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PO Box 271 Epping 1710 N eWS|etter

www.eppingcivictrust.org May 2024
eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

GENERAL MEETING: Tuesday 21 May 2024, 7.30pm in the hall of the Church of Christ,
Bridge St, Epping.
Light refreshments will be served from 7 pm before the meeting.

AGENDA: Welcome and Apologies

President’s Report

Guest speakers

- Mr Jerome Laxale, Member for Bennelong, will speak on the Federal Budget, the crossing
at Rawson St, the access lift to Epping station, and the widening of Epping Bridge.

- Clirs Cameron Maclean and Lorraine Wearne, City of Parramatta Council, will speak on
Council matters.

Other business

Mentorship opportunities with the Epping Civic Trust » >

The Epping Civic Trust works to improve life in Epping and surrounds, including development, infrastructure and the
environment. As a community organisation, it needs your help and support. Members of the Trust review and make
submissions concerning Development Applications; lobby concerning environmental and tree protection; and generally aim
to make the Epping Community aware of matters relevant to Epping.

To build on this valuable knowledge, the Epping Civic Trust is setting up mentorships and offering to members of the local
community the following opportunities;

e Treasurer - what is involved and the responsibilities of being a Treasurer for a committee or club

« Newsletter Editor - gain experience editing and writing concisely and clearly on topics of local interest — from heritage
to community events to urban development policy

e Tree Committee Member - learn how to approach local councils to preserve the natural environment

e Committee Member - learn the process of reviewing and writing submissions on Development Applications; promoting
and participating in community events, taking minutes, creating meeting agendas, understanding the roles within a
committee such as president, secretary ...

These opportunities are open to anyone over the age of 18 living in the Epping area and interested in gaining the above
skills to enhance their knowledge, develop experience dealing with local government, and in the future, they can contribute
to the community. The time commitment is what you can offer.

For more information, or to apply, please email the Epping Civic Trust
eppingcivictrust@gmail.com and provide your contact details and area of interest in the Trust.

Report from the President, Judith Dawes » » » > b b >

Living in the community of Epping, | appreciate our opportunities for leisure, sports, and enjoying the natural
environment, but there is much potential for improvement! Whether it is a refurbished Aquatic Centre, expansion
of local school capacity, more efficient transport infrastructure, more green space, or improved access to
bushland walking tracks, many Epping residents would appreciate such improvements.

| am concerned that recent policy decisions by both local and state governments do not appear to value the
heritage and history of our built environment. The Epping Civic Trust was formed more than 50 years ago to
protect heritage precincts in Epping, and we do not want to risk their loss forever for the short-term “gain” of
intensive development.

Members who have concerns about issues in Epping can contact the Trust through our email
eppingcivictrust@gmail.com or website. However, if you have issues that you would prefer to
discuss with our elected representatives, see their contact details on page 4.




Development Applications

Epping Aquatic Centre upgrade DA/764/2023

The Epping Aquatic Centre closed to the community on 30 April
2024. Site works will commence soon. The upgraded Aquatic
Centre will include:

* New main building with lift access and change facilities for all
users

« New indoor 20m pool with access ramp, for swim school

* New filtration system to improve water quality and temperature
control

» Refurbishment of the existing 50 m pool and the existing shallow

pools.
We look forward to an upgraded Epping Aquatic Centre in 2026.

Artist’s impression of the 50 m pool with new access and
facilities building in the background.

263-273 Pennant Hills Rd and 18 Shirley St, Carlingford - amended DA/53/2022

Meriton submitted an amended proposal for a new mixed-use
development, with seven multi-storey multi-residential buildings
containing 723 residential dwellings. The plans include a new
Carlingford Library, two swimming pools and gymnasia, a metro-
supermarket, shops and childcare centre. The site is close to the
future light rail line.

Since the land has already been cleared, the decision to develop
this site has been made. However, the transport plans provided
for this development appear unrealistic. In 2023, the NSW
Productivity Commission wrote "Building more homes where
infrastructure costs less". “The highest-cost area we looked at is

Carlingford, where congestion costs around $65,000 per dwelling.

Congestion costs are also high in other parts of the North West,

Artists impressions of
the Meriton mixed-use
development

the Northern Beaches, and Canterbury. These results indicate
that over the long term, a new dwelling in Carlingford would
result in nearly seven times more commuter time being lost to
congestion than a new dwelling in the CBD.”

