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Annual General Meeting 
Tuesday 20 May 2025, 7.30pm in the hall of the Church of Christ, Bridge St, Epping.  
Light supper will be served from 7pm before the meeting.

Agenda:   

Proposed Meeting dates for 2025 

at 7.30 pm, at the  
Church of Christ Hall, 31 Bridge St, Epping.

1. Welcome and Apologies
2. President’s Report
3. Guest Speakers:
Cheryl Bates OAM, Chair, National Trust (NSW) Parramatta Regional Branch
"Advocating for Parramatta's Heritage - the big picture"
Cheryl Bates grew up in Granville, attended primary school in Rosehill, and went to high school in Parramatta. Cheryl joined the 
National Trust in 1983 and has been an active member of the Parramatta Regional Branch for 16 years. The Branch acts as the 
"eyes and ears" of the area, identifying threats to heritage and advocating for their preservation.

Monica Tudehope, MP, State Member for Epping
Topic to be confirmed.

Members are invited to attend the May General Meeting. 

This talk will examine some of the recurring battles Cheryl has been involved in over the past eight years, along with community 
involvement in Council's Heritage Advisory Committee, Parramatta Park Community Trustee Board, Parramatta Heritage Partners, 
and the Roxy Theatre Action Group. Of course, Cheryl is not the only one fighting to preserve heritage in Parramatta and she 
encourages collective efforts to save our heritage for future generations.

Volunteers Needed

Epping Civic Trust Membership is by calendar year. 
Your renewal for 2025 is due now.
Please renew on the website if possible to reduce administration.   
www.eppingcivictrust.org/membership
Members can also renew by mail with a cheque, or through your bank 
account by EFT (but please advise us by email that you have renewed so we 
know who has paid). 
Donations: We are grateful that many members give additional donations to 
the Trust when renewing. This is very important as it helps us cover costs 
each year. You can donate via PayPal through the Donate section on the 
website, by EFT or cheque. www.eppingcivictrust.org/donate-page 

Epping Civic Trust Membership & Donations 

Report from the President, Judith Dawes ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► 
I congratulate the representatives for Bennelong, Berowra, and Parramatta, who have been re-elected in the Federal 
election. Free and fair elections and an engaged constituency are critical for a healthy democracy. Unfortunately, 
the Trust was not able to hold “Meet the Candidates” meetings for the electorates in which Epping falls, but we 
collaborated with the Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust to send the candidates for the federal seats of Berowra and 
Parramatta some questions. We shared the responses from both sets of candidates with Trust members by email. 
(Not all candidates were contactable.)
We congratulate the Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust on their 60th anniversary! They recently held a wonderful 
afternoon tea to commemorate the anniversary with speeches by (former) President Rod Best, Vice-President Ross 
Walker, and Guest speaker Graham Ross. Rod Best and Brian Shirley were presented with well-deserved Life 
Memberships of the Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust for their tireless service to the Trust. 

Anzac Day Commemorations Bushcare

Deputy Mayor and Councillor  
Cameron Maclean
Phone: 0422 141 415 
c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,  
Parramatta NSW 2124
cmaclean@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au 
Councillor Charles Chen
Phone: 0497 376 547 
c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,  
Parramatta NSW 2124
cchen@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Sreeni Pillamarri
Phone: 0499 116 664 
c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,  
Parramatta NSW 2124
spillamarri@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au 

Councillor Verity Greenwood
Phone: 0402 444 456 
c/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,  
Hornsby NSW 1630 
vgreenwood@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Ben McSweeney 
Phone: 0423 411 928 
c/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,  
Hornsby NSW 1630
bmcsweeney@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Matthew Conley
Phone: 0432 835 120 
c/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,  
Hornsby NSW 1630
mconley@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Useful  
Contacts
Members who have concerns 
about issues in Epping are 
always free to contact the 
Trust through our email or 
website. However, if you have 
issues that you would prefer 
to discuss with our elected 
representatives, here are their 
contact details:

