EPPING CIVIC TRUST

NORTH EPPING SUB-COMMITTEE

PO Box 271 Epping 1710

www.eppingcivictrust.org
eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

Parramatta City Council has started the process of
establishing the future of the whole Dence Park site by
engaging consultants to run a master planning process,
and report back to Council in 2019. The process is outlined
on the council website: https://www.cityofparramatta.nsw.
gov.au/recreation-environment/our-parks/park-and-reservemasterplans/dence-park-masterplan
The first step was a community survey on residents’ vision for
the site, which closed on 5 November. This will be followed by
community consultation – the Trust urges locals to be vocal
during this process. Both the users of the creative centre and the
Save Epping Pool group continue to advocate the revitalisation
of this site with proper levels of investment by council

Useful
Contacts

Members who have
concerns about issues
in Epping are always
free to contact the Trust
through our email or
website. However, if
you have issues that
you would prefer to
discuss with our elected
representatives, here
are their contact details:

FROM THE PRESIDENT, JANET McGARRY ►►
Development continues to ramp up in Epping, and the
community (especially on the east side of the railway line)
faces daily challenges with traffic, noise and construction
congestion. The development applications continue to be
lodged, despite motions passed at council to try and
contain them within the current zoning. Whilst it can be
demoralising to try and contest these applications, the
Trust takes seriously its role in being a voice for the
community and trying to hold these developments to
account.

►
►
►

Councillor Lorraine Wearne
Phone: 0416 035 817
lwearne@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Donna Davis
Phone: 0447 745 402
ddavis@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Bill Tyrell
Phone: 0488 666 335
btyrell@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Vince del Gallego
Phone: 9847 6666
vdelgallego@hornsby.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Emma Heyde
Phone: 0403 589 722
eheyde@hornsby.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Michael Hutchence
Phone: 0466 008 375
mhutchence@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Member for Epping, Damien Tudehope
Suite 303, level 3, 51 Rawson Street, Epping
Phone: 9877 0266
epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au

EPPING CIVIC TRUST

www.eppingcivictrust.org
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3. General Business

It is clear to the Trust that the only way to try and prevail
when battling DAs is to engage expert advice on specific
issues like planning, traffic and heritage.
This takes resources and the Trust needs your help as its
funds will otherwise be quickly exhausted.
Encourage neighbours and friends to join eppingcivictrust.org/membership
Make an additional donation to the Trust - email us
for how on eppingcivictrust@gmail.com
If you have professional expertise, please
volunteer your skills

Hornsby Shire Council,
PO Box 37 Hornsby NSW 1630

PRESIDENT: Janet McGarry (0408 071 707)
VICE PRESIDENT: Mike Moffatt (0421 859 070)
TREASURER: Alan Swales (02 9869 1954)
PO BOX 2509, Carlingford Court 2118

2. Community Facilities - report on the results of the survey run by the Trust

Expert Reports ► ► ► ► ►

City of Parramatta Council,
PO Box 32, Parramatta NSW 2124

eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

AGENDA: 1. Infrastructure: The Hon John Alexander MP, Federal member for Bennelong,
will address the meeting on local issues including the importance of infrastructure
planning (in his role as Chair of the House of Representatives Standing Committee on
Infrastructure)

 North Epping Sports Facility - ensuring its utilization all year
round
 The upgrade of Ron Payne Park
 Neighbourhood clean ups
 North Epping Kindergarten rent
 Nirimba Avenue park enhancement
 Prospect of a street library
 Lobbying council for funds for tree planting
 Lobbying for continuous loop service of 295 bus

DENCE PARK MASTER PLAN

Ordinary General Meeting dates for 2018
Tuesday 20 November at 7.30 pm
Date for 2019:
AGM and General Meeting Tuesday 19 February

Church of Christ Hall,
31 Bridge Street, Epping

November 2018

NEXT MEETING: ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING of the Epping Civic Trust
will be held on TUESDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2018
in the Church of Christ Hall 31 Bridge Street Epping at 7.30pm.

If you live in North Epping,
and would like to be involved,
please email the Trust at
eppingcivictrust@gmail.com
Whilst the Epping Civic Trust includes North Epping, it has
been suggested by North Epping residents that a group
be formed to take on lobbying for this area. Therefore,
the Trust has formed a sub-committee of locals who will
be dedicating their efforts towards enhancing the unique
character of North Epping.
The sub-committee will work with the Hornsby Shire
councillors, to keep up to date with what is planned for the area
and to lobby for facilities for the community. Some projects
already planned include:

Newsletter

In recent months, two trends have emerged that the community
should consider carefully. There are now two DAs under
consideration for aged care and senior living units in high rise
towers, and more may yet emerge. These are developments on
church-owned land which seek to utilise the permissible zoning.
Questions that could be asked are whether members of the
community want to live in high-rise towers in their older years?
Are there safety guidelines around this type of development?

