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November General Meeting
Tuesday 15 November 2022, 7.30pm
in the hall at the rear of Church of Christ, Bridge St, Epping.

Guest Speakers

Our speakers are Robert Cologna, Group Manager Strategic Land Use Planning, and Robert Sutton,
Technical Specialist Manager from Parramatta Council.

We will also discuss the Trust’s tree policy submission to Council.

} Report from the interim President, Judith Dawes > >

As Janet McGarry has recently stepped down as administrative framework to support the work of the Trust
President of the Trust, | would like to pay tribute to her Committee. She worked with Treasurer, Leo Hart to make
outstanding service to the Trust and to our community of ~ membership payments easier online. Janet’s skills and
Epping and surrounding suburbs. With passion and focus on broadly communicating the work of the Trust led
persistence she has engaged with our councillors, and to her commissioning a new Trust website and she has

state and federal representatives, seeking to improve the it a Facebook following of more than 1000. She has

lives of residents in Epping. This has been through been highly effective as the public face of the Trust,

detailed submissions concerning our need for more green presenting carefully structured cases to Council meetings
space and parks, our concerns about overdevelopment . .
and Planning Panel meetings on developments and

and traffic problems, and particularly the proposed N . .
improvements to Dence Park Pool. On being elected policy issues. Janet also.chalred.Ge.r?eraI meetings of the
Trust for 5 years — planning and inviting speakers on

President 5 years ago, Janet worked with our former Vice } ]
President, Mike Moffatt to set up the Trust as an themes of importance to the community.
Incorporated Association, and she created a solid Thank you Janet!

The Trust wishes to farewell and thank Janet McGarry
for her work as President: we invite members and friends to join us
to celebrate Janet’s contributions to our community at the
North Epping Bowling Club

on Thursday 10 November, from 5-8 pm.

} 2023 Trust Membership

We will be seeking your membership renewal early in the Donations: Thank you to all the members who give
New Year. Please continue to support the Trust as a additional donations to the Trust — we would not be able to
member, and please consider volunteering your time as survive without them. Around half the income of the Trust

well. We need your skills in a range of areas — such as legal, comes from member donations. You can donate via PayPal
town planning, administration, IT, social media, letterboxing, through the Donate section on the website, by EFT or

etc. cheque.
} Council Activity
Memorial for Margaret McCartney The City of Parramatta Council was awarded $29.9 million through
The Trust is liaising with the Local Government Allocation from the Westlnvest program
Council staff who are funded by the Government’'s WestConnex asset recycling strategy.

preparing an appropriate Projects include $4.6 million for Somerville Park Improvements with
memorial for Margaret in new facilities for recreation and exercise; and $354,725 for the West
Forest Park. Epping Dog Off - Leash Area.




Heritage represents our history.

Thank you to Assoc Professor Carol Liston who spoke on this
topic to the Trust in August.

In early colonial times Epping was on the route to other
places (the Great North Road passes through Epping). At
that time, Epping was a convict settlement known as Barren
Hills, supporting timber cutting and road building. The cleared
land was farmed, with many orange, apple and peach
orchards and vineyards planted (the Castle Hill Orange
Blossom Festival celebrates the earlier orange orchards

of that area). Peaches grew so readily that ex-convict
orchardist William Mobbs fed them to his pigs! Many owners
of land grants were absentee farmers, with orchardists
predominating.

Governor King granted land to Marines from the First Fleet,
north of Parramatta River, hence the name the Field of

Mars and reserved common land, extending to Boundary
Road, Pennant Hills. This was an area where people could
gather firewood, but many illicit activities occurred there. The
development in many of these areas occurred much later
because the land was reserved. Part of the land grant was
subdivided by the government to raise funds to build the
Gladesville and Iron Cove Bridges.

Epping’s name has been fluid over the past 200 years. It
was originally the Field of Mars. Then later Carlingford. It
was finally called Epping (after Epping Forest in the UK)

in the late 19th Century to evoke the leafy garden suburb
that was being promoted by developers at that time. Around
the end of the 19th century, the grapes were wiped out
(Phylloxera infestation). Then the government developed

the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area (MIA) with huge citrus
orchards which put competitive pressure on the Sydney
based orchards. Many of the fruit orchards became unviable,
and were subdivided in the early 20th century by the children
of the original founders. (An early map showed Mr Crandon’s
Orchard, Mr Midson’s Orchard, Mrs Midson’s Orchard,

The pace of Development Applications coming forward has
picked up recently: unfortunately the pace of the provision
of community infrastructure such as parks, playing fields,
open spaces, recreational facilities and traffic improvements
remains stagnant.

1.DA/653/2022 - 246-250 Beecroft Road.