Member for Berowra, Julian Leeser
Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Rd, Pennant Hills
Phone: 9980 1822  Email: Julian.Leeser.MP@aph.gov.au
 

Member for Parramatta, Andrew Charlton
Suite 1 / 25 Smith St Parramatta
Phone: 9689 1455   Email: Andrew.Charlton.MP@aph.gov.au
 

Member for Bennelong, Jerome Laxale
32 Beecroft Rd, Epping
Phone: 9869 4288   Email: Jerome.Laxale.MP@aph.gov.au
 

Member for Epping, Monica Tudehope
Suite 303, level 3, 51 Rawson St, Epping
Phone: 9877 0266   Email: epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au 
 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NSW

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

 
 
Tuesday 19 August; Tuesday 18 November

The Epping RSL Club, supported by City of 
Parramatta Council, held a Dawn Service 
of Commemoration on Anzac Day at The 
Cenotaph in Forest Park, Epping. This 
moving service was held just as the sun rose 
above the trees in the Park. The service was 
attended by hundreds of people - members 
of the public, community representatives and 
members of the armed forces. The service 
included prayers, hymns, a recitation of 

Would you like to join a 
Bushcare group in the Epping-
Carlingford area? Groups of 
friendly like-minded locals meet 
monthly to restore and retain 
the bushland near parks and 
along creeks. Group members 
are passionate about improving 
local bushland areas for all 
to enjoy. If you are interested 
in joining a Bushcare group 
please contact Parramatta 
Council at bushcare@
cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

Following his engaging talk at the Epping Civic Trust February 
Meeting, the President of Epping Rotary Club, Mr Bruce Jacob, 
would like to invite members of the Trust to attend a Rotary Club 
meeting. If you are interested in attending a Rotary Club meeting, 
and finding out more about Rotary’s activities, please contact 
Bruce directly, via email at brucejacob52@yahoo.com.au

Dorothy Doolan, of Ray Park Heritage Group is organising 
a Physiotherapy Walking Group for all residents in our local 
community. The group will be guided by a professionally trained 
physiotherapist. The goal is to enable everyone to enjoy the park 
and to learn exercises that are designed to enhance daily life in an 
interactive and engaging way.  
Please contact Dorothy directly:rpheritage@netspace.net.au Epping Rotary Club – an invitation

Physiotherapy Walking Group  
in Hazlewood Rose Park

The Ode and wreath-laying by school and community 
representatives accompanied by a solitary bagpiper. A trumpeter 
played the Last Post and Reveille. 

Council provides training if needed, tools and equipment.  Each 
group has a Council Supervisor working and helping on workdays.

Volunteers Needed
The Trust depends on people 
volunteering, and without people 
stepping up to join the committee, the 
Trust will cease to exist.
There are vacancies on the Committee, 
so why not get involved?
Could you help with promotional 
activities, submissions to Council, 
newsletter editing, minutes taking, 
meetings, tree committee, events, etc?   
For more information, please email  
eppingcivictrust@gmail.com 

Could you help with promotional activities, submissions to 
Council, newsletter editing, minutes taking, meetings, tree 
committee, events, etc? 
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as this is not addressed in the current LEP. Even without 
Council investment (such as an underground carpark) this is 
an opportunity to align private development to have a more 
consistent street-level appearance and treatment in the Town 
Centre.  The Master Plan will guide future Council infrastructure in 
this area, with a common vision and visual appearance, and it lays 
the basis for a coordinated approach between Council and State 
government (eg on buses). 

Council plans for reduced traffic on Rawson St with a narrower 
roadway and wider footpaths, perhaps one-way traffic flow. 
Council will consult with Transport for NSW on alternative traffic 
solutions.

Council needs to coordinate with Transport for NSW about bus 
routes, assuming that buses will continue on Rawson St. Council 
will push for small improvements while holding onto the long-term 
vision. Transport for NSW does listen to stakeholders. 

