Report from Hornsby Council

West Epping Park opens

– Emma Heyde

L to R - Mayor Andrew Wilson, Councillors Donna
Davis, Lorraine Wearne and Bill Tyrell

The redeveloped West Epping Park was officially opened
in March by the Mayor of the City of Parramatta after more
than $11 million was spent on major renovations. All weather
sports fields, a large children's playground, BBQ and picnic
tables and extensive landscaping has transformed the space.
Whilst the trees may take a few years to grow and give
sufficient shade, there is no doubt that Epping will need more
of these types of facilities in order to provide sufficient outdoor
recreation space for the increased population.

The new Hornsby Council has a strong voice with support
from the community, and it is focussed on doing something
about overdevelopment, congestion and tree loss. Council
notes its budget is in deficit as a result of the loss of the area
south of the M2. Council did not support a proposal to build
2,900 new homes on rural land in South Dural, and will review
the way it presents information on DAs so residents can more
easily find out how to make a submission, who will decide the
DA and the value of the DA. Council will request that the Chair
of the new Hearing and Assessment Panel hold deliberations
in front of residents. Council will publicly exhibit its Community
Strategic Plan, Delivery Program and Fees & Charges
document from 16 April to 14 May.
In future, Council will be discussing how we can change our
planning controls to get better apartments, the Pennant Hills
Masterplan, affordable housing, the Cherrybrook station
precinct and medium density development.
Hornsby Council nursery will send out 50,000 native plants
grown from local seed for street trees, and to give to
residents. Hornsby’s waste contracts are up and it's time
to think about what happens to our rubbish, recycling and
organic waste. The new recycling centre at 29 Sefton Road
is open Tuesday - Saturday (it's free): it takes batteries, paint,
fluro light tubes, old phones and old computers.

Epping Aquatic Centre and Dence Park Update

Members who have
concerns about issues
in Epping are always
free to contact the Trust
through our email or
website. However, if
you have issues that
you would prefer to
discuss with our elected
representatives, here
are their contact details:

Councillor Lorraine Wearne
Phone: 0416 035 817
lwearne@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Donna Davis
Phone: 0447 745 402
ddavis@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Bill Tyrell
Phone: 0488 666 335
btyrell@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

Councillor Vince del Gallego
Phone: 9847 6666
vdelgallego@hornsby.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Emma Heyde
Phone: 0403 589 722
eheyde@hornsby.nsw.gov.au
Councillor Michael Hutchence
Phone: 0466 008 375
mhutchence@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Member for Epping, Damien Tudehope
Suite 303, level 3, 51 Rawson Street, Epping
Phone: 9877 0266
epping@parliament.nsw.gov.au

www.eppingcivictrust.org

Ordinary General Meeting dates for 2018:
Tuesday 15 May
Tuesday 21 August
Tuesday 20 November

PRESIDENT: Janet McGarry (0408 071 707)
VICE PRESIDENT: Mike Moffatt (0421 859 070)
TREASURER: Alan Swales (02 9869 1954)
PO BOX 2509, Carlingford Court 2118

Church of Christ Hall,
31 Bridge Street, Epping
at 7.30pm
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Representing the community since 1971

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, 15 MAY, 2018 in the
Church of Christ Hall, 31 Bridge Street, Epping at 7.30pm.
Kindly note that only financial members are eligible to vote.
AGENDA: ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING
Come along to this general meeting - two important topics will be discussed
with guest speakers:
1. Our Lady Help of Christians, Oxford Street: Hear about the church’s plans for
the primary school and the development of aged care facilities on this site.
The Project Manager, Alison McDonagh will outline the proposal, and Father
Peter will be there to talk about the Church’s vision.
2. Epping Traffic Study - due to be released just before the meeting, in which
case a representative of City of Parramatta will outline its findings. This study
is critical to future traffic infrastructure and developments in the Epping Town
Centre.
3. General Business

FROM THE PRESIDENT, JANET McGARRY
Hornsby Shire Council,
PO Box 37 Hornsby NSW 1630

eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

www.eppingcivictrust.org

1. Approve new constitution
2. Approve incorporation of the Trust
3. Nominate the Public Officer of the Trust

City of Parramatta Council,
PO Box 32, Parramatta NSW 2124

EPPING CIVIC TRUST

PO Box 271 Epping 1710

AGENDA: SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING

The pool has operated successfully this summer, with a big increase in
usage. The Council has therefore decided to keep it open through winter
(the first time since 2013) which will allow learn to swim lessons and
squads continuity of use. Save Epping Pool Group had lobbied for this
over the last three years. In February, the council ran a survey asking
residents and pool users for input on the facility and the Dence Park area.
Over 880 responses were received, much higher than typically obtained
from Council surveys. The results will contribute to the Council's Master
Plan for the area, due to start later this year.