We have submitted our objections to this application for a
fifteen storey residential tower block at the service station
site on the corner of Carlingford and Beecroft Roads. The
development exceeds LEP height limits, and will produce
unacceptable increased vehicular and pedestrian traffic at
the already clogged adjacent road intersections.

2. 242-244 Beecroft Road.

This DA concerns construction of three residential tower
blocks, housing up to 1200 residents, on the Landcom site,
immediately to the north of the service station on the corner
of Beecroft and Carlingford Roads. The Trust opposes this
latest revision, because it does not provide the Commercial
space that Epping needs, and it will exacerbate vehicular and

> Epping Development Applications under consideration

Mr Brigg's home, the Lackersteens’ home. The Lackersteens
sold marmalades and jams). These subdivisions led to the
construction of the Federation houses of our current Heritage
Conservation Areas. Nurseries and other small businesses
began to open up around the suburb.

Why do we want to keep our Heritage Conservation Areas?
These homes are grand, elegant and well built, and they
will be even more appealing if we can tell the stories of the
people who lived there. These were people with interesting
social lives — a 1906 dance was reported in the local
newspaper (with descriptions of the ladies’ dresses). Crown
land off Oxford St and along Carlingford Rd was still being
sold after WWI. Rex Hazlewood'’s photos of the period
include a new School of Arts in 1916 and a Girls’ Grammar
School. There was a new Post office on the East Side of the
railway. Continued on page 3.

A The original School of Arts building. The foundation
stone was laid in 1907 and extensions including a second
storey and a new facade, were opened in 1917.

pedestrian traffic at nearby intersections.
3. DA/750/2022 - 25 Chester Street.

This DA seeks to demolish this circa 1900 home in the

East Epping Heritage Area and replace it with one which is
inappropriate for the heritage characteristics of the area. The
Trust has submitted our strong opposition to this DA.

4. DA/745/2018/A - 21 Norfolk Road.

The original DA for a childcare centre was refused by Council
but approved by the Land and Environment Court. The
present DA seeks substantial increases in the number of
childcare places and on-site car spaces. We strongly object
to these changes.

5. DA/416/2022 - 52 Essex Street.

This DA for a childcare centre was modified after an earlier
application was refused by the Local Planning Panel. The
Trust considers this renotified application is inappropriate
for the Heritage area. The application was refused by the
Planning Panel.

USEFUL CONTACTS

Members who have concerns about issues in
Epping are always free to contact the Trust
through our email or website. However, if you
have issues that you would prefer to discuss with
our elected representatives, here is a list of their
contact details:

City of Parramatta Council,
PO Box 32, Parramatta NSW 2124

Lord Mayor & Councillor Donna Davis
Phone: 0447 745 402
ddavis@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Lorraine Wearne
Phone: 0416 035 817

lwearne @cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Cameron Maclean
Phone: 0422 141 415
cmaclean@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
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The development of the suburb followed the trains. Epping was
advertised as a desirable place to live in 1910: people were
looking for cottages, and the railway line gave access to the city
(for gentlemen who could get to the office at 9.30 am but not for
labourers, who needed to be at work much earlier). The high
altitude of Epping, Beecroft and Pennant Hills was considered
healthy, and water (from Ryde pumping station) and gas were
available. There were building convenants which required high
value homes to be built (eg £300). Only wealthy people could
afford quality architecture and materials (bricks). Further from
the station, more economical blocks were sold to returning
soldiers following WWI.

On the west side of the station, shops and laneways began to
appear and Epping was a desirable location during the 1930s.
There were shops and a picture theatre on High St (now
Beecroft Rd) opposite the train station. This was due to good
transport and the opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. Many
advertisements for residential land mentioned the nearby water
and gas.

There is a wealth of heritage information in the archives.
Records at Parramatta Heritage Centre (include records from
Dundas Municipal Council from 1889-1948). Rate books

A Epping Post Office c. 1920

William Wallace, a postal clerk, is standing
on the front porch of the post office. Trove.

show who owns the land and the dimensions of each lot.

The correspondence registers show building applications

and subdivision plans. Many house plans and records of
individual dwellings are still available. The State Library has
digitized subdivision plans. There are also records of digitized
newspapers in Trove.

Look for stories of the people! The daughter of William Midson,
of “Chesterfield”, married Alderman Sonter (former real estate
agent) and they had 9 children, and some descendants still live
in Epping. Sonter’s estate was on the corner of Bridge St.

Henry Curzon Smith owned an estate on Pembroke St, and he
also built Curzon Hall. His business supplied refreshments on
the railways.