The building under consideration is not owned by Coles: Coles is 
a leaseholder. Coles is expected to re-occupy a large retail site 
in the new building when it is finished. During the development 
phase, residents can shop in neighbouring suburbs or in the 
Epping IGA in Langston Place. 

Council has allowed $100K to prepare the Master Plan and related 
studies. Council does not have funds to implement infrastructure 
or new developments. 

Council is working on what it can control within the wider context, 
eg by improving amenity in the Town Centre. The Beecroft 
Cheltenham Civic Trust made a submission concerning the 
Town Centre Master Plan to the effect that Epping needs a state 
government-sponsored regional transport solution.  
Please talk to your representatives at all levels of government 
about what you want for your suburb. Council has briefed the State 
Member for Epping (Monica Tudehope).

This will be difficult but the need is noted.

If Rawson St becomes pedestrian-friendly, with less traffic, 
where would that traffic go? 

Buses currently go along Beecroft Rd and then turn into 
Rawson St. How will you manage bus access in Rawson St? 

Many people rely on Coles supermarket. What about 
supermarket access when that building is demolished? 

Does Council have funding for this project?

The Urban Activation Precinct has changed Epping dramatically, 
with a reduction in amenity for Epping residents. There needs 
to be more collaboration between Council, State and Federal 
governments to reduce the chance of similar planning debacles. 
How does Council achieve that, and how can WE help?

Can you ensure that there are handicapped parking places 
available through the construction phase?

High-density residential development will happen under the 
current Local Environment Plan (LEP) and Development Control 
Plan (DCP) and we will have high-rise residential towers along 
Beecroft Rd and Rawson St. Without the Master Plan, Council will 
not be able to impose a coherent vision for driveway access, or 
outdoor dining on the footpath, across different developments,  

Ideally developments happen in a coordinated fashion, but 
developers are free to decide their own timing. Developments will 
be built, with or without the Master Plan, so Council wants the 
Master Plan in place as soon as possible to shape decisions by 
individual landowners in the Town Centre. 

What is the timing of the development in this Master Plan?

What will happen without the Master Plan?

North Epping Men’s Shed

The North Epping Men’s Shed was an initiative of Rev Ross 
Nicholson (St Alban’s Anglican Church, Epping) in 2017.  Initial 
funds for the project came from Bendigo Bank, Epping Rotary 
and State Government grants. To date the grant income has 
been over $500,000. This has allowed the shed to go from 
concept to full form, in a great new building located at 130 
Boundary Rd, North Epping. 
Presently there are 70+ members of diverse ethnic 
backgrounds, both men and women, with over 35 different 
interests from woodworking, stained glass, leather work, 
motorcycle restoration etc. The shed is open from 8am on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, until two members remain on 
site and commonly closes about 2pm on those days. 

There is a strong sense of collaboration, friendship and peer support in the 
shed as members prioritise each other and work collaboratively on tasks 
that come into the shed from the community, personal tasks and shed fit-
out work. Ross’s vision was a space that blesses the Epping community, 
and especially those who come through its doors. That is very evident 
today. Contact Shaun Garvey, ph 0402462616.

State Government planning policy defines Build-to-Rent housing 
as large-scale, purpose-built rental housing that is held in private 
ownership and is professionally managed. The previously approved 
DA for this site has been amended as Build-to-Rent, with an 
additional 66 apartments. There are proposed changes to the 

layout of the five buildings, including amenities such as a gym and 
a lap pool. The development is adjacent to the Epping Bowling 
Club site, which is still zoned for public recreation, but is held in 
private hands. 
The Trust is seeking more information at the time of writing. 

Within the Master plan precinct, there is a concurrent 
development proposal to construct two 36 and 33-storey 
residential towers with 5 floors of retail and commercial. 
Due to its proposed height, this proposal would require 

amendment of the current Local Environmental Plan for the 
site. It includes a large area retail site for a supermarket, 
and other retail and commercial floors, with some affordable 
housing provision.  

This is an unusual development application, involving 
demolition of two homes to build a single larger home with 

large living spaces.  After many objections to an earlier 
proposal, the applicant has resubmitted a revised proposal. 

