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Annual General Meeting

Members are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting of the Epping Civic Trust, followed by a General Meeting
with two guest speakers.

Tuesday 17 February 2026, 7.30pm in the hall of the Church of Christ, Bridge St, Epping.
Light supper will be served from 7 pm before the meeting.

Notice is hereby given for the 2026 Annual General Meeting.

Agenda:

Welcome and Apologies

Confirmation of the Minutes of 2025 Annual General Meeting

Business Arising from the Minutes

President’s Report

Treasurer’s Report

Election of 2025 Committee (Chaired by Mr Ross Walker, President Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust)
Any other business
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Copies of the 2025 Annual General Meeting Minutes, 2025 Annual Report, and 2025 Audit report will be available at
the meeting, or by request before the meeting.

The Trust depends on people volunteering, and without people stepping up to join the committee, the Trust will
cease to exist. There are vacancies for the Committee at the AGM, so why not get involved? Could you help with
book keeping, banking, accounts, promotional activities, submissions to Council, newsletter editing, minutes taking,
meetings, tree committee, etc? For more information, please email eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

Committee nominations will be taken in advance or at the meeting.

General meeting —we welcome two guest speakers:

Prof Peter Davies, Macquarie University: “Where have all the trees gone? The cumulative impact of suburban
redevelopment”

Billie Moran, City of Parramatta Council: “Bushcare”

Report from the President, Judith Dawes

The Heritage Conservation Areas in Epping and Eastwood were created in the 1990’s by Parramatta Council, promoted

by the Epping Civic Trust and former Clir Lorraine Wearne. The attractive leafy streetscape and heritage facades of many
homes in these areas of Epping are now under threat. The loss of street trees is particularly concerning during heat waves,
as the streets become too hot for walking, discouraging people from being active.

The Trust joined the Better Planning Network to lobby against recent State government amendments of the NSW
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, which combine many recent planning policy changes into one piece of
legislation to “streamline” development. For example, these amendments remove the opportunity for State government
agencies (including the Rural Fire Service, Transgrid, Ausgrid, Sydney Water, Heritage NSW, Transport for NSW, and
the Environment Protection Authority) to review “low impact” development applications with regard to bushfire risk,
contamination of waterways, heritage, and other issues. This legislation was passed with bipartisan support.

Epping, Carlingford, and North Epping residents are fortunate to have nearby walking trails such as the Terry’s Creek Walk
and the Great North Walk. The bushland in our suburbs needs protecting: perhaps you could volunteer as a bush carer?
Please come to our February meeting to learn about the achievements of the volunteer bush carers in our area. Another
valuable contribution is to join a Clean Up Australia team on Sunday March 1. A team will be operating at Terry’s Creek —
meet at Vimeira Park opposite 120 Essex St Epping starting at 10.30 am (coordinated and catered by the Rotary Clubs

of Epping and Macquarie Park). Another team will clean up Boronia Park starting at 9.30 am — meet inside the park at the
Bridge St entry (coordinated by local residents). See the Cleanup website to register and find out more.
https://www.cleanup.org.au/get-involved/




} Update from Parramatta Council

Epping Town Centre Master Plan

At its December 2025 meeting, Parramatta Council shared its
vision for Epping. Guided by the Epping Community Infrastructure
Analysis, Council is committed to shaping a vibrant future for
Epping with new facilities that bring people together. Council is
planning a new aquatic centre and indoor recreation facility in West
Epping and Carlingford, and a modern community hub and library in
Rawson St (see the Epping Town Centre Masterplan in the Trust's
August 2025 newsletter).

Epping Aquatic Centre

The Epping Aquatic Centre was closed in April 2024, for significant
planned refurbishments. In December, Council voted to formally
close out the Epping Aquatic Centre Refurbishment Project at
Dence Park, because the cost of refurbishing Dence Park Pool

far exceeded the budget of $26.8M and was not considered to be
value for money given the site constraints, asset degradation, and
rising construction costs. After much lobbying by residents and local
groups, Parramatta Council has acknowledged the need for an
aquatic facility for the Epping community, now and into the future.
Council is now working towards reopening the Epping Aquatic
Centre.

Council voted to proceed with minimum renewal works of the Dence
Park Pool, subject to approval of funds from the State Government's
Stronger Communities Fund. This includes refurbishment of the
50m and toddler pools, new plant, internal paint and minor external
works. These works should extend the useful life of the current
facility by up to ten years, and Council aims to reopen the facility for
the 2027 spring season. Council will also prepare a concept design,
business case and feasibility study for new long-term aquatic and
indoor recreation facilities across two locations at West Epping Park
and Cox Park.

Once the new aquatic centre is built, Council committed to retaining
Dence Park as public open space for everyone. The vision is for
Dence Park to be a vibrant recreational precinct, with outdoor
courts, youth infrastructure and rehabilitation of the pool into natural
parkland. This will progress following the capital funding approval of
the long-term aquatic facility.

