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Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 18 February 2025, 7.30pm in the hall of the Church of Christ, Bridge St, Epping.
Light supper will be served from 7pm before the meeting.

Notice is hereby given for the 2025 Annual General Meeting.
Agenda:
1. Welcome and Apologies
2. Confirmation of the Minutes of 2024 Annual General Meeting
3. Business Arising from the Minutes
4. President’s Report
5. Treasurer’s Report
6. Election of 2025 Committee
7. Any other business

Copies of the Minutes of the 2024 Annual General Meeting, the 2024 Annual Report and the Audit report for the 2024 Accounts
will be available at the meeting, or by request before the meeting.

The Trust depends on volunteers, and without people stepping up to join the committee, the Trust will cease to exist. There are
vacancies for the Committee at the AGM, so why not get involved? Could you help with promotional activities, submissions to
Council, newsletter editing, minutes taking, meetings, tree committee, etc? For more information, please email
eppingcivictrust@gmail.com Committee nominations will be taken in advance or at the meeting.

General Meeting:

The General meeting will immediately follow the Annual General Meeting.

Speakers:

Jan Primrose and Philip Ruddock, An introduction to the Better Planning Network

Bruce Jacob, President of Epping Rotary Club, Rotary...Building Communities, Changing Lives

Report from the President, Judith Dawes » » b > b > >

As our population increases in Epping, we expect that the local retail shops and services will grow to keep pace. Our
recent survey of retail shops and services in the Epping Town Centre shows a good range of shops and services, but
with some notable gaps. We anticipate that new businesses will be encouraged to set up in the Epping Town Centre
to fill the growing needs of the residents. As new businesses become established, we hope that they will contribute to
the success of Epping and the wellbeing of its residents.

The next six months will be important in shaping the vision for Epping in the future Master Plan for the (western)
Epping Town Centre. In the next few months Trust members will have the opportunity to contribute to community
consultation for the Master Plan, which includes the area bounded by Bridge St, Rawson St, Carlingford Rd, Victoria
St, and Beecroft Rd. This Master Plan is being developed in parallel with a proposal to amend the Local Environment
Plan affecting a concurrent high-rise residential/commercial/retail development application for the site at 53-61
Rawson St (which includes Coles and the adjacent office block).

Epping Civic Trust Membership & Donations

Epping Civic Trust Membership is by calendar year — your renewal for 2025 is due now

Please renew on the website if possible to reduce administration. www.eppingcivictrust.org/membership
Members can also renew by mail with a cheque, or through your bank account by EFT (but please advise us by email that
you have renewed so we know who has paid).

Donations: We are grateful that many members give additional donations to the Trust when renewing. This is very
important as it helps us cover costs each year. You can donate via PayPal through the Donate section on the website,
by EFT or cheque. www.eppingcivictrust.org/donate-page




Development Applications

Epping Town Centre Master Plan
(west of the railway line)

In August 2024, the City of Parramatta Council approved
development of a high level Master Plan for the Epping Town
Centre (west side), including laneways, access and circulation
within the precinct, the interface of the buildings with the public
domain, and a review of existing planning controls. The future

of Council's Rawson St carpark, included in the Master Plan,
specifies future provision of public car parking and community and
recreational uses with a clear link between Rawson St and Boronia
Park. Council planning staff recently met members of the Epping
Civic Trust Committee, to explain the scope of the Master Plan.
We will keep members informed as the Master Plan is developed.

53-61 Rawson St, Epping (Coles and adjacent office block site).
Within the Master plan precinct, there is a concurrent Proposal to
construct two 36- and 33-storey residential towers with 5 floors of
retail and commercial. Due to its proposed height, this proposal
would require amendment of the current Local Environmental Plan
for the site. It includes a large area retail site for a supermarket,
and other retail and commercial floors, and other retail and
commercial floors, with new laneway for access.

Planning proposal - 53-61 Rawson Street, Epping
(Figure 3: Massing Render Aerial. Source Kann Finch)

Public Pools in Parramatta

There are 2,113 publicly accessible swimming pools in Australia,
equivalent to one facility per 12,200 people, according to the
Guardian. But in the City of Parramatta, there are over 134,000
residents per pool. This is the worst ratio of residents per pool in
the Sydney metropolitan area. The accessibility of public pools is
an important factor in children learning to swim, as swim programs
are generally held in public pools, and it can be wonderful to cool
off on a hot day!

The Trust urges the Council to urgently continue the upgrade of
the Dence Park Aquatic Centre (this process has stalled). Due

to insufficient funds, Council resolved on 9 December 2024 to
decline all tenders, more than 6 months after it closed. Council will
plan to stage the delivery of the endorsed pool design within the
funding allocated by April 2025.

