
Community Facilities Survey

Conducted between December 2019 - January 2020



Survey Background

• Run online between Dec 2019 and January 2020

• Promoted to residents of Epping

• Asked about what the Community would like to see happen with 
the large site bounded by Epping and Blaxland Roads, including 
the old Bowling Club site. This has been subject to a Planning 
Proposal which was turned down by the Department of Planning 
in late 2019, and includes an area zoned for public recreation 
space. 





Artist’s impression of the proposal submitted by the 
developer, Austino, for the site 



Survey Response

• 728 completed responses
• 85% live in 2121 postcode, 5% in 2119, 4% in 2122, 6% other
• 63% female, 37% male
• 61% families, 23% couple, 11% single, 5% other
• 49% respondents under 50 years old



Q.1 Do you support the Government (Federal, State or Local) 

taking steps to acquire the Austino  site for community use? 



ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES RESPONSE  
PERCENTAGE

No land acquired, but the State Govt and Parramatta council ensure that no changes 

can  be made to the Bowling Club public recreation zoning to allow development there
38 5.29%

None of the above 26 3.62%

Only 725 Blaxland Road, Epping - the former Epping Bowling Club site (a 6,650 m² area  

currently zoned as RE1 Public Recreation land)
72 10.01%

The whole site at 2-16 Epping Road, 2-4 Forest Grove and 725 Blaxland Road, Epping  

(including former Tuffy Mufflers, the old Bowling Club and the houses that used to front  

Epping Road)

583 81.08%

Q2 If yes, how much of the site would you like to see
acquired?



ANSWER CHOICES AVERAGE RESPONSE  
PERCENTAGE

A mix of public green open space and a regional indoor sports facility 362.75 21.12%

A mix of public green open space and playing fields with outdoor sporting facilities  

(basketball courts for instance)
498 29.00%

A mix of public green open space, a regional indoor sports facility and outdoor 

sporting  facilities
387.75 22.58%

Public green open space (adjacent to Forest Park) 469 27.31%

Q3 If all of the site was acquired by the council or 
government, what public facilities would you  like to 
see there? Please rank the following in order of 
preference, 1 being the option you like  the most and 4 
the least preferred.



ANSWER CHOICES AVERAGE RESPONSE
PERCENTAGE

A regional Indoor sports facilities e.g. sports centre 323.25 19.47%

Playing fields or outdoor sporting facilities (such as 
basketball courts)

445 26.81%

Public green open space only (such as an extension to 
Forest Park)

496.5 29.91%

Public open space and children's play space 395.25 23.81%

Q4 If only SOME of the site was acquired by council or 
government (e.g the old Bowling Club),  what public 
facililties would you like to see there? Please rank the 
following in order of  preference, 1 being the option you 
like the most and 4 the least preferred. 



Q5 Please tell us any other community facilities that 
you would prefer to see on some or all of the site. 

Over 350 answers



A dedicated fenced off leash dog 
park! Epping sadly lacks an off leash 

dog park that is not shared with 
sporting clubs. This makes it very 
difficult to exercise dogs as dogs 

are always given the lowest priority 
in the use of green spaces.

Quality multiple community picnic 
shelters, BBQs, children and teenage 

play space (like near YMCA but 
actually in the town centre), water 
park, creative sand play, basket ball 
courts, wall to kick a soccer ball or 

hit a tennis ball on, a row of walking 
gym equipment

Community vegetable garden 
and small training workshop 

facility for environmental 
education. Cafe with 

community veggies used.

BQB areas, small dense bushland 
areas, refuge for local wildlife, 
with pedestrian access such as 

discovery walkways and pathways 
for the local community to enjoy.

Lots of tall trees to help people 
breathe - A large open rotunda 
type building for yoga. A large 
screen and sound for movies, 
carols back drop and Zumba 

fitness classes

No sporting facilities, thanks. And we 
have enough playgrounds for children. 

It’s time to start providing for older 
teens, young adults and other adults. 

Not every space needs to be about 
children. Why not have something 

that incorporates the diverse cultures -
Chinese gardens .... maybe some 
facilities for cooking classes, yoga 

space .... Lectures .... an art space .... 
sport is overrated 



Cafe with indoor and outdoor 
seating on the site and improved toilet
facilities, as well as more extensive play 
equipment for kids 3 - 16 years, e.g bike 

riding track, flying fox, large climbing
structure.

It would be great to have facilities 
that can host after-school care 

that picks up kids from school and 
lets them do sports in an 

controlled environment (indoor). 
This sport facility can also be used 
by others in other hours. Similar 

to YMCA near Epping West public 
school. 

Beautiful gardens with a Pond or 
water feature for our displaced 

wildlife. A cafe and even farmers 
markets would be lovely to bring 
back some life to Epping instead 

of concrete on concrete.

Sporting areas that can be 
used by all - basketball and 

tennis courts. 

Amphitheatres and outdoor structures – a 
bushy community centre, a nice cafe in the 

park setting that can provide a place for 
concerts and create a natural and icon place

in Epping; a hub for with major music 
programme such as concerts, marching band

s parades etc. in a natural setting for its
uniqueness. 

Skate park. There is has been a 
major increase in community of 
children with scooters, bikes & 

skateboards. We currently make 
the drive (as well as a lot of others 
in the community) to the amazing 

park at Meadowbank. 



We need a bigger library, 
unbelievable, we have such 
small library for such a big 

suburb.

A community hall, such as the Epping 
Community Centre. It is often booked 
out so more space would help Epping 

out.

Indoor swimming centre or develop 
Dence Park to include indoor for 

year round use



Q6 Should none of the site be acquired, do you have other 
suggestions for alternative sites that could be acquired for 
public recreation land close to Epping Town Centre? 

Site along Beecroft Rd (north of 
service station) where proposed 
over-development was/is to 
occur

The space around the Epping Library can be 
converted into a bigger library surrounded 
by open space for picnics and play. Expand 
Dence Park and provide more facilities 
around the pool

There doesn't appear to be any as
we are swamped by apartment 
blocks. If there is, please tell me 
where.

There is no alternative to this 
site - it must be this site

There clearly are NONE