-

Are the religious organisations pursuing these developments
acting in the interest of their local community? Maybe there
should be a broader discussion about the long-term impact of
this type of development?
The other distressing trend in recent weeks is the opportunistic
moves to clear trees off various sites around Epping. This is
happening at a small level on individual blocks, but more
worrying still were two site clearings on development blocks
(see item on next page). Surely as a community we should be
discussing how to save mature trees, not remove them? And
where are the council protections when needed? Maybe they
need to take a test case against illegal removal to show that
wholesale tree destruction will not be tolerated?
The Trust is working hard to raise awareness at all levels of
what is needed now - council to listen and act in our
interest. Please spread the word by encouraging
neighbours and friends to join us:
www.eppingcivictrust.org

TREE SUB-COMMITTEE
The Epping Civic Trust Tree Subcommittee has been formed to provide a
focus for activities supporting retention
and improvement of vegetation in the
area. This sub-committee reports to
the Epping Civic Trust committee, and
welcomes new members from the Trust.
The sub-committee has identified its key
activities to be:

 Preparation for new Development Control Plan (DCP) - Proactively
work with Council on a new Development Control Plan including
tree and vegetation preservation orders for the amalgamated Council
including areas which have different tree policies at present. Include
environmental effects by gathering relevant resources e.g. sourcing a
heat map resulting from the lack of tree canopy.
 Monitoring and follow-up of tree removal (permits) and replacement
 Monitoring DAs for tree removal - advocate for compliance in DAs for
the deep soil space to allow the retention and planting of mature trees.
 Protecting and replacing street trees, for example at development
sites
 Protecting trees near bushland from removal due to subdivision
 Educating the public: lobby for tree preservation information on
Council Rate notices. Encourage reporting of any illegal tree removal
(in Parramatta local government area please phone 1300 617058)

www.eppingcivictrust.org

www.facebook.com/eppingcivictrust/
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Development Applications ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ►
PASSED

REFUSED

OUTSTANDING DAs (continued)

44-48 Oxford Street, Epping
After a lengthy fight by the local community opposing its
demolition, the heritage cottage in Oxford Street is now likely
to be lost as the DA was passed by the Sydney Central City
Planning Panel in September. The decision was 2 to 1, with
Councillor Sameer Pandey (the council representative on the
panel) voting against.
As we go to print, the Trust has appealed to City of Parramatta
council to take the matter to the Land and Environment Court
(following a council motion in August that they would investigate
legal appeals if the DA was passed).
Thank you to all in the community who have worked to oppose
this DA. Fears now are that the cottage will be demolished but
the development will not immediately proceed – leaving an
empty site and an awful outcome for Epping.

34 Boronia Avenue, Epping
This DA proposed a day surgery two storey building near the
roundabout on Midson Road/Boronia Ave. Local residents
approached the Trust for support in opposing the DA as an
inappropriate development on a largely residential street. The
Local Planning Panel refused the application in September.
Initially the developer lodged an appeal to the Land and
Environment Court but subsequently withdrew it.
The Trust advocates that facilities like this are better suited
to the Epping Town Centre, to contribute to commercial
usage, which is badly needed to achieve a better mix with the
residential developments around the railway station.

Our Lady Help of Christians

24-36 Langston Place
This DA was for a very narrow, high residential tower fronting
Langston Place. The Trust opposed the plans on a number of
grounds including height, poor street frontage, lack of solar
access to many units and generally poor design. However, at
the second planning panel meeting on the application it was
passed. This will be the fourth tower so far for the Langston
Place precinct (3 towers to be built by Cbus have already been
approved), and this part of Epping is shaping up to be very
densely packed.

OTHER PLANNING ISSUES

►►►►►

Tree Removal

Artist’s impression of
15-19 Essex St Epping Development

Artist’s impression
of OLHC
Development
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This DA proposes a new primary school building facing Oxford
Street, and new parish hall on the other side of the existing
church. But the back of the site (facing Cambridge) is proposed
to have a 29 storey tower block, comprising of 5 floors of aged
care, and the rest Senior Living units (over basement car
parking).
The Trust has made a submission opposing the current plans
mainly due to height – it exceeds the zoned height for this area
by 34% and would be the tallest proposed building in this area.
As such it sets a precedent for further DAs wanting to go way
over the height limit.
A conciliation conference has been scheduled for 15th
November as more than 7 submissions have been received.