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/jan/03/high-and-
dry-the-suburbs-of-sydney-melbourne-and-brisbane-where-its-
hard-to-find-a-pool
https://businesspapers.parracity.nsw.gov.au/Open/2024/12/
OC_09122024_AGN_1000_AT.PDF

Survey of Retail Shops and Services
in the Epping Town Centre

Long-time residents of Epping have observed a decline in the variety and number of retail shops in the
Town Centre, even as the population of Epping has increased. The pattern of retail shops and services
available in Epping has been affected by increased online shopping during lockdown.

We surveyed East and West Epping (separated by the railway line), focussed on the Town Centre
(Oxford St, Cambridge St, Pembroke St, Epping Rd, and Langston Place in the east, and Beecroft Rd,
Carlingford Rd, Bridge St, Ray Rd, High St, and Rawson St in the west). We did not account for the

size of the business, so that a major supermarket and a small convenience store are both listed as food

retailers.

The mix of shops and services is governed by market forces, but also by the availability of appropriate
buildings. Shoppers might be willing to travel to gain better choice for an important or large purchase
(eg whitegoods or furniture), but they value convenience for regular services or grocery shopping. The
results are shown in the figure. There is one Bank (Bendigo Bank). There are two larger supermarkets
(Coles on the west side and IGA on the east side) as well as many smaller Asian supermarkets.

There are many real estate agents, but there are few legal services. There are many food service
options (cafes and restaurants). There are many education services — coaching colleges, music and
art studios, and there is a Library but no bookshop. There are personal services (hair and beauty) but
limited options for clothing or shoes, and no jeweller, drycleaner or laundromat. There are décor shops
(flooring, blinds, paint) but no hardware. We do have some specialty services such as violin repair, but
you would have to go to Carlingford or West Ryde to buy a piano, or to Beecroft to buy a harp!

Survey of retail shops and services in Epping Town Centre (West and East) in January 2025
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Epping Eastwood Football Club

Opening of Boronia

Park pavilion, May

2024, Councillors Davis,
MacLean, Wearne and
Lord Mayor Esber with
Epping Eastwood Football
Club President Scott
McGoogan in the centre.

Before 1950, there was no such sport as soccer as we know it today, played within the
local district. The district competition was created by the Gilmore Family who were local
to our area and were instrumental in organising competitive soccer in the early 1950’s.
They did so by handing out flyers at railway stations and schools to invite young people
to play the game. As a result, in 1952, the first Epping Eastwood games were played
on Epping oval. Late in 1952, Boronia Park became the home of the Epping Eastwood
Tigers, and both ovals are still used today.

In 2025 the Club is in its 75th year as the first soccer club to be set up within the

district. Today 43 clubs exist from Dural in the north, to Hunters Hill in the south, and
15,000 players play each week with the Northwest Sydney Football Association. Epping
Eastwood Football Club caters from under sixes through to senior levels, including the
prestigious Premier League competition. Recently, there has been a marked growth in
women playing the game, so clubs need to provide additional changing rooms and other
facilities. Epping Eastwood Football Club is fortunate to have a new building in Boronia
Park, with modern facilities to accommodate everyone.

Like all clubs, Epping Eastwood Football Club is run by volunteers, and it is supported
by major sponsors Bendigo Bank and Landscape Solutions, as well as other smaller
contributors. These sponsors make a significant contribution to keeping costs to a
minimum and the Club is grateful for their assistance.

To play football (soccer) in 2025, visit https://www.eppingeastwoodtigers.com.au/

to register online.

Epping Senior Citizens Club

The Epping Senior Citizens Club, managed by a group of Epping Seniors, was
established in 1956. Initially, members met at the Scout Hall in Essex Street and
subsequently moved several times, while raising funds to build a place of their own.

In 1963, Hornsby Council bought an old cottage to house the Club, rent-free, at the
instigation of Mr and Mrs Chambers and the Epping Seniors. The Club contributed
$5,000 towards alterations and renovations. In 1975, Hornsby Council built the Epping
Library and the Senior Citizens Centre as a permanent home for the Club. The Council
named the road leading to the Library and the Seniors Club, “Chambers Court” to
honour the Chambers’ contribution that ensured the opportunity for members to spend
their time in harmony with people of similar interests.

The Club has grown from strength to strength over the years, with nearly 400 members
participating in activities such as Ballroom dancing, Line dancing, Table Tennis, Qigong,
Tai chi, Mahjong, Stick Exercises, Aerobics, Karaoke Singing, Guitar Lessons, Art
Classes, Yoga, Card Games etc, and it is open four days of the week from 9 am to 3 pm.
The club serves a wholesome lunch on Tuesdays at a nominal cost of $5, cooked on the
premises. The Club is a self-funded, non-profit organization managed by kind, civic-
minded volunteers, with a membership fee of $10 per year. The daily entry fee to cover
the cost of tea, coffee and biscuits is $1.

