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General Meeting
Tuesday 18 November 2025, 7.30pm in the hall of the Church of Christ, Bridge St, Epping.
Light supper will be served from 7pm before the meeting.

Members are invited to attend the November General Meeting.

Agenda:

1. Welcome and Apologies

2. President’s Report

3. Guest Speakers:

Mr Julian Leeser MP, Federal member for Berowra, ‘Introducing your local Federal MP’.

Prof Alistair Sproul, School of Photovoltaic and Renewable Energy Engineering, UNSW, “Photovoltaics, Renewable
Energy and Energy Efficiency — towards 100%+ clean energy for Australia”.

Mr Ross Walker, President Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust, update on M2 Noise campaign.

Report from the President, Judith Dawes » » » > b > »

As many have observed, we are seeing fewer people in our community joining community groups, including churches or
sports clubs, or indeed volunteering in any capacity. What are the consequences of this decrease? | would argue that we
experience a loss of trust within the community, which will be hard to rebuild once lost. One of the goals of the Epping Town
Centre Master Plan is to create a sense of a community heart in the centre of Epping. | hope this vision succeeds, but it
does need Council to commit substantial funding! Council lacks the funding for the Dence Park Pool upgrade, and their
record of supporting community infrastructure in Epping is poor.

At our next Trust meeting, we have three excellent guest speakers, each of whom works to improve different aspects of our
community. Ross Walker is President of our sister society, the Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust — we share their concern
about the excessive noise that some Beecroft and Epping residents experience due to traffic on the M2. Julian Leeser MP,
has been the Federal member for Berowra since 2016. Much of Epping was transferred to the Berowra electorate in the
most recent electoral redistribution. Alistair Sproul, Professor at UNSW, conducts research on photovoltaics and energy
efficient buildings, and he is the author of a popular textbook on the subject. | encourage you to attend our next Trust
meeting, enjoy some refreshments before the meeting, hear from our guest speakers, and meet some of your fellow Trust
members!

Update on the M2 Noise Issue

by Ray Gerke, Coordinator of M2 Resident Action Group

The M2RAG is the M2 Resident Action Group for residents affected by noise from the M2 in Beecroft and Cheltenham.
Its purpose is to harness community support to:

« Research current noise levels and community impact

* Establish communication channels for problem identification and resolution,

 Build numbers to influence government decision-makers.

The M2RAG team consists of Gail Crossley, Brian Shirley, Lindy Gerke and Ray Gerke (all members of the Beecroft
Cheltenham Civic Trust).

M2RAG members plan to distribute fliers to affected areas that explain the M2RAG, with links to enable you to join the
M2RAG. It is free! Joining simply requires completing some basic information and once submitted you can go to the HUB
where you can access information about the M2 noise and what the group is working on. Members will be surveyed and
regularly informed on progress. If you are affected by the M2 noise at your house, please register at the following link.
https://bcct2119.com.au/M2RAG.htm

Volunteeri ng The Trust depends on people volunteering, and joining the committee. Why not get involved?
Could you help with promotional activities, submissions to Council, newsletter editing, minutes

taking, meetings, tree committee, events, etc?
For more information, please email us eppingcivictrust@gmail.com




Development Applications

Epping Town Centre Master Plan

Master Plan Vision: “Create a strong community identity for Epping by developing Rawson Street as a destination high street,
connected to Boronia Park through a green town square supported by community facilities. The two halves of Epping are
connected across the railway and knitted together by lively laneways.”

The Epping Town Centre Master Plan 2025 sets a vision for the future of Epping’s western Town Centre. The Master Plan that was
on exhibition in June was approved in September with minor amendments. Council provided a detailed summary of the community
and stakeholder feedback received and the council officers’ response to that feedback.

This Master Plan outlines a long-term Legend
strategy to revitalise the town centre into mm—Master Plan boundory
. . €=> Existing traffic network
a vibrant, connected, and community- Proposed traffic network
focused place. It seeks to ensure that Rawson Street Circulation Loop

v

)) Victoria Street Circulation Loop

New signals

future developments deliver high-amenity
public spaces, improved access, and a
stronger civic identity.

The next step is a Traffic and Transport
Study to assess the proposed changes
to traffic flow, parking, and public
transport access. The brief for the Traffic
& Transport Study will be prepared by
Council Officers using existing resources.
However, the Traffic & Transport

Study, by external consultants, which is
anticipated to cost approximately
$200,000, is unbudgeted. Council will
seek a government grant this year, but if
not successful, then funding will be
sought in next year’s Council budget.
Subject to the outcomes of the
recommended Traffic & Transport Study,
delivery of the Rawson Street upgrades
will depend onCouncil’s capital works
program and budget.

