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The Trust seeks to represent the interests of residents: lobbying on policy, making submissions on development 
applications, working with local councillors and responding to members. Key concerns of the Trust in 2024 were: 
Policy Submissions to Council, NSW State and Federal Governments: At Federal level, the electoral commission 
announced new boundaries for Bennelong, Berowra and Parramatta. The Trust made a submission to keep the whole 
of Epping within the boundaries of one electorate, however we are now split between 3 Federal electorates.  At State 
level, the main policy developments concerned housing supply. The Trust’s submission about the Low and Mid Rise 
Housing Policy argued that the policy had been rushed and did not consider local context appropriately. The Trust’s 
submission to the Independent Toll Review sought to reduce through traffic on Epping Rd by adjusting the tolls on the 
M2. We await decisions on these items. In 2023, the Council wrote a Harmonised Development Control Plan (DCP). 
Some recommendations from the Trust’s submission on this DCP, including the definition of “a tree”, were 
subsequently adopted in the final Plan.  In late 2023, the Trust made a submission to Council concerning nine local 
traffic issues that had been identified by Trust members. Unfortunately, the Council’s written response did not promise 
any specific actions to address the issues raised. In December 2024, the Trust Committee met with City of Parramatta 
Council staff regarding preparation of a new Town Centre Master Plan, which will be developed during 2025.  
Development Applications: The Trust made a number of submissions on development applications in Epping and 
surrounds, from single dwellings in Heritage Conservation Areas to major residential towers in the Epping and 
Carlingford Town Centres. Each year, the Trust analyses many DAs, and assess whether to make a submission. The 
pace of dual-occupancy developments on the western side of the railway line has continued.  
Meetings: In September, Epping Civic Trust combined with Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust to invite all candidates 
for the City of Parramatta Council to present their cases to voters. Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust hosted a similar 
meeting for the Hornsby Shire Council candidates. In other general meetings our speakers were: Prof Sebastian 
Pfautsch (Western Sydney University) on Urban planning and green space; Cllr Justin Li (Ryde Council), on Humans 
of Eastwood; Federal Member for Bennelong, Jerome Laxale, and Cllrs Lorraine Wearne and Cameron Maclean. The 
Trust paid tribute to Cllr Wearne, on her retirement from the City of Parramatta Council after 29 years.  
Tree protection: The Trust’s Tree Subcommittee continues to lobby against indiscriminate tree removal. The Trust 
made a submission expressing its concern about Council’s decision to decrease its goal for mature tree canopy target 
from 40% by 2050 to 30% by 2050, in contravention of the NSW State Government tree canopy goals. The Council’s 
own data show decreases in tree canopy across the whole LGA including in Epping, North Epping and Carlingford. 
The destruction of mature tree canopy in Epping is rapidly causing our leafy suburb to disappear. The Trust continues 
to lobby our elected representatives concerning the lack of open green recreational space in Epping. Sadly the Epping 
Bowling Club site next to Forest park remains closed to the public.  
Infrastructure: The Trust made a submission on the Epping railway bridge widening project, arguing that that this 
project will not solve Epping’s local traffic woes. However, work is proceeding. The City of Parramatta Council is 
currently writing a Master Plan for the Epping Town Centre west of the railway line. The Trust will contribute where 
possible to this Plan. 
Trust governance and membership: Trust membership remained static in 2024, with some new members making 
up for members who left the area. In 2025, we hope to offer new activities and events. The membership funds 
(renewals and donations) are sufficient to meet outgoings, and the fraction of income through donations remains 
strong. Please see the Treasurer’s Report for more information. The Trust particularly thanks all members who gave a 
donation as well as the regular fee – that money is invaluable to support our operations.  
Events: In March, the Trust participated in a Community Event organised by Ray Park Heritage Group at Hazlewood 
Rose Park, with participation by many community organisations. It was a pleasure to share the activities of the Trust 
with members of the community, what a great day!! 
Thank You: To everyone who has made submissions, attended meetings, contributed to the subcommittees, 
delivered newsletters and flyers, and voiced support on Facebook – thank you. To the Committee – Secretary, Dave 
Black, Treasurer, Leo Hart, and Mike Moffatt, Maggie Hughes, John Whealy, John Philippi, Edwina Chappel, and 
Henryk Kraszewski – my sincere appreciation and thanks for your help. My deepest gratitude to Leo Hart, who 
stepped down as Treasurer, and to Dave Black, who is stepping down as Secretary.   In addition, many thanks to our 
honorary auditor Michael Brinsden, and Jane Buchan who designs our quarterly newsletter pro bono.  
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