities,
submissions to
Council, newsletter
editing, minutes
taking, meetings,
tree committee,

For more information, please email
events, etc?

eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

Ms Monica Tudehope,
State MP for Epping

As we approach the 2026 Budget, | will

be writing to the Treasurer to request

funding for priorities across Epping,

including any necessary contributions to

the Epping Town Centre Master plan,

additional public transport services, and

a commitment to replacing the lift on Beecroft Rd. If you have
other priorities for funding from the Budget, you can email them
to me at epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au

In other updates, negotiations between Parramatta Council and
the NSW Government regarding funding for Dence Park Pool
remain ongoing and | am working behind the scenes to secure
the best outcome for our community.

Clir Charles Chen,
City of Parramatta Council

Tree Removal on Oxford Street.

Recently, some residents have raised

concerns about tree removal on Oxford

Street in Epping. These removals are part

of the Epping Town Centre upgrade to

enable new streetscape construction.

The removed trees had reached their growth limits, and will be
replaced with larger 400L trees to ensure better long-term health
and streetscape vibrancy.

For any questions or further information, residents are welcome
to contact Charles Chen at cchen@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
or 0497 376 547

Lest We
Forget

Many people
joined Anzac
commemorations in
Epping this year.

Anzac statue in
Boronia Park,
Epping

EPP'NG C|V|C TRUST Proposed Meeting dates for 2026

PRESIDENT: Judith Dawes

P.O. BOX 271, Epping 1710
Website: www.eppingcivictrust.org
Email: eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

General Meetings

Tuesday 18 August 2026 and

17 November, 2026

at the Church of Christ Hall, 31 Bridge St, Epping.