Council will also prepare a concept design and business case for

a modern community hub and expanded library at the Rawson

Devlin's Creek from the book History of Epping
by Walter Hazelwood

on Epping Infrastructure Plans

St carpark. The Trust would like to learn more about Council’s
plans for the Pembroke St site, which currently hosts the library
and community spaces. The business case and feasibility study
will consider the sequencing of infrastructure within the Epping
Community Infrastructure Analysis, with a budget allocation of
$510,000 split over FY27 and FY28 from the general reserve to
support this work. The Trust will monitor progress on this vision.

Public Pools in Parramatta Local Government Area

Australia has over 2,100 publicly accessible swimming pools,
averaging one pool per 12,000 people. But in the City of Parramatta
Council area, there are over 260,000 residents for one public
aquatic centre at Parramatta Park. The accessibility of public pools
matters for children learning to swim, and pools enable residents to
cool off during a heat wave!

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-03-06/local-swimming-pool-end-
of-life-australia-crisis/103523052

Where to swim in Epping?

Before the Dence Park Aquatic Centre was built, locals swam in
water holes along Devlin’s Creek, Terry's Creek, Ray’s Creek, and
the Eastwood Lakes (now the site of the Eastwood sports oval).
They also swam in the tidal baths in the Parramatta River near
Meadowbank. Some drownings in the 1950’s at Brown’s Waterhole
(near the junction of Terry’s Creek and Devlin’s Creek) prompted
calls for a safer swimming pool in Epping.

Dence Park was originally part of the estate of J Hunter
Stephenson, and John Dence acquired the property in 1902. Mr
Dence was a prominent citizen, choirmaster of St Alban’s Church
and keen member of the Dramatic Society. His home, later
converted to a restaurant, is now the Epping Creative Centre. In
1953, Hornsby Council purchased some of the land for a pool.
The Dence Park Aquatic Centre opened in 1960. It cost $160,000,
funded by Hornsby Council and the Eastwood Epping War Memorial
Olympic Pool citizens’ committee. In 1986, the 55 ft pool was
lengthened to the 50-m Olympic standard. A pool for learn-to-swim
classes was added in 2001 by Hornsby Council.

Source: An ABC of Epping, by Alex McAndrew.

Trust
Membership

& Donations

www.eppingcivictrust.org/donate-page

Epping Civic Trust Membership is by calendar year.

Please renew on the website to reduce administration. www.eppingcivictrust.org/membership
Members can also renew by mail with a cheque, or at a Trust meeting with cash, or through your bank account by EFT.
(Please advise us by email that you have renewed).

Donations: Thank you to the many members who give additional donations to the Trust when renewing.
You can donate via PayPal through the Donate section on the website, by EFT or cheque.




What is a Heritage Conservation Area?

A heritage conservation area (HCA) is an area recognised and
valued for its special historical and aesthetic character. Features
that contribute to the heritage significance of a HCA include the
architectural style of buildings, fences, trees and gardens.
Parramatta Council has identified a number of HCA's in Epping and
Eastwood in its Local Environmental Plan. The HCA's have legal
standing on what changes can be made to buildings, greenery,
street furniture and street trees in order to preserve the unique
character of the place for the benefit of future generations. In
Epping the HCA's are:

< Boronia Avenue Heritage Conservation Area

» Eastwood/Epping Heritage Conservation Area

» Wyralla Avenue Heritage Conservation Area

» East Epping Heritage Conservation Area

» Essex Street (Epping) Heritage Conservation Area

« Rosebank Avenue (Epping) Heritage Conservation Area

* Beecroft-Cheltenham Heritage Conservation Area

(areas of bushland only)
Heritage provisions do not prevent change, but are intended to
guide day-to-day maintenance including gardening, cleaning,
painting of interiors and exterior timber details. With a heritage
listing, owners can access heritage grants from the Council, and
obtain free advice from Council’s Heritage Advisor for renovations
to improve the heritage value of a property. For more information,
contact Council’s Land Use Planning Team on (02) 9806 5093 or
(02) 9806 5730
A map of Heritage Conservation Areas is available: https://www.
cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/1/publications/
planning-harmonisation/mapping/heritage-map-sheet.pdf See
pages 15 - 16.

Parramatta Council Heritage Review

Heritage items can be significant at the Local, State, National, or
UNESCO World Heritage level. The criteria to assess an item’s
heritage significance are:

Useful
Contacts

Members who have concerns
about issues in Epping can
contact the Trust through our
email or website. You may also
wish to raise concerns with our
elected representatives listed
below.