Planning for the future

The gradual development of Heritage Walks in Epping will
build the interest of residents, visitors and grow the respect

of the public for our Heritage Conservation Areas. People can
explore the area with walks, and learn the stories of the people
who used to live here. Members of Epping Civic Trust are
encouraged to research people, their houses and their stories.
Photograph your streetscape before it goes.

New Public School

Construction is underway for the new
Ngarala Public School at

86 Chelmsford Avenue at Epping.
Stage One construction of the main
building and classrooms is due to be
completed in early 2023 with an initial
enrolment of 600 students.

Stage Two construction of an additional
building with enrolment of a further 200
students is scheduled for 2028 and

a future capacity of 1000 students is
planned.

Ngarala Public School -
Facade and construction

Hornsby Shire Council,
PO Box 37, Hornsby NSW 1630

Councillor Emma Heyde
Phone: 0403 589 722
eheyde@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Verity Greenwood
Phone: 0402 444 456
vgreenwood@hornsby.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Sreeni Pillamarri
Phone: 0499 116 664
spillamarri@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Member for Epping,

Dominic Perrottet

Suite 303, level 3, 51 Rawson Street, Epping
Phone: 9877 0266

Email: epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au




e
Things that Matter - from Janet McGarry

In 2015, | saw a Facebook post that the swimming pool at
Dence Park was threatened with closure and demolition. A
page had been set up to oppose the move by Hornsby
Shire Council (who had management of it then) and to call
a public meeting. An irate group of residents came to that
first meeting, and my involvement in local community
issues began.

Whilst the pool was a lightning rod issue for many locals, by
2015 it was clear that Epping was undergoing radical
change. When the State Government pushed through the
rezoning as an “Urban Activation Precinct”, we didn't realise
what was ahead. As the first DAs came in, and buildings
went up, that changed. Members and volunteers with the
Epping Civic Trust (as Epping's only resident body) became
more active in representing local views.

The threat to the pool was seen off by a strong community
campaign, and the change of ownership to the City of
Parramatta under the council mergers occurred. The new
council committed to running the pool well, and patronage
grew strongly. The value of community infrastructure and
open space for a growing population (many living in high
density) is really a no-brainer.

Throughout my time lobbying on behalf of the community, it
would have been easy to become disillusioned as poor
planning decisions were made with real life consequences
for the quality of life of residents. But | know the great value
of locals speaking up - raising key issues , scrutinising
proposals for adherence to planning requirements, lobbying
on behalf of our heritage areas for future generations, and
importantly, campaigning for investment in quality
community facilities. Not a bit of tinkering here or minor
face lift there - but real, new, substantive community
infrastructure that will bind the future Epping together.

Volunteering can appear a thankless task - but it has
immense rewards. The people you meet and interact with,
the discovery of parts of your local area that you never
knew existed, and those occasions when incremental
improvements occur as a result of your efforts. These all
can benefit the community. As my time as President of the
Epping Civic Trust finishes, this has been the great
personal reward for stepping forward and getting involved.
Volunteering has much to commend it.

Tree subcommittee

The Tree committee has reviewed the tree policies of other
Sydney councils, and has collated some recommendations
for the City of Parramatta Council, including the following:

Tree Preservation The vision and motivation for tree
preservation and increased tree canopy needs to be clearly
and persuasively articulated. This vision should guide the
actions of council staff and inform local residents.

We need a better definition of a tree to ensure tree
preservation across the council area. This requires a more
inclusive definition of a tree (height, trunk diameter or
canopy), and clear controls on landscape and deep soil
areas to support retention of existing vegetation during
development

Development Applications and Tree Applications should
be posted at the affected property so that nearby residents
are aware. Residents and Developers need detailed
guidance on tree management, species choice,
maintenance, pruning, and deep soil allowance. DA and TA
Approval documents should match best practice, with a
detailed description of tree preservation actions and specific
conditions. Council staff should follow up on the Approval
conditions.

Increased Tree Planting The council should be more
ambitious in its tree canopy policy, and align with NSW State
government targets (40% tree canopy by 2030). Because of
the important contribution of mature trees to the tree canopy,
a complete rethinking of current policies on tree removal is
needed, in addition to increased new tree planting.

Street trees and new tree planting offer the opportunity to
increase the tree canopy and livability of the council area.
Policies to educate and consult with residents are also
needed.

A Edna Hunt reserve.

EPPING CIVIC TRUST Proposed meeting dates for 2023

Tuesday 21 February; Tuesday 16 May;
Tuesday 15 August; Tuesday 21 November 2023

www.eppingcivictrust.org

INTERIM PRESIDENT: Judith Dawes
TREASURER: Leo Hart
SECRETARY: Dave Black

P.O. BOX 271, Epping 1710 NSW
E: eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

7.30pm Church of Christ Hall,
31 Bridge Street, Epping - to be confirmed






