
As we face a renewed bushfire threat and drought this 
summer across eastern Australia, we all need to reduce 
our carbon footprint, and reduce our use of fossil fuels to 
mitigate against climate change. In addition to changes at 
national and international level, the contributions of each 
household or workplace can make a difference. One action 
we should certainly be considering is to reduce vehicle 
emissions, by increasing our use of public transport, 
cycling and walking. In our next meeting we will discuss 
Traffic in our local government area, and we have invited 
members in advance to suggest questions for our 
speakers. Some items that we will discuss include 
connectivity from East to West Epping, pedestrian 
crossings and cycleways, local roads, traffic lights, parking 
near the shops, and the need for planning to address the 
impact of new residential developments on local traffic 
patterns. The Council does not control major roads, which 
are managed at State level by Roads and Maritime 
Services.
A related concern is the expectations that planners have 
for the future of our suburb. As a result of state 
government policies to accommodate the growing 
population of Sydney, Epping has been designated an 

“urban activation precinct”, so that high-density residential 
development is encouraged and promoted. This is already 
evident on the East side of Epping, along Epping Road, 
Langston Place, Cambridge Street and Oxford Street, and 
in Carlingford, near Pennant Hills Road and Marsden 
Road, and further high-density residential developments 
are planned for the West side of Epping along Rawson 
Street and Beecroft Road. Frustratingly, we have lost some 
significant office buildings, and no corresponding increase 
in commercial development has occurred, so most of the 
new residents of Epping need to commute out of Epping to 
their workplaces. This also means that there are very few 
daytime customers to sustain any shops and businesses 
that try to establish in Epping town centre. Twenty years 
ago we enjoyed a much greater range of local shops, 
services, banks, and other businesses in the Epping town 
centre than we have today, and yet now we have a 
significantly greater residential population. We also had a 
much greater area of green space and recreational land 
available per head of population, than we do today. The 
planners and policy-makers at State and Local 
Government level are failing us! 

►►►►► ►►►► ►►►►►Report from the President, Judith Dawes  

Membership of the Trust is by calendar year. If you join the 
Trust during October- December you will automatically be 
renewed for the following year.  Please join on the website 
if possible as it helps us to reduce administration.  www.
eppingcivictrust.org/membership
Members can also renew by mail with a cheque, or through 
your bank account by EFT (but please complete the usual 
membership form and send or email it to us so we can

record your renewal).

Donations: We are grateful that many members give 
additional donations to the Trust when renewing. This is 
very important as it helps us cover costs each year. You 
can donate via PayPal through the Donate section on the 
website, by EFT or cheque.

www.eppingcivictrust.org/donate-page
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Volunteers neeeded.  The Trust is entirely dependent on people volunteering – it can be a small amount of time 
or expertise or a greater involvement. Without people supporting the Trust, it will cease to exist. If you would like 
more information, please email eppingcivictrust@gmail.com
Members who have concerns about issues in Epping can contact the Trust through our email or website. 
However, if you have issues that you would prefer to discuss with our elected representatives, refer to the list of 
contacts on page 4.

NSW State Parliamentary Enquiry into the NSW Planning System

NSW State 
Taskforce into  
Bus Industry 
Services

Updates to the Parramatta Bike Plan 
The 2017 Parramatta Bike Plan has been refreshed and 
exhibited for public consultation. Feedback for this proposal 
includes the need for traffic calming when a bike lane is 
painted onto the road surface, as a painted bike lane does 
not make cyclists safer. Alternatively parking lanes on some 
blocks could be removed to allow a dedicated bike lane. While 
bike parking East of the station is useful, it needs more direct 
access. Specific intersections such as Boronia Ave / Midson 
Rd and Blaxland Rd / Langston Pl were highlighted for better 
management of crossings.
https://participate.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/bike-plan-refresh

The inquiry has wide-ranging terms of reference concerning 
● Developments proposed in flood- or fire-prone areas, areas 
vulnerable to rising sea levels, coastal erosion or drought, and 
areas with threatened ecological communities or habitat for 
threatened species 
● The adequacy of planning powers and planning bodies to 
review, amend or revoke planning approvals and consider the 
costs of placing people or the environment at risk as a 
consequence of development, climate change or environment 
degradation
● Short, medium and long-term planning reforms to ensure that 
communities can mitigate and adapt to climate change as well 

as the community’s expectation and need for homes, schools, 
hospitals, and infrastructure
● Alternative regulatory options to increase residential dwelling 
capacity where anticipated growth areas are no longer deemed 
suitable, or where existing capacity has been diminished due to 
the effects of climate change
Submissions close on 3 November, 2023. The Better Planning 
Network, of which the Epping Civic Trust is a member, has 
made a submission.
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/
inquiry-details.aspx?pk=2987