Community members are invited to submit an expression of interest for any one of nine City of Parramatta Advisory Panels. 
The Advisory Panels will be made up of nominated City of Parramatta Councillors, subject matter experts and community 
members. Panel members play a key role in providing feedback and advice on Council strategies, policies, services 
and projects. Panel meetings will be held quarterly. The Panels are:  City Economy; Community Infrastructure; Cultural; 
Environmental Sustainability; First Nations; Heritage; Integrated Transport; Smart City and Innovation; Social Sustainability and 
Inclusion.
See https://parra.engagementhub.com.au/committees-and-advisory-panels for more information. 

Amended DA for “Build to rent” at 2-16 Epping Rd and 2-4 Forest Grove Epping. DA/397/2020/A

53-61 Rawson St, Epping (Coles and adjacent office block site).

316-318 Malton Rd, North Epping DA/85/2025 (Hornsby Council)

In August 2024, the City of Parramatta Council approved 
development of a high level Master Plan for the Epping Town 
Centre (west side), including laneways, access and circulation 
within the precinct, the interface of the buildings with the public 
domain, and a review of existing planning controls. Council’s 
Rawson St carpark is included in the Master Plan.
At the special April 1 Trust meeting, Council Staff Kelly van der 
Zanden and Robert Cologna gave a presentation on the Master 
Plan Process, and the proposed Vision and Principles, which 
were developed after extensive engagement with the community. 
They then answered many questions from the audience. This 
phase of consultation closed on 10 April. 

Council aims to make Rawson St a unique destination where 
the community can gather, eat, play, with a green link to Boronia 
Park. It would feature wider footpaths and activated laneways 
to link Epping station to Rawson St. In future, the council 
carpark might become a community space, a public plaza, with 
a basement carpark. However, this would require substantially 
reduced traffic flow.
Council aims to make walking in Epping Town Centre safer and 
more accessible, with wider, upgraded footpaths and additional 
tree plantings for shade.  Improved street-level amenity would 
flow from building designs of appropriate scale and size (eg 
several lower floors form a wide pedestal and face the street but 
higher floors are in narrow towers set back from the street). 

Master Plan Vision:  
“Create a strong community identity for Epping by developing 

Rawson Street as a destination high street, connected to Boronia 
Park through a green town square supported by community 
facilities. The two halves of Epping are connected across the 

railway and knitted together by lively laneways.” 

This increases sunlight at ground level and for adjacent buildings. 
It also helps to suppress wind effects at ground level, because 
strong winds tend to shear off the upper floors and are stopped at 
the pedestal levels so they do not go straight to ground level.
Council seeks to improve East-West connections across both 
Beecroft Rd and the railway line. Since Beecroft Rd, a major 
artery, is expected to get busier, council plans to encourage office 
and commercial development, rather than retail and cafes, facing 
Beecroft Rd.
Cycling in Epping should be safer and more accessible.  
Cycleways connecting north-south from Pennant Hills through 
Beecroft to Eastwood and Ryde have a gap around Epping. Local 
cycleways in Epping are also patchy. Safer local cycling, eg for 
school students, could reduce car traffic on local streets.

QA& 's
Selected Questions from the audience.  
(A full list of questions and responses is available  
on request. It was shared with Council staff).

Epping Town Centre Master Plan (west of the railway line) 

City of Parramatta Advisory Panels - Members sought

Development Applications

► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ►

Drone picture of the 
shed when it was under 
construction and some 
of the members.

Artist's view of development, 
from Epping Bowling Club, 
Blaxland Rd.

• Liven up Rawson Street 
and connecting laneways 
with small shops and dining 
options, making them
active day and night.
• Provide commercial offices 
and essential services
fronting Beecroft Road 
where foot traffic is less vital.

Create a bustling space for shops and
dining through the day and night
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as this is not addressed in the current LEP. Even without 
Council investment (such as an underground carpark) this is 
an opportunity to align private development to have a more 
consistent street-level appearance and treatment in the Town 
Centre.  The Master Plan will guide future Council infrastructure in 
this area, with a common vision and visual appearance, and it lays 
the basis for a coordinated approach between Council and State 
government (eg on buses). 