Charles Chen
Phone: 0497 376 547

Parramatta NSW 2124

Phone: 0422 141 415

Parramatta NSW 2124

Phone: 0499 116 664

c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,

Parramatta NSW 2124

spillamarri@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

Member for Epping, Monica Tudehope
Suite 303, level 3, 51 Rawson St, Epping
Phone: 9877 0266 Email: epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Member for Berowra, Julian Leeser
Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Rd, Pennant Hills
Phone: 9980 1822 Email: Julian.Leeser.MP@aph.gov.au

Deputy Mayor and Councillor

c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,

cchen@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Cameron Maclean

c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,

* Historic significance
¢ Historical association

Aesthetic/creative/technical achievement
 Social, cultural, and spiritual

¢ Research potential

* Rare

¢ Representative

Council has endorsed a Comprehensive Heritage Review for the
City of Parramatta Local Government Area. Parramatta’s heritage
is of exceptional value and the purpose of the Review is to update
Council’'s heritage planning and management framework. Council
sought feedback from the community on heritage items or heritage
conservation areas to be added or modified; emerging heritage
themes; opportunities and challenges for heritage preservation
and protection; and specific studies to be undertaken within the
Comprehensive Heritage Review. Council will review the community
feedback and prepare a draft Integrated Heritage Strategy. Further
feedback will be requested before any changes to planning
controls are made. The Trust will monitor progress on the Review,
particularly in relation to Heritage Conservation Areas.

https://participate.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/heritage-review

Councillor Verity Greenwood
Phone: 0402 444 456

c¢/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,
Hornsby NSW 1630
vgreenwood@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Ben McSweeney
Phone: 0423 411 928

c¢/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,
Hornsby NSW 1630
bmcsweeney@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

cmaclean@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Sreeni Pillamarri

Councillor Matthew Conley
Phone: 0432 835 120

c¢/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,
Hornsby NSW 1630
mconley@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Member for Bennelong, Jerome Laxale
32 Beecroft Rd, Epping
Phone: 9869 4288 Email: Jerome.Laxale.MP@aph.gov.au

Member for Parramatta, Andrew Charlton
Suite 1/ 25 Smith St Parramatta
Phone: 9689 1455 Email: Andrew.Charlton.MP@aph.gov.au
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Dr Andrew Charlton,
Federal MP for Parramatta.

Epping is special because of its strong

sense of community. It's a privilege to

represent a place where residents are so

engaged about the suburb’s future, and

| always enjoy meeting residents to

understand what issues matter most.

Work is underway to widen Epping Bridge to ease congestion,
reduce travel times and improve road safety, alongside advocacy
to Transport for NSW for the replacement of the station lifts. I'm
also focused on access to quality healthcare, with more bulk
billing GPs and stronger support being delivered for seniors

and carers. Finally, I'm committed to tackling crime by working
with police and local organisations through scam awareness
workshops, increased CCTV, and improved lighting, seeking to
keep Epping safe, accessible, and green, and ensuring it remains
the special place it is for generations to come.

Mr Julian Leeser,
Federal MP for Berowra

Leading up to and following the federal

election, I've doorknocked thousands of

Epping residents and held numerous

street stalls. One issue consistently raised

is car parking, as it's essential to keeping

Epping accessible for residents and local

businesses. | recently launched a petition calling for more car
parking and will continue to advocate for this issue on behalf
of the community. Residents are also interested in the Epping
Town Centre Master Plan, which I'm sure will continue to
shape discussions at Trust meetings. | encourage everyone
to get involved, be part of the process, and thank you for your
commitment to the Epping community.

Scan the QR Code

for the car parking
petition

Trust Membership & Donations

Epping Civic Trust Membership is by calendar year.

Please renew on the website to reduce administration. www.
eppingcivictrust.org/membership

Members can also renew by mail with a cheque, or at a Trust
meeting with cash, or through your bank account by EFT. (Please
advise us by email that you have renewed).

Donations: Thank you to the many members who give additional
donations to the Trust when renewing.

You can donate via PayPal through the Donate section on the
website, by EFT or cheque.
www.eppingcivictrust.org/donate-page

Reports from Elected Representatives

Ms Monica Tudehope,
State MP for Epping

Since becoming the Member for Epping,

one of my main priorities for Epping has

been to be an advocate for balancing

sensible development and planning with

opportunities for more families and

young people to achieve home ownership.

In 2026, | want to ensure the Dence Park Pool and Epping Town
Centre upgrades progress as planned. | will also be looking to
protect our green spaces and playgrounds, and | will be running
a campaign to identify and fight for improvements to traffic hot
spots and dangerous intersections. You can keep up to date with
my campaign on my Facebook page @MonicaTudehopeMP.
And finally, still fighting for the Epping lift to be replaced — you
can sign my petition here:

Clir Dr Verity Greenwood,
Hornsby Shire Council

North Epping Oval Fitness Trail is now open. The North Epping
Oval Fitness Trail, on the northern side of North Epping Oval,
was opened in December, 2025. When plans for the Trail were
first exhibited, local community support was strong but there were
environmental, traffic and streetscape concerns in relation to the
proposed footpath component on Malton Rd and Woodridge Ave,
which are both cul-de-sacs. Hornsby Council listened, and the
new Trail combines a pedestrian circuit path around the north
and east sides of the Oval, footpaths along sections of Beck St
and Downes St linking to the existing Lane Cove National Park
walking trail and a fitness station on the northern side of the oval.

North Epping Oval Fitness Trail

EPP|NG C|V|C TRUST Proposed Meeting dates for 2026

PRESIDENT: Judith Dawes

P.O. BOX 271, Epping 1710
Website: www.eppingcivictrust.org
Email: eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

General Meetings
Tuesday 19 May 2026, 18 August 2026,

17 November, 2026
at the Church of Christ Hall, 31 Bridge St, Epping.