A State Government Taskforce has been convened 
to make recommendations to improve the reliability, 
quality and effectiveness of bus services in NSW. If 
you are concerned about bus services in the local 
area, please do consider making a submission by 
emailing or completing the survey before the closing 
date of 25 November 2023. The Terms of Reference 
for the Taskforce include service delivery, service 

planning, transition to clean energy, employment of 
drivers and maintenance staff, seat belts on school 
and/or public buses, and safety management 
systems for bus and coach operators. 
Email: bustaskforce@transport.nsw.gov.au
Website:https://www.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/
bus-industry-taskforce

Tuesday 21 November 2023, 7.30pm in the hall at the rear of Church of Christ, Bridge St, Epping.
Agenda:
1) Welcome and Apologies
2) President’s report 
3) Guest speakers: Cllr Paul Noack, Chair of Parramatta Council’s Traffic Committee and Traffic Engineering 
Committee, Mr Richard Searle and Mr Mark Leotta (Council staff responsible for traffic matters). Members of 
the Trust are invited to send their questions in advance, or to ask at the meeting.
4) Any other business

►
Screen shot of the Bike plan map zoomed into Epping. 

Source is the parramatta website above. Each dot on the map 
represents a feedback comment.

USEFUL CONTACTS City of Parramatta Council,  
PO Box 32, Parramatta NSW 2124

Councillor Donna Davis
Phone: 0447 745 402
ddavis@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Lorraine Wearne
Phone: 0416 035 817
lwearne@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Cameron Maclean
Phone: 0422 141 415
cmaclean@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au 

Hornsby Shire Council,  
PO Box 37 Hornsby NSW 1630

Councillor Emma Heyde
Phone: 0403 589 722 
eheyde@hornsby.nsw.gov.au 
Councillor Verity Greenwood 
Phone: 0402 444 456
vgreenwood@hornsby.nsw.gov.au 
Councillor Sreeni Pillamarri
Phone: 0499 116 664  
spillamarri@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Members who have 
concerns about issues in 
Epping are always free to 
contact the Trust through 
our email or website. 
However, if you have 
issues that you would 
prefer to discuss with our 
elected representatives, 
here is a list of their 
contact details:

PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALESFEDERAL PARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALIA

Member for Epping, Dominic Perrottet 
Suite 303, level 3, 51 Rawson Street, Epping 2121
Phone: 02 9877 0266  Email: epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Member for Bennelong, Jerome Laxale 
32 Beecroft Road, Epping 2121
Phone: 02 9869 4288  Email: jerome.laxale.mp@aph.gov.au

Proposed meeting dates for 2024
Tuesdays 7.30 pm 
20 February (Annual General Meeting);  
21 May; 20 August; 19 November  
Church of Christ Hall, 31 Bridge St, Epping 
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Development Applications and Development Matters ► ► ►

The City Of Parramatta Development Control Plan (DCP) 2023 
went into effect on the 18th of September. While the published 
book version of the DCP is 1498 pages and it is impossible to 
go through all of the changes, we would like to mention some 
of the important ones: 

1. Consent is now required when removing or pruning a tree 
whose trunk is within 3 metres of an approved building, carport 
or swimming pool

2. When council approves a tree for removal, council will 
seek similar replacement tree(s) in a suitable on-site location. 
If there isn’t a suitable location on-site then a financial 
contribution towards public tree planting may be collected

3. At least 40% of the total site area for dwellings & dual 
occupancy developments must be set aside for landscaping
4. Carshare parking is to be provided in new developments in 
Epping with more than 50 residential units
5. New residential developments that are not houses, duplex 
or secondary dwellings need to provide electric vehicle-ready 
connections for each unit
6. Urban cooling controls have been introduced for new 
residential units & shop-top developments with 3 or more 
levels and for certain non-residential developments. These 
controls are designed to improve user comfort, and may 
restrict the types of roofing used.

