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The Trust continued to represent the interests of residents: lobbying on policy, making submissions on 
development applications, working with local councillors and responding to members. Key issues that the 
Trust addressed in 2023 are listed below. 

Policy Submissions to Council and NSW State Government: The Trust made a detailed submission on 
the Draft Harmonisation Development Control Plan for Parramatta, which will govern development in the 
LGA for the next decade. Other enquiries to which the Trust contributed were the NSW State Parliamentary 
Enquiry into the NSW Planning System, the NSW Tolls Review and the concept plans for the Dence Park 
Aquatic Centre.  

Development Applications: The Trust made submissions on about 25 development applications in 
Epping and nearby suburbs, from major residential towers to single dwellings. Each year, the Trust 
analyses many DAs, and decides which we will make a submission for.  

Several major DAs on the Rawson St- Beecroft Rd block in Epping are under review or appeal. A very large 
development on Pennant Hills Rd, Carlingford is also under review. The pace of dual-occupancy 
developments on the western side of the railway line has continued.  

Meetings: The Trust combined with the Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust to invite candidates for the State 
seat of Epping to present their cases to voters. The non-party-political role of the Trust to host such public 
meetings is important. In other general meetings Councillors Wearne, Maclean and Davis, Federal 
Member, Jerome Laxale, and principal Ms Bec Zadow of Ngarala Public School, were our guest speakers.   

Tree protection: Trust members attended the dedication of a bench and tree planting in Forest Park to 
commemorate former Trust Vice President Margaret McCartney’s life and her many contributions to Epping 
as a “tree warrior”. The Trust’s Tree Subcommittee continues Margaret’s lobbying against wholesale tree 
removal. Council fails to act as a brake on the destruction of mature tree canopy in Epping, which is rapidly 
causing our leafy suburb to disappear.  

Infrastructure: 2023 was marked by an announcement that the State and Federal Governments will fund a 
widening of the Epping railway bridge. There are mixed views on whether this project will solve any of 
Epping’s traffic woes.   

The new Boronia Grove Community Centre is open for business, and the Darcy St Project operates a 
delightful café with a view onto Boronia Park. The redevelopment of the Dence Park Aquatic Centre is 
moving forward after public exhibition of the concept plans. Following the November meeting, the Trust 
made a submission to Council on traffic issues affecting residents.  

Trust governance and membership: Trust membership dropped slightly in 2023, and we hope to build 
our membership through new activities and events. The membership funds (renewals and donations) are 
sufficient to meet outgoings, and the fraction of income through donations remains strong. Please see the 
Treasurer’s Report for more information. The Trust particularly thanks all members who gave a donation as 
well as the regular fee – that money is invaluable to support our operations.  

Thank You: To everyone who has made submissions, attended meetings, contributed to the 
subcommittees, delivered newsletters and flyers, and voiced support on Facebook – thank you. To the 
Committee – Secretary, Dave Black, Treasurer, Leo Hart, Newsletter editor Edwina Chappel, and Mike 
Moffatt, Maggie Hughes, John Whealy, and Henryk Krasnewski – my appreciation and thanks. A sincere 
thank you to Edwina Chappel who is stepping down as Newsletter Editor. In addition, many thanks to our 
honorary auditor Michael Brinsden, and Jane Buchan who designs our quarterly newsletter pro bono.  

Judith Dawes, President 
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