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General Meeting -
Public Meeting to “meet the candidates” for Parramatta City Council Epping Ward.
Tuesday 20 August 2024, 7.30pm in the hall of the Church of Christ, Bridge St, Epping.

Agenda: » Welcome and Apologies

« This is a public meeting dedicated to the Council elections to be held on
Saturday 14 September 2024.

« All Candidates for City of Parramatta Council Epping ward are invited to attend the meeting, explain
their policies and answer some prepared questions as well as questions from the audience.

* Other business

A public meeting to Meet the Candidates for Hornsby Shire Council — Ward C (hosted by Beecroft Cheltenham
Civic Trust) will be held on Thursday 29 August 7.30pm at Beecroft Presbyterian Church Hall.

Report from the President, Judith Dawes » » » > b b >

2024 is a year of important elections around the world, in France, India, Russia, Taiwan, UK, USA, and others!
Here in NSW, Council elections are a chance for us to reflect on what the Council does for us as residents, and
what plans and policies we want to see enacted in the future. On Saturday 14 September, we can choose to vote
for Councillors who offer us a clear and attractive vision, and a demonstrated ability to engage with the issues of

concern to us. We also want to see Councillors who are able to work with Council staff effectively to get things
done. | strongly encourage you to attend the upcoming public meetings to meet the candidates for Parramatta
City Council or for Hornsby Shire Council. We look forward to hearing from the candidates on their vision for our
suburb, and their responses to our questions.

Mentorship opportunities with the Epping Civic Trust

The Epping Civic Trust works to improve life in Epping and surrounds, including development, infrastructure and the
environment. As a community organisation, it needs your help and support. Members of the Trust review and make
submissions concerning Development Applications; lobby concerning environmental and tree protection; and aim to make
the Epping Community aware of matters relevant to Epping.

The Epping Civic Trust is setting up mentorships and offering to members of the local community the following
opportunities;
 Treasurer - tasks and responsibilities of being a Treasurer to a committee or club

» Newsletter Editor - gain experience writing and editing concisely and clearly on topics of local interest — from heritage to
community events to urban development policy

» Tree Committee Member - work with local councils to preserve the natural environment

« Committee Member - learn the process of reviewing and writing submissions on Development Applications; promoting
and participating in community events, taking minutes, creating meeting agendas, understanding the roles within a
committee.

These opportunities are open to anyone living in Epping and interested in gaining the above skills, so that in the future,
they can contribute to the community. The time commitment is what you can offer. For more information, or to apply, please
email the Epping Civic Trust.

eppingcivictrust@gmail.com and provide your contact details and area of interest in the Trust.

Would you like to join a Bushcare group in the Epping-Carlingford area?

Groups of friendly like-minded people meet monthly. We work to restore and retain the bushland near parks
and along creeks. Each group is a small number of local residents who are passionate about improving local
bushland areas for all to enjoy while walking along the many tracks in the area.

If you are interested in joining such a group please contact Parramatta Council at
bushcare@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au Council provides training if needed, tools and equipment. Each group
has a Council Supervisor working and helping on workdays.

Join a
Bushcare

group!




Development Applications

DA/61/2018/B 48-54 Beecroft Rd and 52-54R
Rawson Street, Epping.

This modification to add commercial floor space to the previously
approved DA was approved.

DA/53/2022 263-281 Pennant Hills Road,

Carlingford

Council considered the Planning Proposal to reconfigure the
existing R4 High Density Residential and RE1 Public Recreation
zones. This includes changes to the maximum height of buildings
on the Pennant Hills Road frontage from 9 storeys to a mix of 18
storeys, 22 storeys, and 29 storeys, and changes to the maximum
height of buildings on the remainder of the site from part 11
storeys to a mix of 8 storeys, 11 storeys, and 14 storeys, and an
increase to the maximum floor space ratio from a ratio of 2.3 /

1 to a ratio of 3.6 / 1. Floor space ratio is the gross floor area of
buildings divided by the total site area.

City of Parramatta Council updates

The City of Parramatta Council endorsed the Parramatta Late
Night Trading Development Control Plan which came into effect
on 8 July 2024. The Late Night Trading controls apply to the
Parramatta City Centre, and provide guidelines for business
seeking to trade in the evening after midnight. The controls also
require new developments within the Parramatta CBD to include
appropriate noise amelioration measures against late night trading
noise.

An extension of this plan for late night trading in the Epping CBD
was not endorsed, but may be considered in future.

