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The Trust seeks to represent the interests of residents: lobbying on policy, making submissions on development 
applications, working with local councillors and responding to members. Key concerns of the Trust in 2025 were: 
Policy Submissions to Council, NSW State and Federal Governments: Much of the Trust’s activity with 
Parramatta Council in 2025 has concerned the Epping (West) Town Centre Master Plan. Council planning staff 
engaged in extensive community consultations to develop this plan. The plan is currently waiting on a traffic study to 
assess the implications of the plan to make Rawson St a pedestrian-friendly shopping and restaurant precinct, with a 
proposed Library and Civic Place development on the site of Boronia Grove. The plan also substantially increases the 
permitted heights for residential apartments in the Town Centre. The traffic from Rawson St will be re-directed to other 
local streets, as well as onto Beecroft Rd. Many buses currently stop on Rawson St to pick up and set down 
passengers, but the Master Plan assumes these buses will only stop on Beecroft Rd. After the Epping Railway Bridge 
widening is completed (by 2030) traffic volumes on Beecroft Rd and Bridge St are expected to increase substantially, 
and by then, traffic solutions will be desperately needed!  The Trust continues to lobby our elected representatives 
concerning the lack of open green recreational space in Epping. We regularly remind our elected representatives that 
the Epping Bowling Club site next to Forest park remains closed to the public, although zoned for public recreation.   
Development Applications: The Trust made a number of submissions on development applications in Epping, North 
Epping and Carlingford, from single dwellings in Heritage Conservation Areas to major residential towers in the Epping 
and Carlingford Town Centres. Each year, the Trust analyses many DAs, to assess whether to make a submission. 
The pace of dual-occupancy developments on the western side of the railway line has continued.  
Meetings: For the May Federal election, the Epping Civic Trust combined with Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust to 
collate candidates’ responses to questions, and thus present their cases to voters in the electorates of Berowra and 
Parramatta. The Trust hosted a meeting with Parramatta Council Staff to provide feedback on the Epping Town 
Centre Master Plan. Attendees at general meetings enjoyed a fantastic list of speakers, including: Bruce Jacob, 
“Presenting Epping Rotary Club”; Cheryl Bates OAM, National Trust, “Advocating for Parramatta’s Heritage”; Jan 
Primrose & Phillip Ruddock, “Introducing the Better Planning Network”; Julian Leeser, MP, Member for Berowra, 
“Introducing your local Federal MP”; Alistair Sproul, UNSW, “Towards 100%+ clean energy for Australia”; Bev 
Debrincat, Habitat Network, “Small Bird Habitat Corridors”; and Ross Walker, Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust 
“Update on the M2RAG”.  
Tree protection: The Trust’s Tree Subcommittee continues to lobby against indiscriminate tree removal, with 
submissions to Parramatta and Hornsby Councils concerning Development Applications and street trees. The 
destruction of mature tree canopy in Epping is rapidly causing our leafy suburb to disappear.  
Infrastructure: Preliminary works for the Epping railway bridge widening project have been completed. There is a 
proposal to close the northern end of High St to improve access for cyclists and pedestrians crossing the bridge. The 
Trust awaits confirmation that Council will direct funding to refurbish the Dence Park Pool for local residents as a 
temporary (10-year timescale) measure while Council plans a major indoor sports complex and aquatic centre 
development elsewhere in Epping or Carlingford.  
Trust governance and membership: Trust membership was stable in 2025, with some new members joining. In 
2026, we hope to offer more activities and events to attract new members. Membership funds (renewals and 
donations) are sufficient to meet outgoings, and the fraction of income through donations remains strong. Please see 
the Treasurer’s Report for more information. The Trust particularly thanks all members who gave a donation as well as 
the regular fee – that money is invaluable to support our operations.  
Events: The Trust was represented at a number of events during the year. These included Harmony Day, hosted by 
Cllr Charles Chen at the Epping RSL Club, Parramatta Lord Mayors Business Forum, hosted by Lord Mayor Cllr 
Martin Zaiter at Parramatta Town Hall, an Epping Rotary Club dinner meeting featuring a talk by the Epping Civic 
Trust President, and the 60th Anniversary of the Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust, celebrated with High Tea at 
Cheltenham Recreation Club.   
Thank You: To everyone who has made submissions, attended meetings, contributed to the subcommittees, 
delivered newsletters and flyers, and voiced support on Facebook – thank you. To the Committee – our Treasurer, 
Kate Yan, and committee members Mike Moffatt, Maggie Hughes, John Whealy, John Philippi, Edwina Chappel, 
Henryk Kraszewski, and Marianne Kraszewski (Tree Committee) – my sincere appreciation and thanks for your help. 
In addition, many thanks to our honorary auditor Michael Brinsden, and Jane Buchan who capably designs and lays 
out our quarterly newsletter pro bono.  

PO BOX 271, EPPING 1710 

 