Bike routes planned: Council has planned new cycling
routes within and between suburbs. Check the maps and
complete a survey at http://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/
lifestyle/sports-and-recreation/biking/20172018-bike-planreview. This survey is important because we don't want bike
paths that are dangerous or in the wrong places.
Email eheyde@hornsby.nsw.gov.au for more
information on any of the above.

Unveiling of Alex McAndrew
Memorial in Loftus Square Park

Bushcare Groups

Before
and after

Trees were recently
removed at both 21 Derby
Street (before DA
approval for the full site) and at 52 Essex Street. The
latter was under a 2014 DA which was passed just before
this part of the road became a Heritage Conservation
Area.
The Trust sees these actions by developers as a wilful
disregard for due process. Both were reported to Council,
and the Trust urges the Council to take legal action on
any breaches of consent or illegal tree removal. While
developers feel they can get the jump on development
decisions, and will only face a reprimand or no sanction
at all, they will continue to act this way.

Watch Council Meetings live: You can watch Council
meetings as they happen, or watch afterwards online.
You can see which way councillors vote (also shown in
the Minutes) and listen to residents speaking on items
of concern. In Public Forum, you can speak on anything
important to you. http://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/council/
about-council/meetings

15-19 Essex Street, Epping

Uniting Care – 43-53 Oxford Street

– Emma Heyde

Kerbside cleanups: do you want a new system?
Council is deciding on its waste collection and disposal
contracts. One of the decisions is whether to move to a
scheduled service for bulky waste services instead of the
two collections a year. Please contact your councillors
about your preferences. Some thoughts on the current
system • booking online was a hassle
• the system works: if it ain't broke, don't fix it
• people scavenging items off piles on clean up day is a
good thing!
Councillors will decide whether to move to a new system,
with advice from the Council Waste Manager.

OUTSTANDING DAs (have been exhibited)

This updated DA seeks to increase the number of storeys of
the development to 7 (from the 5 storeys allowed) and seeks
removal of an excessive number of trees.

Report from Hornsby Council

Artist’s impression
of 43-53 Oxford
Street Uniting Care
Development

This is another application for an aged care/senior living high
rise development. Again, it goes over the allowable height,
this time by 4 storeys/26%. But of more concerned was a very
poor design - a large block like structure, with no ground level
outdoor space (only a rooftop terrace likely to be wind-affected).
The building takes up almost the entire site and requires
removal of three very mature indigenous trees.

If you are interested in joining
a Bushcare group in the City of
Parramatta Council area, the
email contact is bushcare@
cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au They
have natural resources officers
and Bushcare coordinators, and
meet at different times to work on
bushcare, weeding, planting and
bush regeneration. A recent notable
achievement by a local Scout group
is the planting of 1,000 plants in
the area near the Scout Hall at Plympton Road, Carlingford. The
Scouts have undertaken to look after the new plants.
Local groups including the Epping Civic Trust put in a proposal to
Ausgrid for tree replacement following their removal of about 13
trees in Pembroke Street, Epping. The proposal was successful
and Ausgrid provided $1000 towards tree replacement. Under the
direction of the City of Parramatta Council’s Bushcare groups, a
number of plants, including well established trees, were planted
along Terry’s Creek. These will be monitored by a local Bushcare
group to ensure their survival. Unfortunately, the trees could not
be planted in Pembroke Street because there is no Bushcare
group currently managing this area to ensure continuing care.

In a project initiated by the Trust, a memorial was unveiled
on Saturday 13 October for the late Alex McAndrew who was
a highly respected local author and historian who made a
substantial contribution to recording and preserving our area’s
past history by producing many books about Epping and its
surrounds.
The memorial itself consists of a bronze plaque inserted in
ground level flagstones backed by sandstone reflection seating
blocks and a native garden.
The Trust would like to thank the City of Parramatta Council
and the Loftus Square Park Committee for their support of this
project.
On a historical note, Loftus Square was named for Baron Loftus,
who was Governor of New South Wales from 1879-1885. The
area centred on Loftus Square was first developed in 1881 as
Brushgrove Estate, with the house blocks facing the Square.
It was promoted as a healthy rural location with wonderful
views and proximity to the proposed Great Northern Railway.
Prospective purchasers were offered a free coupon for a picnic
lunch!
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