The Trust is concerned about the effect of this development on
traffic and school capacity in Carlingford. Vehicular access to

the development is restricted to Shirley St — this street will be a
bottleneck! While some commuters will access the future light
rail line towards Parramatta and Westmead, commuters travelling
East are not well-served. The 550 Bus, a popular route towards
Epping and Macquarie Centre, already operates beyond capacity
at peak hour.

25 Chester St Epping,
DA/643/2023

We await the outcome of this hearing
for the demolition of an existing
Federation cottage, multiple tree
removal, and construction of a

new two-storey residence, which

is incompatible with the heritage
conservation area guidelines. The
Trust has made previous submissions
concerning this DA.

Federation cottage at 25
Chester Street, Epping

52 Essex St, Epping
DA/416/2022

An amended application for an 80-place
childcare centre at 52 Essex St, in the
Essex St Heritage Conservation Area, was
submitted to the Land and Environment
Court. This DA is opposed by the Trust, due
to the large scale of the development, lack
of tree replacement, and modern design,
incompatible with nearby heritage buildings.
We await the Commissioner’s decision.




Proposed Low - to Mid-Rise Housing Policy
and Transport Oriented Development Anzac Day 2024

The NSW state government proposes to permit low-rise and
mid-rise housing across all local government areas near transport
infrastructure in the “six cities region” (the greater metropolitan
area spanning the Lower Hunter and Greater Newcastle City, the

Every year, our community comes together on Anzac
Day. The Epping RSL held the 109th Anniversary
Commemoration of Anzac Day in Epping’s Forest Park,

Central Coast City, the lllawarra — Shoalhaven City, the Western at the Cenotaph. As the sun rose, the audience listened
Parklands City, the Central River City, and the Eastern Harbour to the traditional service, which included Prayers, the
City) by late 2024. Existing council development control plans will Ode, wreath-laying, the Last Post and Reveille. It was a
be ignored. We would lose much of our tree canopy in Epping due moving service, attended by representatives of the armed

to potential duplex development across all R2-zoned areas. The forces and many members of the community of all ages.
proposal would allow:

» Dual occupancies in all R2 low-density residential zones across
NSW.

» Terraces, townhouses and 2-storey apartment blocks near
transport hubs in R2 low-density residential zones.

» Mid-rise apartment blocks near transport hubs in R3 medium-
density zones.

We recognize that Sydney faces a housing crisis. However we
believe that the proposed housing policy will have unintended
consequences in permitting increased density development across
all local government areas, with no consideration of the local A Anzac Day service in Forest Park
context. The policy overrides council planning instruments.

Epping has already experienced the adverse effects of sudden
government policy shifts in planning and development. Since
being named as an Urban Activation Precinct in 2014, Epping has
experienced very rapid development, with multiple new residential
apartment blocks up to 28 stories replacing single dwellings. In
less than a decade, the population of Epping increased by about
50% and our schools, green space, and transport infrastructure
did not keep up. For yet more people to be housed in Epping,
there needs to be careful planning for where they will live, and
what infrastructure will be needed. Where is the provision for the
extra infrastructure that is already needed? We are understandably
sceptical that additional infrastructure will indeed be delivered.

Heritage Conservation Areas commemorate the built heritage
and history of our suburb. If these are lost in a short-term drive
for development, they cannot be replaced. Furthermore, the
proposed housing policy does not support maintenance of mature
tree canopy. In fact, it will have the opposite effect, as homes

and gardens are demolished to make way for large duplexes or
apartments on small lots with inadequate space for mature trees.
We are extremely concerned about the lack of green open space
in Epping for our already rapidly increasing population. Parramatta
local government area sits considerably below the state target of
40% tree canopy, and this housing policy will have devastating
effects on our remaining mature tree canopy.

The Trust has serious concerns about these policy proposals. We
fear that our local context will be ignored in a desperate rush to A Anzac Day statue in Boronia Park
accommodate Sydney’s future population.

Urban planning in an era of climate change

Prof Sebastian Pfautsch, from Western Sydney University, spoke to the Trust in
February about “Adapting our city to a hotter future”. He explained the challenges
we will face as our city heats up. Addressing the need to accommodate Sydney’s
growing population, he compared densification and urban sprawl in terms of
livability and urban tree cover. Urban heat island effects come from the city
geometry and road and building materials, whereas cooling comes from water
bodies and green planting.