Council plans for reduced traffic on Rawson St with a narrower 
roadway and wider footpaths, perhaps one-way traffic flow. 
Council will consult with Transport for NSW on alternative traffic 
solutions.

Council needs to coordinate with Transport for NSW about bus 
routes, assuming that buses will continue on Rawson St. Council 
will push for small improvements while holding onto the long-term 
vision. Transport for NSW does listen to stakeholders. 

The building under consideration is not owned by Coles: Coles is 
a leaseholder. Coles is expected to re-occupy a large retail site 
in the new building when it is finished. During the development 
phase, residents can shop in neighbouring suburbs or in the 
Epping IGA in Langston Place. 

Council has allowed $100K to prepare the Master Plan and related 
studies. Council does not have funds to implement infrastructure 
or new developments. 

Council is working on what it can control within the wider context, 
eg by improving amenity in the Town Centre. The Beecroft 
Cheltenham Civic Trust made a submission concerning the 
Town Centre Master Plan to the effect that Epping needs a state 
government-sponsored regional transport solution.  
Please talk to your representatives at all levels of government 
about what you want for your suburb. Council has briefed the State 
Member for Epping (Monica Tudehope).

This will be difficult but the need is noted.

If Rawson St becomes pedestrian-friendly, with less traffic, 
where would that traffic go? 

Buses currently go along Beecroft Rd and then turn into 
Rawson St. How will you manage bus access in Rawson St? 

Many people rely on Coles supermarket. What about 
supermarket access when that building is demolished? 

Does Council have funding for this project?

The Urban Activation Precinct has changed Epping dramatically, 
with a reduction in amenity for Epping residents. There needs 
to be more collaboration between Council, State and Federal 
governments to reduce the chance of similar planning debacles. 
How does Council achieve that, and how can WE help?

Can you ensure that there are handicapped parking places 
available through the construction phase?

High-density residential development will happen under the 
current Local Environment Plan (LEP) and Development Control 
Plan (DCP) and we will have high-rise residential towers along 
Beecroft Rd and Rawson St. Without the Master Plan, Council will 
not be able to impose a coherent vision for driveway access, or 
outdoor dining on the footpath, across different developments,  

Ideally developments happen in a coordinated fashion, but 
developers are free to decide their own timing. Developments will 
be built, with or without the Master Plan, so Council wants the 
Master Plan in place as soon as possible to shape decisions by 
individual landowners in the Town Centre. 

What is the timing of the development in this Master Plan?

What will happen without the Master Plan?

North Epping Men’s Shed

The North Epping Men’s Shed was an initiative of Rev Ross 
Nicholson (St Alban’s Anglican Church, Epping) in 2017.  Initial 
funds for the project came from Bendigo Bank, Epping Rotary 
and State Government grants. To date the grant income has 
been over $500,000. This has allowed the shed to go from 
concept to full form, in a great new building located at 130 
Boundary Rd, North Epping. 
Presently there are 70+ members of diverse ethnic 
backgrounds, both men and women, with over 35 different 
interests from woodworking, stained glass, leather work, 
motorcycle restoration etc. The shed is open from 8am on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, until two members remain on 
site and commonly closes about 2pm on those days. 

There is a strong sense of collaboration, friendship and peer support in the 
shed as members prioritise each other and work collaboratively on tasks 
that come into the shed from the community, personal tasks and shed fit-
out work. Ross’s vision was a space that blesses the Epping community, 
and especially those who come through its doors. That is very evident 
today. Contact Shaun Garvey, ph 0402462616.

State Government planning policy defines Build-to-Rent housing 
as large-scale, purpose-built rental housing that is held in private 
ownership and is professionally managed. The previously approved 
DA for this site has been amended as Build-to-Rent, with an 
additional 66 apartments. There are proposed changes to the 

layout of the five buildings, including amenities such as a gym and 
a lap pool. The development is adjacent to the Epping Bowling 
Club site, which is still zoned for public recreation, but is held in 
private hands. 
The Trust is seeking more information at the time of writing. 

