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Background 

The demolition of the residence situated at 236 Malton Road North Epping is proposed with 
Hornsby Council DA/514/2022. 

History of Ownership 

236 Malton Road North Epping originally formed part of Portion 472 of the Field of Mars Parish. 

This portion was purchased by Francis Richard Kingcott (1878-1954), an orchardist, on 10th October 
1898 for the sum of sixty five pounds (Vol 1495 Fol 239 – see attached copy of the title).  Sands 
Directories record that Mr Kingcott was a nurseryman.  

                                                           

                                                     

Kingcott sold the portion to Albert Pearson Walker on 19 January 1945.    In 1943 and 1949 Albert 
Pearson Walker and his family were recorded as living at “the Ranch” 58 Malton Road North Epping.  
It appears that Malton Road was renumbered in the 70’s to accommodate the many subdivided lots 
and it is likely that Walker was living on part of portion 472 at that time. 

Albert and Hannah Walker had four daughters: Madeline Alice, Patricia Aileen, Shirley Estelle, and 
Alice Elizabeth.  Unfortunately, Alice died in 1946.  

In 1947 Walker subdivided the portion in to three lots, A, B and C.  Lot B was transferred to his 
daughter Madeline on 10 February 1947 (Vol 5724 Fol 111 – see attached copy of the title), who was 
by then married to Frank Freeman.  Lot C was transferred to Patricia on 28 February 1949 (Vol 5877 
Fol 192). Lot A was transferred to his daughter Shirley and husband Bruce McMahon on 20th 
February 1950 (Vol 5822-Fol 18).   

In the 1950’s the family lived closely together in Malton Road, Patricia and Robert at 52-54 Malton 
Road, the Freemans and the parents at 58 Malton Road, Bruce and Shirley at 62 Malton Road.   The 
above addresses whilst different for current numbers would appear to coincide with the Walkers’ land 
holdings, i.e. lots A, B and C.   



Madeline and Frank Freeman lived at Malton Road from 1943 to 1958, at which point Lot B was 
subdivided into lots M, N, O, P, L and K.  Madeline Freeman retained ownership of the three 
remaining lots, N, O, and P.  

Lot M, which is now 263 Malton Road, was sold on 6 November 1958 to Errol and Dorothy Jones 
(Vol 7803 Fol 59 – see attached copy of the title).   

Errol and Dorothy Jones sold Lot M on 2 October 1969 to Owen and Jayne Sherrard. 

Following the passing of Mrs Freeman, lots N, O, and P were sold by the family in 2011.  

The current owner purchased Lot M from Owen Sherrard in 2021. 

Heritage Significance 

The substantial full brick house at 236 Malton Road is a Californian bungalow with the characteristics 
of a house built in the 1930’s.  Being mostly acreage lots, North Epping would have been sparsely 
populated at that time.  This house, set back above the road, would have been quite prominently 
positioned on its lot and typical of houses built on broad acreage lots in the pre-building boom era of 
the 60’s when many lots were subdivided and built upon.    

Portion 472 was owned by Francis Kingcott, an orchardist and nurseryman who held the land for a 
period of forty seven years from 1898 to 1945.  The local story is that the land was used as a rose 
nursery which is consistent with Kingcott’s occupation.  North Epping was originally cleared by 
timber fellers, subdivided into acreages and utilised for orchards, nurseries and poultry farms.  Typical 
were F Bailey’s and M Jacobs poultry farms after whom Bailey Crescent and Jacobs Close were 
named.  There are few residences from this era remaining.  These houses should be protected to 
provide a link to the farming era.  Nicholas Pedemont’s house at 155 Norfolk Road was lost to history 
when it was recently demolished.  According, it is important that the few that are left including the 
house at 263 Malton Road should be preserved.  Not only should it be preserved but so should the 
curtilage around it (particularly its front yard) and its connection to Malton Road via its driveway.  
The house needs room to breathe to maintain its context in this former rural community. 

 

                           

 

The Walker Family maintained a close contact with this land and continue to do so through the 
naming of Walker Place.  With the development of the vacant land in Walker Place, currently subject 
to Hornsby Council DA/431/2022, the house and its surrounds will be the last part of Portion 472 with 
an undisturbed connection to Francis Kingcott and the Walker family



 



 

  



 



 

  



 