Bricks have long governed the appearance of residential 
buildings in Epping and surrounding suburbs, and they have 
been widely used for buildings in Sydney dating back to 1789.  
Bricks were produced by grinding shale and clay to a fine 
powder, sieving, mixing with water, shaping in a wooden or 
steel mould, and compressing by a plunger. Then they were 
dried and stacked for baking in the kiln. Until 1840 this process 
was done by hand, and it was not fully mechanised in Australia 
until about 1880. 
In Eastwood, the Great Northern Brick Company was 
established in 1912 on Midson Rd, using the local clay, 
classified as Wianamatta Shale. The land was granted 
to James Dunlop, an astronomer, in 1824, and it was 
subsequently sold to William Mobbs in 1828 who established 
fruit trees on the site.  As more people moved to Epping, 
and brick houses were in demand, the land was sold for the 
development of the brickworks. The Great Northern Brick 
Company supplied most of the bricks used in the local area, 
and by 1937, it produced 7 million bricks per year. That 
year, it was transferred to new ownership, Brickworks Ltd, 
which owned 9 brickworks throughout the Sydney area. After 
more acquisitions, and an astute cross-share-ownership 
arrangement with Washington Soul Pattinsons, the company 
later became Austral Bricks, and it is still family-owned.  
The “dry press” method of brick manufacture uses high 
pressure to compress the bricks in the moulds, with a lower 
water content for faster drying and firing. Over a period of 
several days, the bricks are first dried then fired in the kiln, 
and the colours of the bricks depend on the type of clay used, 
the position of the bricks within the kiln, and the temperature 

and conditions in the kiln. Several significant improvements 
in production capabilities were introduced in the mid 20th 
century, and the post-World War II housing boom drove a huge 
increase in brick production.  
The Eastwood brickworks produced dry press bricks until 
its closure in 2003. Local residents were very happy to see 
it close as the chimney stacks produced a lot of smoke 
from burning coal and gas in the kilns.  As William Dawes 
(Managing Director of Brickworks Ltd, and later of Austral 
Bricks) had anticipated, the land finally became more 
valuable than the brickmaking operations. Austral Bricks 
then transferred its dry press brick-making operations to the 
Southern Highlands.  
After decommissioning in 2003, the enormous pit at the 
centre of the brickworks was partly filled, and it was rezoned 
by Parramatta Council for a residential development. The 
14.7 hectare site was sold to AV Jennings, which developed 
the site as Cavanstone, building 255 free-standing homes, 
townhouses and apartments, which were appropriately 
constructed from brick! Cavan Drive celebrates the name 
of the home of the first manager of the brickworks, Mr W 
Allworth. 
The centre of the site features a heritage precinct, with some 
of the original brick kilns and chimneys and rusting machinery 
displayed amidst attractive garden landscaping near a popular 
children’s playground. Original bricks from the brickworks were 
used to pave the playground area and to repair and rebuild 
walls on the old kilns to make them safe. The chimneys are 
the tallest remaining square brick chimney stacks in Sydney.

Development Control Plan changes

While we wait for some significant developments in the Epping 
Town Centre to begin, local residents are putting up with messy, 
neglected building sites. Perhaps Council can require the land 
owners to maintain their sites while development approvals and 
other processes are completed? 

Over many decades, Ryde Hospital sent each new mother home 
with a jacaranda seedling to commemorate her new baby. Every 
November we enjoy the resulting beautiful display!

What are we waiting for? November - Jacarandas Turn  
Sydney Purple

The History of Eastwood Brickpit

The patent kiln was the largest 
kiln on site. The bricks could 
be fired continuously, with 
new bricks being loaded and 
stacked in neatly spaced rows 
by “setters” and finished bricks 
being removed by “draggers” 
while the “burners” carefully 
controlled the temperature 
throughout the kiln. While 
brick production was gradu-
ally mechanised, it was still 
hard work. A team of about 70 
men was needed to keep the 
brickworks running 24 hours a 
day, 6 days per week, and they 
worked under very hot, dusty 
conditions.

Team of setters, Eastwood 1985

Unloading the kiln, 1985

Before 
development

The industrial machinery displayed on the site was 
used in the manufacture of the bricks. Giant wheels 
were used to crush the rock before it was sieved, and 
blended with water in the pan-mixer. 