Within the Master plan precinct, there is a concurrent 
development proposal to construct two 36 and 33-storey 
residential towers with 5 floors of retail and commercial. 
Due to its proposed height, this proposal would require 

amendment of the current Local Environmental Plan for the 
site. It includes a large area retail site for a supermarket, 
and other retail and commercial floors, with some affordable 
housing provision.  

This is an unusual development application, involving 
demolition of two homes to build a single larger home with 

large living spaces.  After many objections to an earlier 
proposal, the applicant has resubmitted a revised proposal. 

Community members are invited to submit an expression of interest for any one of nine City of Parramatta Advisory Panels. 
The Advisory Panels will be made up of nominated City of Parramatta Councillors, subject matter experts and community 
members. Panel members play a key role in providing feedback and advice on Council strategies, policies, services 
and projects. Panel meetings will be held quarterly. The Panels are:  City Economy; Community Infrastructure; Cultural; 
Environmental Sustainability; First Nations; Heritage; Integrated Transport; Smart City and Innovation; Social Sustainability and 
Inclusion.
See https://parra.engagementhub.com.au/committees-and-advisory-panels for more information. 

Amended DA for “Build to rent” at 2-16 Epping Rd and 2-4 Forest Grove Epping. DA/397/2020/A

53-61 Rawson St, Epping (Coles and adjacent office block site).

316-318 Malton Rd, North Epping DA/85/2025 (Hornsby Council)

In August 2024, the City of Parramatta Council approved 
development of a high level Master Plan for the Epping Town 
Centre (west side), including laneways, access and circulation 
within the precinct, the interface of the buildings with the public 
domain, and a review of existing planning controls. Council’s 
Rawson St carpark is included in the Master Plan.
At the special April 1 Trust meeting, Council Staff Kelly van der 
Zanden and Robert Cologna gave a presentation on the Master 
Plan Process, and the proposed Vision and Principles, which 
were developed after extensive engagement with the community. 
They then answered many questions from the audience. This 
phase of consultation closed on 10 April. 

Council aims to make Rawson St a unique destination where 
the community can gather, eat, play, with a green link to Boronia 
Park. It would feature wider footpaths and activated laneways 
to link Epping station to Rawson St. In future, the council 
carpark might become a community space, a public plaza, with 
a basement carpark. However, this would require substantially 
reduced traffic flow.
Council aims to make walking in Epping Town Centre safer and 
more accessible, with wider, upgraded footpaths and additional 
tree plantings for shade.  Improved street-level amenity would 
flow from building designs of appropriate scale and size (eg 
several lower floors form a wide pedestal and face the street but 
higher floors are in narrow towers set back from the street). 

Master Plan Vision:  
“Create a strong community identity for Epping by developing 

Rawson Street as a destination high street, connected to Boronia 
Park through a green town square supported by community 

facilities. The two halves of Epping are connected across the 
railway and knitted together by lively laneways.” 

This increases sunlight at ground level and for adjacent buildings. 
It also helps to suppress wind effects at ground level, because 
strong winds tend to shear off the upper floors and are stopped at 
the pedestal levels so they do not go straight to ground level.
Council seeks to improve East-West connections across both 
Beecroft Rd and the railway line. Since Beecroft Rd, a major 
artery, is expected to get busier, council plans to encourage office 
and commercial development, rather than retail and cafes, facing 
Beecroft Rd.
Cycling in Epping should be safer and more accessible.  
Cycleways connecting north-south from Pennant Hills through 
Beecroft to Eastwood and Ryde have a gap around Epping. Local 
cycleways in Epping are also patchy. Safer local cycling, eg for 
school students, could reduce car traffic on local streets.

QA& 's
Selected Questions from the audience.  
(A full list of questions and responses is available  
on request. It was shared with Council staff).

