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THE MAY GENERAL MEETING WILL NOT BE HELD

Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions, the May General Meeting will not be held. The Trust will keep in touch
via email and our website and we hope to see members again at the August meeting.

FROM THE PRESIDENT, JANET McGARRY » »

What an interesting few months it has been since our
last newsletter in February! We have all become
familiar with social distancing, following guidelines to
safe guard the community’s health, and working from
home with virtual meetings. Whilst it often feels like we
are on a different planet right now, this time is also
good for reflection on the lives we lead, our
communities, our suburb and the environment around
us.

Walking in the bushland surrounding my home in
North Epping, | have met many neighbours, seen kids
learning to cycle bush tracks and families discovering
the beauty on our doorstep. There is a gentler, kinder
feeling in the community now that the pace of life is
different. | personally hope that continues post-
COVID19. This bears out the findings of our recent
survey into what facilities the community wants in the
town centre (see page 4). Our survey showed how
highly we value open space — and this has never been
better illustrated than in recent weeks when residents
of high density developments have made use of our
current parks in much higher numbers.

Less pleasant though has been hearing the whirr of
chainsaws almost daily. Some might be tidy-up
projects from trees damaged in recent storms, or
preparing wood for winter heating. But it is a worry to
think that some may be opportunistic clearing of trees
in our suburban gardens. Trees that can prove
inconvenient for redevelopment of blocks. Tree
applications to council continue to come in and set a
worrying trend that will lead to a much less green and
leafy suburb to come.

The other concerning matter is some emergency
legislation that was passed by State Parliament in early
April. This gave the Department of Planning the ability
to fast track developments across the city. The normal
consultative review processes would be swept away
and councils further marginalised from decision
making for their areas. Concerns have already been
voiced about possible outcomes. Let’s hope that it
doesn’t result in some contentious proposals around
Epping being waved through, as this will not lead to
the betterment of our area, or the principle of due
process.

Membership and Committee ™ P> = p o p bbb p b p b p

Just areminder that your membership of the Trust
for 2020 fell due in February. Thank you to everyone
who promptly renewed, but we do have a lot of
outstanding members (no doubt everyone’s mind
has been elsewhere in recent weeks!).

The Trust is totally reliant on membership dues and
donations in order to continue its work. You are
encouraged to renew on the website if possible but
members can also renew by mail with a cheque, or EFT
(but please fill in the usual membership form and email it
to us so we can mark you as renewed). You can find out
all the necessary information at https://eppingcivictrust.
org/membership

Many members give additional donations to the

Trust when renewing - you can now donate at www.
eppingcivictrust.org/donate-page but this needs to be a
separate transaction to the regular membership payment.
We suggest you renew first, then go to make a donation
secondly.

Committee: Welcome to new committee members Steve
Chaney and Inaara Jindani, who joined the committee in
February. But we still need more support especially as,
under the Constitution, the President, Janet McGarry,
needs to step down at the 2021 AGM and other
committee members may also step back. Without new
volunteers coming forward the Trust will face challenges
to continue. If you are interested in learning more and
getting involved please email us at
eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

Vole

The Trust would like to acknowledge our Auditor, Ray Barham,
who passed away in March 2020. Ray (who was also the auditor

for our sister body, Beecroft Cheltenham Civic Trust) was

E% BMM reappointed at the February 2020 AGM, after auditing our 2019




Development Applications

1. 242-244 Beecroft Road (currently empty site next to

7/11 Garage) — also known as the Landcom development:
This land is owned by the government’s Landcom body and
they are pursuing a proposal for another 450 units in three
towers. This is strongly opposed by the Trust. It is still grinding
its way through the planning process as it is designated a
State Significant proposal, and sits with the Department of
Planning. The City of Parramatta opposed the proposal on the
grounds that the site should have a much higher proportion of
commercial space and bring jobs back to Epping, but there are

Planning Panel on 6 May. Papers lodged for the meeting show
council support for the proposal, which is very disappointing.
This is a very large development with senior living and aged
care in a large tower facing the railway line, and a new school
facing Oxford Street, next to the Catholic Church. The Trust
made submissions on a wide range of concerns with the
original plans. The height of the new tower is particularly
concerning (29 storeys instead of zoned 22 storeys).

interesting new documents available showing that Landcom
rebutted this opposition. There is also a photomontage of
what the end development might look like. We will continue to
monitor this proposal but have grave concerns that the State
government will just waive it through to the next stage, which

is the sale of the site to a developer.