Council’s Tree Canopy Target

Epping Bridge Widening Project - update

The Federal and NSW governments are funding an upgrade
to Epping Bridge to ease congestion, reduce travel times and
improve safety for road users. First, a chiller unit attached to
the northern end of the Sydney Metro South Service Building
on High Street will be relocated to the southern end of the
building, commencing in July 2024. Initial activities include
installation of site compound, locating existing underground
services, electrical work, minor earthworks, foundation work,
and structural steel installation.

The Trust is particularly interested in promoting increases to the tree canopy in Epping, since Parramatta Council recently voted to
reduce its tree canopy target from 40% by 2050 to 30% by 2050. A consultant from RMIT advised the Council on the options for

tree canopy targets. The trends of the past 14 years are shown in the figures below from the Council papers. They are extremely
disappointing, but they are no surprise to those of us who have lived in this local government area for a while. Council does not yet
have a strategy (or a committed budget) to reach even this reduced tree canopy target. Council cannot increase overall canopy cover
by focusing on planting trees in the public domain in isolation. We await the new strategy with interest.

Year

Source of Figures: Council
Meeting Agenda 8 July
2024,

item 13.7

https://businesspapers.
parracity.nsw.gov.
au/Open/2024/07/
0OC_08072024_AGN_958
AT.PDF
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Figure 1: City of Parramatta's
change in overall canopy, private
and public land-uses.

>

Figure 3: City of Parramatta's
change in canopy for suburbs
based on 2016 Statistical Areas.
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Building an Urban Forest - extract from “The Gardens” magazine

Prof Michelle Leishman (Macquarie University)

The importance of resilient and sustainable urban forests is
recognised globally. UN Sustainability Development Goals call for
additional tree cover in cities to supply essential environmental,
economic, and social ecosystem services. Urban forest strategies
at scales from local councils to global mega-cities are being rolled
out. In NSW, for example, the State Government’s Greening Our
City program aims to increase green cover across Greater Sydney
and contribute to lifting urban canopy coverage to 40% by 2036.

The urban forest, or green infrastructure, incorporates public
parks, residential gardens, street trees, remnant bushland, green
roofs and walls, and stormwater management systems such as
rain gardens. The ecosystem services and benefits provided by
urban forests are enormous. The urban forest is increasingly
seen as a viable tool in helping cities to mitigate climate change
through carbon sequestration and storage and, most importantly,
to adapt to extreme heat. Urban vegetation actively cools the
landscape through evaporation and shading, resulting in reduced
temperatures and flow-on benefits of reduced energy use and risk
of heat stroke in vulnerable people. Green space is used in water-
sensitive urban design to control flooding, erosion and nutrient
loading and to absorb and trap air pollution. The urban forest
provides critical habitat for biodiversity and there is increasing
evidence that access to urban green space is associated with
improved health and wellbeing outcomes for people.

However, given climate change predictions that Australian cities
will face hotter temperatures, increased frequency and severity of
drought, more intense and more frequent storms and bushfires,
and potentially new pests and pathogens, there is an urgent need

to ensure our urban forests are resilient for the future. We can

to build the resilience of our urban forests through careful
selection and management of plant species, ensuring that the
species of our urban forests are adapted for future climates, with
tolerance of hotter and drier climates...

As climate change intensifies, we need to find innovative ways to
adapt our cities to the new conditions. Research projects help to
provide the evidence base for smart decision making for urban
forest and green space management, ensuring that cities of

the future support healthy liveable environments for people and
nature.

Extracted from: “The Gardens” magazine, Winter 2024 of the
Foundation and Friends of the Botanic Gardens. Please read the
full article on their website:
https://www.botanicgardens.org.au/discover-and-learn/watch-
listen-read/gardens-magazine

:loJelglel@tels] INDEPENDENT TOLL REVIEW Motorists First

Alan Fels and David Cousins propose significant reforms to the toll road system in NSW to “unscramble the toll road egg”.

Their proposed key reforms are to:

« Introduce a new network approach to tolling to provide for uniform tolling across the whole tolled network so far as possible,

to better manage traffic flows.

» Reduce the level of tolls to allow for greater use of toll roads and relieve congestion on ancillary and local roads

to improve overall travel times.