Epping Town Centre Master Plan (west of the railway line) 

City of Parramatta Advisory Panels - Members sought

Development Applications

► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ►

Drone picture of the 
shed when it was under 
construction and some 
of the members.

Artist's view of development, 
from Epping Bowling Club, 
Blaxland Rd.

• Liven up Rawson Street 
and connecting laneways 
with small shops and dining 
options, making them
active day and night.
• Provide commercial offices 
and essential services
fronting Beecroft Road 
where foot traffic is less vital.

Create a bustling space for shops and
dining through the day and night
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EPPING CIVIC TRUST
 PRESIDENT:  Judith Dawes

P.O. BOX 271, Epping 1710
Website: www.eppingcivictrust.org 
Email: eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

Newsletter
May 2025

EPPING CIVIC TRUST
www.eppingcivictrust.org
eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

PO Box 271 Epping 1710

Annual General Meeting 
Tuesday 20 May 2025, 7.30pm in the hall of the Church of Christ, Bridge St, Epping.  
Light supper will be served from 7pm before the meeting.

Agenda:   

Proposed Meeting dates for 2025 

at 7.30 pm, at the  
Church of Christ Hall, 31 Bridge St, Epping.

1. Welcome and Apologies
2. President’s Report
3. Guest Speakers:
Cheryl Bates OAM, Chair, National Trust (NSW) Parramatta Regional Branch
"Advocating for Parramatta's Heritage - the big picture"
Cheryl Bates grew up in Granville, attended primary school in Rosehill, and went to high school in Parramatta. Cheryl joined the 
National Trust in 1983 and has been an active member of the Parramatta Regional Branch for 16 years. The Branch acts as the 
"eyes and ears" of the area, identifying threats to heritage and advocating for their preservation.

Monica Tudehope, MP, State Member for Epping
Topic to be confirmed.

Members are invited to attend the May General Meeting. 

This talk will examine some of the recurring battles Cheryl has been involved in over the past eight years, along with community 
involvement in Council's Heritage Advisory Committee, Parramatta Park Community Trustee Board, Parramatta Heritage Partners, 
and the Roxy Theatre Action Group. Of course, Cheryl is not the only one fighting to preserve heritage in Parramatta and she 
encourages collective efforts to save our heritage for future generations.

Volunteers Needed

Epping Civic Trust Membership is by calendar year. 
Your renewal for 2025 is due now.
Please renew on the website if possible to reduce administration.   
www.eppingcivictrust.org/membership
Members can also renew by mail with a cheque, or through your bank 
account by EFT (but please advise us by email that you have renewed so we 
know who has paid). 
Donations: We are grateful that many members give additional donations to 
the Trust when renewing. This is very important as it helps us cover costs 
each year. You can donate via PayPal through the Donate section on the 
website, by EFT or cheque. www.eppingcivictrust.org/donate-page 

Epping Civic Trust Membership & Donations 

Report from the President, Judith Dawes ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► 
I congratulate the representatives for Bennelong, Berowra, and Parramatta, who have been re-elected in the Federal 
election. Free and fair elections and an engaged constituency are critical for a healthy democracy. Unfortunately, 
the Trust was not able to hold “Meet the Candidates” meetings for the electorates in which Epping falls, but we 
collaborated with the Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust to send the candidates for the federal seats of Berowra and 
Parramatta some questions. We shared the responses from both sets of candidates with Trust members by email. 
(Not all candidates were contactable.)
We congratulate the Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust on their 60th anniversary! They recently held a wonderful 
afternoon tea to commemorate the anniversary with speeches by (former) President Rod Best, Vice-President Ross 
Walker, and Guest speaker Graham Ross. Rod Best and Brian Shirley were presented with well-deserved Life 
Memberships of the Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust for their tireless service to the Trust. 