Due to the club’s large membership, membership is restricted at present to those living
in the Parramatta Council area. Any such resident can come to the club when it is
open on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays between 9.00 am to 3.00 pm,
with documents showing identification, proof of age and proof of being a resident of
Parramatta Council to make an application for membership.



Reports from Elected Representatives

Julian Leeser, Federal MP for Berowra

Following the recent changes to the electorate boundaries, | am
thrilled that Epping and North Epping are now part of Berowra. It is
a real pleasure to represent these communities.

I've been working hard to get to know the people of Epping. I've
been doorknocking and spoken to small business owners, and
also held a number of forums with Epping and North Epping
community leaders. It was fantastic to attend Rangers Day and
join the community in celebrating the achievements of the North
Epping local soccer, tennis and netball teams. And one particularly
enjoyable, if unexpected, activity was joining a local Zumba class.
My moves weren't great, but | was glad to give it a go!

Despite the great things happening, I'm hearing some clear
challenges. Many local business owners have told me they are
struggling because of red tape, the reduction in demand, the cost
of living and a lack of confidence in the economy. | have also heard
about the issues people are facing with traffic, development, and
infrastructure.

I am committed to listening to our community and working to
deliver local outcomes. If | can ever be of assistance, please don't
hesitate to contact my office via Julian.Leeser.MP@aph.gov.au.

Monica Tudehope, State MP for Epping

As your newly elected Member of
Parliament, | am honoured to represent
the Epping community. | would like to
thank the people of Epping for their
support. | am committed to representing
everyone across the many suburbs of the
electorate.

| come to this position, driven by a
commitment to public service and a
passion for building community. From
enhancing local infrastructure, ensuring
adequate green space and advocating for
the best quality education and

healthcare, my focus will be on making Epping the best place to
work, live and raise a family.

If you have any thoughts, concerns, or ideas regarding the
electorate | encourage you to reach out to my office via phone 02
9877 0266 or email epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au . | am here
to listen to you. | am excited to work alongside you and make our
community an even better place.

Monica Tudehope

Aftermath of recent storms in Epping
Much of North-Western Sydney experienced damaging winds and

Epping
Civic Trust

thunderstorms in mid-January. Trees were uprooted and lost branches.
Some buildings (including the School of Arts Community Hall in Oxford
St Epping) suffered significant damage, losing their roofs. We are

Membership
for 2025

grateful to the state emergency services teams who worked to restore
power, clear fallen trees and cover damaged roofs.

Useful
Contacts

Members who have concerns
about issues in Epping are
always free to contact the
Trust through our email or
website. However, if you have
issues that you would prefer
to discuss with our elected
representatives, here are their
contact details:

Deputy Mayor and Councillor
Cameron Maclean

Phone: 0422 141 415

c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,
Parramatta NSW 2124
cmaclean@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Charles Chen

Phone: 0497 376 547

c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,
Parramatta NSW 2124
cchen@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Sreeni Pillamarri
Phone: 0499 116 664

c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,
Parramatta NSW 2124
spillamarri@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

due now

Councillor Verity Greenwood
Phone: 0402 444 456

c¢/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,
Hornsby NSW 1630
vgreenwood@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Ben McSweeney
Phone: 0423 411 928

c¢/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,
Hornsby NSW 1630
bmcsweeney@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Matthew Conley
Phone: 0432 835 120

c¢/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,
Hornsby NSW 1630
mconley@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Member for Epping, Monica Tudehope
Suite 303, level 3, 51 Rawson St, Epping
Phone: 9877 0266 Email: epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Member for Berowra, Julian Leeser
Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Rd, Pennant Hills
Phone: 9980 1822 Email: Julian.Leeser.MP@aph.gov.au

EPPING CIVIC TRUST

PRESIDENT: Judith Dawes

P.O. BOX 271, Epping 1710
Website: www.eppingcivictrust.org
Email: eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

Member for Bennelong, Jerome Laxale
32 Beecroft Rd, Epping
Phone: 9869 4288 Email: Jerome.Laxale. MP@aph.gov.au

Member for Parramatta, Andrew Charlton
Suite 1 / 25 Smith St Parramatta
Phone: 9689 1455 Email: Andrew.Charlton.MP@aph.gov.au

Proposed Meeting dates for 2025
Annual General Meeting, Tuesday 18 February;
General Meetings: Tuesday 20 May;

Tuesday 19 August; Tuesday 18 November

at 7.30 pm, at the

Church of Christ Hall, 31 Bridge St, Epping.