Fels and Cousins find that the level of tolls

is higher than necessary or desirable. They
recommend a coordinated toll network pricing
system underpinned by principles of fairness,
transparency, and efficiency. Tolls should

be used to manage traffic rather than raise
revenue. A new state-owned entity “NSW
Motorways” is proposed to set network tolls
and distribute the revenue to individual toll
operators. The report favours dynamic peak/
off-peak pricing and declining-distance-based
tolls, and it recommends two-way tolling on the
Sydney Harbour Bridge, the Sydney Harbour
Tunnel and the Eastern Distributor. With

the Network Toll Restructure and Reduction
scenario the report predicts increased traffic on
the M2 and reduced traffic for most sections
of Victoria Rd, Epping Rd, and the Pacific
Highway. Motorists are right to consider that
the tolls are too high when they are stuck in
congested traffic on toll roads! The current
toll road operators will need to negotiate with
the NSW government to deliver the proposed
network.

https://lwww.treasury.nsw.gov.au/toll-review

Map of Sydney’s motorways and toll roads (Independent Toll Review).



G’Day Neighbour

G’Day Neighbour is a community-based non-profit
organization committed to leveraging community resources
for the betterment of local residents in areas including
Epping, Eastwood, Carlingford, Dundas Valley, and
surrounding suburbs. Mr Charles Chen, the founder of G'Day
Neighbour, lives in Epping and loves the vibrancy of the local
neighbourhood. Starting as a volunteer for NSW Rural Fire
Services, Charles has long been involved in various state
and local volunteering and charity activities, including RSCPA
fundraising. Those valuable experiences have inspired him to
found G'Day Neighbour, where he and a dedicated group of
volunteers come together with the sole purpose of making our
community a better place.

G’Day Neighbour hosts regular community events and ac-
tivities to provide a platform for local residents to bond and
connect. All events/activities/seminars are completely free and
open to people from all ages. One of the activities is a variety
of regular Thursday community events at Epping’s Boronia
Grove Community Centre. These events have received over-
whelming support and positive feedback.

A 2024 Harmony Day Celebration Event by
G'DayNeighbour at Boronia Grove Community Centre.

Useful
Contacts

Members who have
concerns about issues in
Epping are always free to
contact the Trust through
our email or website.
However, if you have
issues that you would
prefer to discuss with our
elected representatives,
here are their contact
details:

Phone: 0416 035 817

Parramatta NSW 2124

Phone: 0447 745 402

Parramatta NSW 2124

Member for Epping, Dominic Perrottet
Suite 303, level 3, 51 Rawson St, Epping
Phone: 9877 0266 Email: epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au

EPPING CIVIC TRUST

PRESIDENT: Judith Dawes
SECRETARY: Dave Black
P.O. BOX 271, Epping 1710
www.eppingcivictrust.org

Do you live in a strata title building?

You might be interested to join the Owners Corporation
Network, at www.ocn.org.au

This network has a wealth of resources for new strata owners
and serves to represent, educate and protect the interests of
owners and occupiers of residential strata and community title
dwellings. Examples of the topics the Owners Corporation
Network addresses are Consumer Law, Building Defects,
Disaster Preparedness, Embedded Networks (electricity or
internet), Energy Efficiency, Insurance, and Short-term Letting.
If you would like the Epping Civic Trust to more effectively
lobby on issues that affect Strata Title living, please get in
touch with the Trust Committee via
eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

Vale - Beryl Engel (1929 - 2024)

Beryl joined Epping Civic Trust

in order to have her say on the

preservation of parks and gardens

in the region and she remained an

active Trust member for over 40

years. Living in Cumberland St for

the past 64 years made her more

than familiar with the various issues

confronting the catchment area.

In 1983 Beryl became an Independent Parramatta Councillor
for the Dundas ward and served on Council for a period of
12 years (three consecutive terms), holding many important
roles. During her term she worked tirelessly to help the
residents of Dundas, Epping and Carlingford.

Councillor Lorraine Wearne
c¢/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,

lwearne@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Cameron Maclean

c/- City of Parramatta Council, PO Box 32,

ddavis@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

Renewing your Epping Civic Trust Membership

Please renew on the website if possible to reduce
administration. Members can also renew by mail with a cheque,
or through your bank account by EFT.

Councillor Emma Heyde
Phone: 0403 589 722

¢/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,
Hornsby NSW 1630
eheyde@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Verity Greenwood
Phone: 0402 444 456

c¢/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,
Hornsby NSW 1630
vdelgallego@hornsby.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Sreeni Pillamarri
Phone: 0499 116 664

c/- Hornsby Shire Council, PO Box 37,
Hornsby NSW 1630
spillamarri@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Member for Bennelong, Jerome Laxale
32 Beecroft Rd, Epping
Phone: 9869 4288 Email: Jerome.Laxale. MP@aph.gov.au

Proposed Meeting dates for 2024
Tuesday 20 August;
Tuesday 19 November

at 7.30 pm, at the
Church of Christ Hall, 31 Bridge St, Epping.