Proposed road closure

Proposed roundabout

Vehicle access to Rawson St via
Kent St

No access to Carlingford Rd via
Ray Rd (buses excepted)

Cliff Rd closed at Carlingford
Rd intersection

Three lanes - one northbound,
one left and one right turning
lane to improve flow onto
Carlingford Rd

Rawson St becomes one-way
northbound from roundabout

New pedestrian rail bridge to
extend into building. Remove
existing structure from Beecroft
Rd for road widening

—— Rawson St remains
T ‘:>> two-way

EPPING RD

Hunts Ln becomes one-way
southbound

New driveway to access
Council basement car park

Proposed regional traffic flow. p @

Deputy Mayor and Councillor Councillor Verity Greenwood
Useful Charles Chen Phone: 0402 444 456

Phone: 0497 376 547 c¢/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,
ContaCtS c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32, Hornsby NSW 1630
Members who have concerns Parramatta NSW 2124 vgreenwood@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

. . . cchen@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au .
about issues in Epping are @_ o 9 Councillor Ben McSweeney
Councillor Cameron Maclean Phone: 0423 411 928

always free to contact the Trust .
¥ . . Phone: 0422 141 415 ) c/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,

through our email or website. c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32, Hornsby NSW 1630

However, if you have issues that ~ Parramatta NSW 2124 bmcsweeney@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

you would prefer to discuss with cmaclean@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

our elected representatives Councillor Sreeni Pillamarri

. " Phone: 0499 116 664

here are their contact details: c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,
Parramatta NSW 2124
spillamarri@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Matthew Conley
Phone: 0432 835 120

c/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,
Hornsby NSW 1630
mconley@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Member for Epping, Monica Tudehope Member for Bennelong, Jerome Laxale
Suite 303, level 3, 51 Rawson St, Epping 32 Beecroft Rd, Epping
Phone: 9877 0266 Email: epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au Phone: 9869 4288 Email: Jerome.Laxale.MP@aph.gov.au

Member for Berowra, Julian Leeser Member for Parramatta, Andrew Charlton
Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Rd, Pennant Hills Suite 1/ 25 Smith St Parramatta
Phone: 9980 1822 Email: Julian.Leeser.MP@aph.gov.au Phone: 9689 1455 Email: Andrew.Charlton.MP@aph.gov.au




' Development Applications

Epping Railway Bridge Widening Project - update

The Australian and NSW governments are spending $220 million to replace Epping Bridge with a new, wider bridge, which they expect
will ease congestion, reduce travel times and improve safety for road users. The current works include establishing a temporary

work site, survey investigations, installation of rail services, cable routes and cables, and removal of spoil from the site for testing.

A proposal to close High St at the intersection of High St and Bridge St was exhibited for public feedback last month. This proposal
seeks to provide a safer connection to the Railway Bridge for cyclists and pedestrians traveling on the shared bike/pedestrian path
along the south side of Bridge St. However, the likely cost of this proposal will be even more traffic jams on Bridge St!

53-61 Rawson St, Epping
(Coles and adjacent office block site).

The first step in re-developing the site at 53-61 Rawson St

is the approval of a new Planning Proposal, which occurred

in September. This amends controls in the Parramatta Local
Environmental Plan 2023 to increase the total permissible
commercial floorspace ratio (FSR) to 1.5:1 at 53-61 Rawson St,
Epping.

The Proposal is for two tall residential towers (33 and 36 storeys,
with 402 apartments) set on a four-storey podium, which will offer
large retail spaces (including a supermarket, shops, cafes and
restaurants) as well as office space.

The scale and envelope of the proposed towers and podium
levels is shown in the image.

4 Artist's
impression of the
view from the West
of the Coles
Development.

What Do | Do When lllegal Works are Taking Place Near Me?

The Trust is contacted many times each year by residents about
potentially illegal work being undertaken nearby. These could include
unauthorised building work, demolition of buildings, or destruction

of street trees. Here are suggestions to help you to deal with the
situation.

Steps to take:

1. Identify the type of potentially illegal work:

- Demolition or damage to a house in a Heritage Conservation Area;
- Works to a house that may not be authorised by Council;

- Chopping down or major pruning of significant trees and street trees

2. Gather information:
Note the property address, the specific issue, and:

- Identification details of the company or person conducting the work
(eg. photos or notes of any vehicle’s number plates, name of the
organisation on the side of the work vehicle if available)

- If you feel comfortable doing so, speak to the person in charge to
ask about the nature of the job, and note their name/job title.

- It is useful to write down your experience of what you saw, heard
or did on the day (anecdotal evidence can be used in follow-up legal
proceedings if it goes to court).

- If possible (and safe for you to do so) take photos and/or videos of
the property, the works being undertaken and the workers working on
site (to identify individuals for potential prosecution).

3. Contact Council: If there are works taking place near you that
you think may need immediate action to be taken by Council (such as
cutting down of a tree, demolition of a heritage building) then you can
seek a ‘Stop Work Order’, by taking the following steps:

- Phone Council as soon as possible to inform them of the action

taking place. State if you consider that it is urgent for a Council
Ranger to visit the site.

