
 

 

 

2021 Annual Report 

2021 was, again, a year of disruption due to COVID-19. The long mid-year lockdown, and restrictions on 
movement highlighted how important public open space is to residents. The parks, outdoor courts and 
bushland areas in and around Epping were heavily utilised by residents enjoying daily exercise. Many 
residents discovered new parts of our suburb, whilst bush paths and tracks started to show wear and tear. It 
was clear that residents in the new unit blocks especially cherished areas they could get outside – never has 
Forest Park been so popular.  

The Trust continued to represent the interests of residents – both in lobbying on policy, making submissions 
on development applications, working with local councillors and responding to members. Two meetings were 
held in person, and two over Zoom.  

Key issues during the year that the Trust addressed were: 

Development Applications: The Trust made submissions on a wide range of applications, or responded to 
existing applications as they passed through the various stages of approval. We spoke at Planning Panel 
meetings (virtually, which was not a good way to conduct public review). Each year, the Trust makes at least 
50 written or verbal submissions to applications at various stages. This work needs a small team who can put 
in the time and develop expertise, and the Trust needs more volunteers to undertake this valuable work.  

On the eastern side of the railway line, the huge Langston development drew close to completion by year end. 
As the hoarding comes down, locals can now see the new streetscapes and public areas. The biggest 
concern now is the tenancy of the large number of retail outlets – empty areas will drag the area down and not 
give it the launch it needs to become a vibrant residential zone. It is a worry that there is no confirmation of a 
key grocery/supermarket anchor tenant.  

The pace of dual occupancy developments on the western side of the railway line sped up as people attempt 
to get a DA prior to a new LEP being passed which will remove this option for most of the suburb. This whole 
LEP process has taken two years, and the final plan was passed by Council in June but languishes in the 
Department of Planning. This delay is reprehensible as it has brought forward a rush to develop. 

The other major DAs of the year were for renovations at Epping West Public School, and the plans for a new 
public school at the old TAFE site to be called Epping South PS. The Trust may substantial submissions on 
this plan and some (but not all) issues were resolved. Building works have started on both projects.  

Tree protection: The Trust’s work on lobbying against wholesale tree removal had some wins during the 
year, but the pace of destruction of mature trees is distressing. Council still fails to act as a break on this. The 
main win though was the successful prosecution of a developer in Essex Street for illegal tree removal. Our 
local councillors put forward a motion to council to ensure that the fine is spent on new tree planting in the 
area.   

Council Elections: At year end, the council elections were finally held. The Trust held two candidates’ 
meetings which were well attended. The new City of Parramatta council will look very different, largely due to 
the decision of the Liberal Party to not run any official candidates. This resulted in increased ALP 
representation (with two councillors for Epping Ward) and more independents. The Trust thanks all our local 
councillors for their work – we appreciate their ongoing support of the Trust, and their availability to talk 
through numerous issues. In particular, we acknowledge outgoing councillor, Bill Tyrrell, and welcome new 
councillor Cameron Maclean. In Hornsby Council (North Epping), there was also change with two new Liberal 
councillors elected. The Trust looks forward to working will all the councillors in 2022.   
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Infrastructure: 2021 was a frustrating year for two pieces of community infrastructure. The new Boronia 
Grove Community Centre (that council purchased over 2 years ago) was finally completed but opening was 
delayed due to lockdown. Work is now needed to ensure the community knows of the centre and its full 
potential is realised. At year end, it became a temporary Epping library though as renovation work is 
undertaken at the existing Epping library.  

The development of a new aquatic centre at Dence Park made no progress at all in 2021 and this is a major 
failure of council. Whilst they may not want to start any works until the new Parramatta pool (currently under 
construction) is complete, there is no reason why the planning and development application stage can not be 
undertaken. One has to question how committed council is to this project, especially as they have a 
substantial amount of the money (from developer contributions) for the project sitting in the bank.  

Towards the end of the year, the DA for the Austino development (site on corner of Epping and Blaxland 
Roads) was finally approved. Whilst substantially smaller than the developer tried to get, the proposal is still 
another five blocks of bland unit blocks with minimal public benefit. More importantly the future of the old 
Bowling Club site’s future as public recreation space still hangs in the balance.  The Trust will continue to 
lobby council to acquire this site by whatever means as it is the only substantial area of open space left 
available in the town centre.   

Trust governance and membership: Trust membership held up well in 2021, especially considering the long 
lockdown. The numbers are stable and membership funds (renewals and donations) sufficient to meet 
outgoings. Please see the Treasurer’s Report for more information. The Trust particular thanks all members 
who gave a donation as well as the regular fee – that money is invaluable.  

The Trust has sub committees to look after topics in more detail. West Epping looks are the suburban areas 
west of the town centre and is chaired by committee member Steve Chaney. The Trees committee, chaired by 
Judith Dawes, lobby on a large range of issues and were very active – see the newsletter for more 
information. We would like to get an active North Epping group going.  

Committee Farewells: In March 2021, the Trust (and the community) lost one of its most hard-working 
members with the unexpected passing of Margaret McCartney. She is greatly missed, and we look forward to 
working with council in 2022 for a permanent memorial to her in Forest Park. At year end, she was 
acknowledged with a Bendigo Bank Community Citizen of the Year Award.  

Thank You: To all members who have made submissions, attended meetings, got involved in the sub 
committees, letterboxed flyers, and voiced support on Facebook – thank you.  

To those on the committee – Vice President, Mike Moffatt, Treasurer, Leo Hart, Newsletter editor Judith 
Dawes, Committee members: Ruth Evans, Steve Chaney, Olivia Chau, Steve Tree and Carol Field – my 
appreciation and thanks. In addition, many thanks to our auditor John McAuley, Jane Buchan who designs our 
newsletter each quarter pro bono, and Ian Scott who keeps an eye on our website.    

 

Janet McGarry 
President 