Urban cooling is achieved by planting trees, using permeable surfaces to store

water, irrigating trees and vegetation, choosing light-coloured roofing, or painting

the roads with light-coloured coatings. We need diverse strategies to cool our

city as the climate continues to heat up. It takes 30-50 years to grow mature tree

canopy. Let’s start! Choose trees depending on location and function — natives for

riparian habitat, and exotics for shady street trees. Itis a human right to live in a Edna Hunt Reserve
safe place — that needs to be cool.



The Epping YMCA Community Activities and Clean Up Australia
The Y Epping has been running for over 50 years and serving Day in HazleWOOd Rose Park

the community with many different programs. Our Gymnastics

program is a great start to every child's active and healthy 1st Roselea Scouts and Ray Park Heritage Group hosted
lifestyle, offering classes for 1 years old onwards. Our team the Epping Civic Trust and other community groups to hold
of qualified coaches teach both kids and adults to develop a Community day on Sunday 3 March at Hazlewood Rose
strength, coordination, flexibility and confidence at all levels. Park. It was a great day: the weather was kind and there was
Gymnastics at the Y builds the foundation for strong, active a wonderful atmosphere with a cross-section of groups and
and confident young people. We also run a Learn to Play activities for young and old in Epping and Carlingford. We

program inCIUding BaSketba”, Soccel’, Netball and Badminton. Sincere|y thank Dorothy D00|an' of Ray Park Heritage Group,
Playing a team sport for the first time can be daunting. That's | for her enthusiasm in bringing all the organisations together
why we run Learn to Play sessions where kids can learn for the community. We can all gain by collaborating with other
sports in a friendly and social environment. clubs and organisations for the overall betterment of the

Our Fitness program is an open-plan gym floor with a dedi- community.

cated functional training space (100 square metres) and wide
range of cardio- and weight-based equipment. Group fitness
and small group training classes are available. Pryme Movers
is our specialised fitness program for active seniors. We
believe staying active is the key to a vibrant and fulfilling life,
regardless of age. Our Pryme Movers classes are tailored to
seniors' unigue needs and abilities, offering a supportive and
social environment to enhance overall well-being.

Contact the Y at Epping:

admin.epping@ymcansw.org.au

www.ymcansw.org.au

02 9869 8966

} Renewing your Epping Civic Trust Membership

2024 Epping Civic Trust Membership is by calendar year

Please renew on the website if possible to reduce administration. www.eppingcivictrust.org/membership
Members can also renew by mail with a cheque, or through your bank account by EFT (but please advise us by email
that you have renewed so we know who has paid).

Donations: We are grateful that many members give additional donations to the Trust when renewing. This is very

important as it helps us cover costs each year. You can donate via PayPal through the Donate section on the website,
by EFT or cheque. www.eppingcivictrust.org/donate-page

USEFUL CONTACTS cCity of Parramatta Council, Hornsby Shire Council,
Members who have concerns P© Box 32, Parramatta NSW 2124 PO Box 37 Hornsby NSW 1630
about issues in Epping can Councillor Lorraine Wearne Councillor Emma Heyde
contact the Trust through our  Phone: 0416 035 817 Phone: 0403 589 722
email or website. However, lwearne@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au eheyde@hornsby.nsw.gov.au
if you have issues that you Councillor Verity Greenwood
; ; Councillor Cameron Maclean Phone: 0402 444 456
would prefer to discuss with 510 "0422 141 415 vgreenwood@hornsby.nsw.gov.au
our elected representatives, cmaclean@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au Councillor Sreeni Pillamarri
here is a list of their contact Phone: 0499 116 664
details: spillamarri@hornsby.nsw.gov.au
Member for Bennelong, Jerome Laxale Member for Epping, Dominic Perrottet
32 Beecroft Road, Epping 2121 Suite 303, level 3, 51 Rawson Street, Epping 2121

Phone: 02 9869 4288 Email: jerome.laxale.mp@aph.gov.au Phone: 02 9877 0266 Email: epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au

EPPING CIVIC TRUST Proposed Meeting dates for 2024
www.eppingcivictrust.org  Tuesday 21 May;

_ Tuesday 20 August;
PRESIDENT: Judith Dawes

TREASURER: Leo Hart Tuesday 19 November
SECRETARY: Dave Black at 7.30 pm, at the
P.0. BOX 271, Epping 1710 Church of Christ Hall, 31 Bridge St, Epping.