  Sources: 
  The Brickmasters 1788-2008, Ron Ringer, 
  Dry Press Publishing, Horsley Park, 2008 
  https://historyandheritage.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.
  au/blog/2016/10/24/eastwood-brickworks 

Editor’s note: William Dawes is no relation to the
current President of Epping Civic Trust.
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summer across eastern Australia, we all need to reduce 
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patterns. The Council does not control major roads, which 
are managed at State level by Roads and Maritime 
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evident on the East side of Epping, along Epping Road, 
Langston Place, Cambridge Street and Oxford Street, and 
in Carlingford, near Pennant Hills Road and Marsden 
Road, and further high-density residential developments 
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significant office buildings, and no corresponding increase 
in commercial development has occurred, so most of the 
new residents of Epping need to commute out of Epping to 
their workplaces. This also means that there are very few 
daytime customers to sustain any shops and businesses 
that try to establish in Epping town centre. Twenty years 
ago we enjoyed a much greater range of local shops, 
services, banks, and other businesses in the Epping town 
centre than we have today, and yet now we have a 
significantly greater residential population. We also had a 
much greater area of green space and recreational land 
available per head of population, than we do today. The 
planners and policy-makers at State and Local 
Government level are failing us! 
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very important as it helps us cover costs each year. You 
can donate via PayPal through the Donate section on the 
website, by EFT or cheque.

www.eppingcivictrust.org/donate-page

Reminder - 2024 Membership renewal

EPPING CIVIC TRUST
www.eppingcivictrust.org
 PRESIDENT:  Judith Dawes

TREASURER: Leo Hart 
SECRETARY:  Dave Black
P.O. BOX 271, Epping 1710

Newsletter
November 2023

November 2023 General Meeting

EPPING CIVIC TRUST
www.eppingcivictrust.org
eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

PO Box 271 Epping 1710

Volunteers neeeded.  The Trust is entirely dependent on people volunteering – it can be a small amount of time 
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Bus Industry 
Services

Updates to the Parramatta Bike Plan 
The 2017 Parramatta Bike Plan has been refreshed and 
exhibited for public consultation. Feedback for this proposal 
includes the need for traffic calming when a bike lane is 
painted onto the road surface, as a painted bike lane does 
not make cyclists safer. Alternatively parking lanes on some 
blocks could be removed to allow a dedicated bike lane. While 
bike parking East of the station is useful, it needs more direct 
access. Specific intersections such as Boronia Ave / Midson 
Rd and Blaxland Rd / Langston Pl were highlighted for better 
management of crossings.
https://participate.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/bike-plan-refresh

The inquiry has wide-ranging terms of reference concerning 
● Developments proposed in flood- or fire-prone areas, areas 
vulnerable to rising sea levels, coastal erosion or drought, and 
areas with threatened ecological communities or habitat for 
threatened species 
● The adequacy of planning powers and planning bodies to 
review, amend or revoke planning approvals and consider the 
costs of placing people or the environment at risk as a 
consequence of development, climate change or environment 
degradation
● Short, medium and long-term planning reforms to ensure that 
communities can mitigate and adapt to climate change as well 

as the community’s expectation and need for homes, schools, 
hospitals, and infrastructure
● Alternative regulatory options to increase residential dwelling 
capacity where anticipated growth areas are no longer deemed 
suitable, or where existing capacity has been diminished due to 
the effects of climate change
Submissions close on 3 November, 2023. The Better Planning 
Network, of which the Epping Civic Trust is a member, has 
made a submission.
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/
inquiry-details.aspx?pk=2987

A State Government Taskforce has been convened 
to make recommendations to improve the reliability, 
quality and effectiveness of bus services in NSW. If 
you are concerned about bus services in the local 
area, please do consider making a submission by 
emailing or completing the survey before the closing 
date of 25 November 2023. The Terms of Reference 
for the Taskforce include service delivery, service 

planning, transition to clean energy, employment of 
drivers and maintenance staff, seat belts on school 
and/or public buses, and safety management 
systems for bus and coach operators. 
Email: bustaskforce@transport.nsw.gov.au
Website:https://www.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/
bus-industry-taskforce
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1) Welcome and Apologies
2) President’s report 
3) Guest speakers: Cllr Paul Noack, Chair of Parramatta Council’s Traffic Committee and Traffic Engineering 
Committee, Mr Richard Searle and Mr Mark Leotta (Council staff responsible for traffic matters). Members of 
the Trust are invited to send their questions in advance, or to ask at the meeting.
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