- Council staff should give you a reference "case" number which is
attached to your call reporting the incident. Ask when a ranger is likely
to attend the property (hopefully the same day).

- If a ranger does not attend the property within a few hours, phone

4 Edgar Street Eastwood
- legal demolition

Crown Street Epping >
- legal demolition

Council again expressing your concern, and quoting your case
number. You may ask your call to be directed to the relevant
department or department head, or for a ranger to call you back.
Write down any names of people in Council dealing with the case.
You could ask for the Ranger’s mobile phone number, and you could
leave a recorded message for them to return your call.

- Keep phoning Council through the day until a Ranger arrives to
verify if the works are approved by Council. Council ‘Stop Work
Orders’ can be put in place for further investigation to take place.

4. Keep records: When you report an issue, always get a reference
number from Council and keep a record of your communication
(date, time of day, who you spoke to).

5. Contact Epping Civic Trust by eppingcivictrust@gmail.com -
we cannot prosecute but we may have other contacts on the same
issue.

6. Consider direct communication first: For damage to your
property, try talking to the builder or owner directly to resolve the
issue.

Contact phone numbers
City of Parramatta Council - 1300 617 058 or (02) 9806 5050
Hornsby Shire Council - (02) 9847 6666




The Habitat Community Native Plant Nursery and Food Garden, Ryde

Many members enjoyed an inspiring talk by Bev Debrincat of the
Habitat Network at the August Trust Meeting. Bev founded the
Habitat Network as a volunteer community organisation. They
have been working to build habitat corridors for small birds. The
Habitat Network also runs a nursery and they sell inexpensive
local plants (trees, shrubs, and ground covers) to the public.
Maybe you can check them out? Perhaps you can volunteer to
help them.

Bev provided lots of tips on how to encourage small birds such as
fairy wrens, eastern yellow robins, firetails and silvereyes to visit
your garden. We used to see many more of these small birds in
our suburban gardens, but more hard surface landscaping, more
cats, dogs and foxes, and increasing housing development den-
sity have led to significant reductions in the populations of these
small birds.

To create your own “Habitat Haven” for small birds, choose taller
and softer native shrubs such as Grevilleas and Leptospermums
as a backdrop, but also include protective native spikey shrubs
such as Hakeas, Melaleucas, and Busarias. Add smaller native
plants such as dianella in the gaps, and groundcovers such as
native violets. These plants are also important habitat for native
bees and other insects. Gradually the vegetation will grow thicker,
and you can continue to add more plants, to create dense areas

of vegetation that will provide a variety of foods such as seeds
and insects, as well as a safe place for the small birds to rest,
protected from dogs, cats, or larger birds. Add some rocks or logs
for lizard habitat. To be effective corridors for small birds, Habitat
Havens need to be planted less than 50 m apart from each other.
Several residents along a single street could plan together to
build such havens to support small birds in their area.

What do you plant? Look and listen out for small birds: often you
might hear them before you see them. Observe what type of
plants they are near. Maybe some local plants offer a source of
food? Another idea, especially important for hot summer days,

is to place a barrel of water in a shady spot, with a tall branch
resting in the water so that lizards or other animals can crawl out
if they fall in. Replenish the water regularly to manage mosquito
larvae.

The Habitat is located at Santa Rosa Park, 251 Quarry Rd Ryde,
and it is open to the public on Wednesday and Saturday each
week from 10 am to 4 pm. The nursery sells native plants and
food plants to the public, as well as supplying plants for bushcare
groups and schools. The Habitat Network volunteers do bushland
regeneration along several key watercourses in the Ryde area,
to provide habitat corridors for small birds. New volunteers and
visitors are always welcome!

For more information, please visit www.habitatnetwork.org

Photos by Bev Debrincat

Trust
Membership

& Donations

www.eppingcivictrust.org/donate-page

Epping Civic Trust Membership is by calendar year.

Please renew on the website to reduce administration. www.eppingcivictrust.org/membership
Members can also renew by mail with a cheque, or at a Trust meeting with cash, or through your bank account by
EFT. (Please advise us by email that you have renewed).

Donations: Thank you to the many members who give additional donations to the Trust when renewing. You can
donate via PayPal through the Donate section on the website, by EFT or cheque.

EPP'NG C|V|C TRUST Proposed Meeting dates for 2026

PRESIDENT: Judith Dawes

P.O. BOX 271, Epping 1710
Website: www.eppingcivictrust.org
Email: eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

Annual General Meeting

Tuesday 17 February 2026 at 7.30 pm,

General Meetings

Tuesday 19 May 2026, 18 August 2026, 17 November, 2026
at the Church of Christ Hall, 31 Bridge St, Epping.