Anzac Day Commemorations Bushcare

Deputy Mayor and Councillor  
Cameron Maclean
Phone: 0422 141 415 
c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,  
Parramatta NSW 2124
cmaclean@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au 
Councillor Charles Chen
Phone: 0497 376 547 
c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,  
Parramatta NSW 2124
cchen@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Sreeni Pillamarri
Phone: 0499 116 664 
c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,  
Parramatta NSW 2124
spillamarri@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au 

Councillor Verity Greenwood
Phone: 0402 444 456 
c/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,  
Hornsby NSW 1630 
vgreenwood@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Ben McSweeney 
Phone: 0423 411 928 
c/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,  
Hornsby NSW 1630
bmcsweeney@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Matthew Conley
Phone: 0432 835 120 
c/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,  
Hornsby NSW 1630
mconley@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Useful  
Contacts
Members who have concerns 
about issues in Epping are 
always free to contact the 
Trust through our email or 
website. However, if you have 
issues that you would prefer 
to discuss with our elected 
representatives, here are their 
contact details:

Member for Berowra, Julian Leeser
Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Rd, Pennant Hills
Phone: 9980 1822  Email: Julian.Leeser.MP@aph.gov.au
 

Member for Parramatta, Andrew Charlton
Suite 1 / 25 Smith St Parramatta
Phone: 9689 1455   Email: Andrew.Charlton.MP@aph.gov.au
 

Member for Bennelong, Jerome Laxale
32 Beecroft Rd, Epping
Phone: 9869 4288   Email: Jerome.Laxale.MP@aph.gov.au
 

Member for Epping, Monica Tudehope
Suite 303, level 3, 51 Rawson St, Epping
Phone: 9877 0266   Email: epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au 
 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NSW

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

 
 
Tuesday 19 August; Tuesday 18 November

The Epping RSL Club, supported by City of 
Parramatta Council, held a Dawn Service 
of Commemoration on Anzac Day at The 
Cenotaph in Forest Park, Epping. This 
moving service was held just as the sun rose 
above the trees in the Park. The service was 
attended by hundreds of people - members 
of the public, community representatives and 
members of the armed forces. The service 
included prayers, hymns, a recitation of 

Would you like to join a 
Bushcare group in the Epping-
Carlingford area? Groups of 
friendly like-minded locals meet 
monthly to restore and retain 
the bushland near parks and 
along creeks. Group members 
are passionate about improving 
local bushland areas for all 
to enjoy. If you are interested 
in joining a Bushcare group 
please contact Parramatta 
Council at bushcare@
cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

Following his engaging talk at the Epping Civic Trust February 
Meeting, the President of Epping Rotary Club, Mr Bruce Jacob, 
would like to invite members of the Trust to attend a Rotary Club 
meeting. If you are interested in attending a Rotary Club meeting, 
and finding out more about Rotary’s activities, please contact 
Bruce directly, via email at brucejacob52@yahoo.com.au

Dorothy Doolan, of Ray Park Heritage Group is organising 
a Physiotherapy Walking Group for all residents in our local 
community. The group will be guided by a professionally trained 
physiotherapist. The goal is to enable everyone to enjoy the park 
and to learn exercises that are designed to enhance daily life in an 
interactive and engaging way.  
Please contact Dorothy directly:rpheritage@netspace.net.au Epping Rotary Club – an invitation

Physiotherapy Walking Group  
in Hazlewood Rose Park

The Ode and wreath-laying by school and community 
representatives accompanied by a solitary bagpiper. A trumpeter 
played the Last Post and Reveille. 

Council provides training if needed, tools and equipment.  Each 
group has a Council Supervisor working and helping on workdays.

Volunteers Needed
The Trust depends on people 
volunteering, and without people 
stepping up to join the committee, the 
Trust will cease to exist.
There are vacancies on the Committee, 
so why not get involved?
Could you help with promotional 
activities, submissions to Council, 
newsletter editing, minutes taking, 
meetings, tree committee, events, etc?   
For more information, please email  
eppingcivictrust@gmail.com 

Could you help with promotional activities, submissions to 
Council, newsletter editing, minutes taking, meetings, tree 
committee, events, etc? 
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