Indicative
development on
Landcom site

2. 21-23 Norfolk Road (DA/745/2019) — Childcare centre:
This DA was refused by the Planning Panel, but is going to
the Land and Environment Court in June. The applicant has
lodged an amended DA with Council. The Trust continued to
have concerns especially with flood risks on the site and traffic

on this busy road.

3. 29-33 Oxford St — Our Lady Help of Christians school
site (DA/586/2018): At the time of writing, this DA is due to
be considered at a teleconference of the Sydney Central City

Our Wireless Heritage

WIRELESS WONDERS.
WORLD AT WORK.
WHAT EPPING HEARS.
- The Sydney Morning Herald
(NSW : 1842 - 1954) - 23 Feb 1920

The rounded world is fair to see; Seven
times folded in mystery. Cloaked in
mystery it is, indeed, when you realise that
you can, with receivers affixed...

trove.nla.gov.au

Are you connecting with family and

friends during this pandemic using

wireless phone technology? We can
thank our local heroes of long past

who paved the way......

It was reported one hundred years ago

that an amateur wireless operator, Mr
J.A. Pike, an Epping resident who lived
in Rawson St, played an integral part

in connecting people to the world. He
had installed a small flagpole in his front
garden connected to an old tree with a
wire, standing some 25 feet (7.5m) high.
It was not a towering aerial, but rather a
scaled down version of something like a
backyard clothesline, designed and built
by himself. He would listen from the small
receiving set, and hear distant messages
from far afield places such as America,
the Philippines and Germany.

Like other amateurs in Sydney, he was
not allowed to transmit messages nor
divulge what he heard due to government
secrecy laws (unlike his English
counterparts who could send messages

29 - 33 Oxford Street
- Our Lady Help of
Christians school site

from the end of WW1). Mr Pike’s success
was noted back in 1910 when he was
able to pick up signals from a naval
vessel on the far side of New Zealand — it
earned him a trip to America as a wireless
operator on a large passenger ship.

Searching on the old SANDS postal
directory, Mr Pike’s property would have
been located on the western side of
Rawson Street, between Carlingford

Rd and Bridge St Epping (in close
proximity to the Rawson St roundabout
intersection).

Source: Trove Digitized Newspapers
- National Library of Australia: Sydney
Morning Herald, 23 Feb 1920 Page 6.

Website: https://trove.nla.gov.au/
newspaper/article/15883155




City of Parramatta Council News

1. Dence Park — Epping Aquatic Centre: At the April Council
meeting, a key paper was passed which starts the ball rolling on
council implementing the Dence Park Masterplan. In particular,
it progressed the first stage which is the works at the pool,
including a new 8 lane outdoor pool (rebuilt in place of the
current pool), new toddler water play area and an indoor 25
metre pool. The funding (from developer contributions primarily)
is in place for this work. However, some questions were raised
about sufficient funding of the new proposed building (pool
office, new change rooms, lift access, café and gym). This
section is integral to the whole project. The works are due to be
completed by the end of 2022, so watch out for detailed designs
to come.

2. The Epping to Carlingford Cycleway: This proposal
originally exhibited in late 2019, was subject to a lot of comment
by local residents, and a number of meetings with councillors
and council staff. A paper went to the April council meeting
which recommended an amended proposal, but this proposal
was deferred for consideration at the May meeting.

3. Council Planning Documents: In late March, the Council
passed its Draft Local Strategic Planning Statement which

it was under time pressure from the State Government to
complete (they get additional payments for meeting a schedule).
The Trust raised several important issues with the draft
presented to council and some amendments were subsequently
made before it passed. There is no word yet though on two
other key council plans - the Housing and the Community
Infrastructure statements.

4. Epping Community Centre — Council is continuing to work
on this new important community facility in the former Boronia
Function Centre, next to Coles car park. A second DA was
lodged for works on the site including an outdoor deck facing
Boronia Park for use by a proposed café on site. The Trust is
keen to see this facility open, but raised concerns about the
café operating hours and impacts on Boronia Park.

5. Boronia Park — on a more positive note, council has

allocated $35,000 of funding in this financial year for nesting
boxes in the park. This is very welcome as this is an important

space in the town centre and this will encourage increased birds
and wildlife.

6. Local Works — Council completed a new path through Forest
Park which improves access into the park from Blaxland Road.

<« Flowers in Forest
Park - the Salvias
are lovely!

>
Anzac Memorial -
Forest Park

7. Street Trees: The City of Parramatta Council has sent

out letters to residents in relation to the street tree planting
instigated in response to the Epping Civic Trust's requests. It is
anticipated these street trees will be planted in mid-May. A local
resident has advised that the Council will also be planting 35
street trees in Norfolk Road, Epping. Council has advised that

a Lemon Scented Gum tree removed 2 May from Council land
at 7 Epping Road will be replaced in the spring plantings. We
continue to advocate for more street tree plantings along Epping
Road and throughout other parts of Epping.

<« 7 Epping Road -
lemon scented
gum before removal

V After tree removal

Members who have
concerns about issues in

Epping are always free to Councillor Donna Davis
contact the Trust through Phone: 0447 745 402

Phone: 0416 035 817

elected representatives,
here are their contact
details:

USEFUL City of Parramatta Council, Hornsby Shire Council,
PO Box 32, Parramatta NSW 2124 PO Box 37 Hornsby NSW 1630
CONTACTS y

Councillor Lorraine Wearne Councillor Emma Heyde

lwearne@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au eheyde@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

our email or website. ddavis@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au vdelgallego@hornsby.nsw.gov.au
However, if you have Councillor Bill Tyrrell Councillor Michael Hutchence
issues that you would Phone: 0488 666 335 Phone: 0466 008 375

prefer to discuss with our btyrrell@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au mhutchence@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Phone: 0403 589 722

Councillor Vince del Gallego
Phone: 9847 6666

Member for Epping, Dominic Perrottet
Suite 303, level 3, 51 Rawson Street, Epping
Phone: 9877 0266 Email: epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au




Epping Civic Trust Community Facilities Survey » > p b bbb b b p

In late 2019 and early 2020, the Trust
conducted a survey with members and
residents seeking input on community
facilities in the town centre. The survey
was sparked by the Department of
Planning refusing a Planning Proposal
for a very large development on the
corner of Epping and Blaxland Roads
(where Tuffy Mufflers used to be, and
known as the Austino site). This site
includes the old Epping Bowling Club
which is zoned for Public Recreation,
not residential development. The
proposal was for much higher buildings
than in the Local Environment Plan for
this area and changing the zoning of
the bowling club area (and subsequent
loss of this pubic open space).

Thank you to all of you who took

the survey — there were over 700
responses. The results showed great
support for more community facilities
and green open space especially at
this location. There was not one clear
type of facility everyone wanted, which
really reflects how much is needed
across the suburb for the increased
population, rather than failure of
consensus.

Over 350 people offered written
comments on what they would like to
see, and we have categorised these
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into 10 main areas (see graph). There
were many terrific suggestions that
showed a vision for Epping that has
been sorely lacking from the planning
of the town centre to date. There was
definitely a push for open space and
recreational facilities (of a wide nature),
as well as facilities that offer people the
chance to relax and unwind, like a café
or outdoor performance space.

The Trust has now met with
representatives from our State MP’s
office (Dominic Perrottet), and has
presented the findings to the Lord

Mayor and CEO from City of
Parramatta, as well as our local
councillors. Interestingly, we learnt
that council staff are planning an
investigation and report into delivering
more open space for the eastern side
of Epping. They are also reviewing
the future use of the old bowling club
site. We stressed that community
consultation is vital, and that this

site (some or all of it) is really the
only major opportunity to deliver a
substantive project.

Report from Emma Heyde - Hornsby Shire Councillor

25,000 trees program - a win for North Epping:
Congrats North Epping! You’re the suburb with
the most residents (77%) who said YES to a tree
on the nature strip, followed by Brooklyn at 27%.
Locals making the decisions: Much rural land has been

eaten up already by over-55s developments. | argue that
Council should seek a permanent exemption from the state

planning rules that allow these developer-driven projects.
Local councils and their communities should be in charge
of what gets built and where!

Home-delivered books: Council's wonderful librarians have
found a way of getting books to readers. They will choose
for you - or you can choose your own - and the books will
be delivered to you. Search 'Hornsby Library Pick Drop
Service' to find out more.
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Just a reminder that your membership of the Trust for 2020 fell due in February. Thank you to everyone

who promptly renewed, but we do have a lot of outstand
elsewhere in recent weeks!). Full details see page 1.

ing members (no doubt everyone’s mind has been
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Proposed Ordinary General Meeting
dates for 2020

Tuesday 18 August, Tuesday 17 November
at 7.30pm

Church of Christ Hall, 31 Bridge Street,
Epping