Useful
Contacts

EPPING CIVIC TRUST

Renewal and Focus
At the Trust’s AGM in February, a new committee
was elected, and many long serving members
stepped down. I was honoured in being ask to stand
as President, and with other new committee
members, hope this brings a new energy and focus
to the work of the Trust, in challenging times for our
area.
I would like to play tribute to the Trust’s long time
President, Graham Lovell. He has given decades of
service to this community and been a steady hand at
the helm of the Trust through thick and thin. Greatly
respected by local representatives at council and
state level, he ensured the Trust was an active voice
for the community. The Trust thanks him for his
great contribution and wishes him well. We hope he
will be able to come to a General Meeting later in the
year where we can acknowledge him.
In addition, former Vice President, Graham Medhurst
has stood down as he is moving away from the area.
Graham has been at the forefront of the Trust’s
recent work on planning and development
applications, often a thankless task. His knowledge
has meant that the Trust has put forward thoughtful
and considered views on DAs and represented the

greater interests of local residents in the face of
relentless development.
In the spirit of change, there are new ways to learn
about the work of the Trust and make your
contribution. Read more on our new website in this
newsletter. You can also see us on Facebook at
facebook.com/eppingcivictrust – please follow our
page so you hear quickly on important matters.
Council gives residents very short timeframes to
respond to issues.
Finally, you will see enclosed with this newsletter
important information about a proposal to
incorporate the Trust, and to adopt a new
constitution. This has been prepared and is
endorsed by the committee as a necessary piece of
governance to bring the Trust up to best practise for
community organisations. We have been guided by
the Department of Fair Trading in this.
The General Meeting on 15 May will consider this
proposal, and be asked to vote to accept both the
new constitution and the incorporation of the Trust.
If you have any questions, on this or any other
matter concerning the Trust, please do not hesitate
to email me at eppingcivictrust@gmail.com

20/04/2018 10:57:38 AM

PLEASE
NOTE

NEW CONSTITUTION FOR THE TRUST

A separate document describes the proposed Constitution for the Epping
Civic Trust to be incorporated. This is on the agenda for the next meeting.

Epping Town Centre - Development Report ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ►
Applications Passed: (continued)
Epping Public School: 27-33 Pembroke Street, Epping

► ► ► ► ► ► NEW WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE
www.eppingcivictrust.org

New buildings propsed
for Epping Public School

www.facebook.com/eppingcivictrust/

Despite representations from Trust member Margaret
McCartney to the Department of Education and the Sydney
Central City Planning Panel (SCCPP), on the need for a
larger-scale school upgrade coordinated with the needs of
the community, the Department of Education proposal for a
new school building of 3 storeys was approved by the SCCPP
in April. Matters of concern to the Trust were traffic, limited
parking and the capacity of the school to accommodate an
increase in student numbers as the redevelopment of the
Epping Town Centre progresses. The Trust regrets that an
opportunity has been missed to provide community facilities
and open space, but the Department of Education claimed
limited financial resources for this school upgrade.

The Trust’s website went live on March 10th. The new site
has been designed by Trust member Norman Jessup to
be easy to navigate and features some fine photography
by Trust member Brian Berry. The website works best with
desktop browsers, but has been designed to be viewed on
tablets and smart-phones also.
As with our former site, you will find helpful information
about what is happening in the Trust and around Epping.
An important aspect of the new site is a section of the
News area dedicated to major Development Applications,
enabling them to be tracked as they are announced
and progress through the planning process. As we all
know, Epping is facing tremendous changes and the

website provides a means of rapidly keeping everyone
informed about what is being proposed around the suburb.
Importantly, we hope this will assist and encourage readers
to make their views known to planning authorities, to help
avoid some of the worst excesses.
Please take a look at the new site, bookmark it and return
frequently to keep abreast of new developments. Please
follow the facebook page – a great way to stay connected
to the activities of the Trust!
The Trust intends to keep the website updated
frequently, and needs volunteers to assist loading
new pages and general maintenance. Please contact a
committee member if you can help.

2-4 Cambridge Street, Epping
The determination is for a deferred commencement. This
development will include 23 storey shop- top housing with
commercial space and 83 residential apartments.

Applications deferred:
44-48 Oxford Street, Epping

Under Consideration:
48-54 Beecroft Road, 49-53 Beecroft Road,
and 52-54 Rawson Street, Epping
Artist’s impression
of Rawson from
Beecroft Road

A proposal for this site (the first major one to be considered
on the west side of the railway line in the town centre)
was lodged in March. The Trust has lodged a substantial
critique of the proposal as currently mooted, and has also
met with the Mayor of the City of Parramatta to lodge
concerns.
One problem is that this proposal is being considered
before the important Epping Traffic Study is formalised.
This study needs to feed into a master plan for the streets
in this area that will lead to better, integrated development
that includes the key through-access way from the station
to Rawson Street and beyond. Piecemeal development
without integrated planning (as evident in this DA) will lead
to a poor outcome for residents of Epping. An example
here is the unsatisfactory pedestrian walkway proposed
from Beecroft to Rawson – located away from the
pedestrian bridge, including flights of stairs, and open to
the elements.
The Trust seeks strong support from the community in
opposing this DA in its current form.
8 Rawson Street, Epping – granny flat

Epping Town Centre - Development Report ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ►
The major development projects underway in the
Epping Town Centre are having impacts on residents
and those using the transport hub. The last few
months have been a busy time with some critical DAs
being lodged and considered. This is a summary of
the items that the Trust has been involved in.
Austino Proposal – Forest Park 2-18 Epping
Road, 2-4 Forest Grove and 725 Blaxland Road
In March, Save Epping’s Forest Park asked the Department
of Planning and Environment (DPE) for an update on the
progress of the Austino Planning Proposal. The DPE’s
Senior Planner, who will be responsible for reviewing the
Planning Proposal, advised they have not yet received the
Planning Proposal. This indicates the Sydney Central City
Planning Panel is still preparing the Planning Proposal to
be sent to the DPE. The City of Parramatta Council has
undertaken to get a formal valuation of the former Epping
Bowling Club site and Save Epping’s Forest Park requests
the ongoing support of Trust members to encourage the
Council to purchase this site.
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Applications Passed:
37-41 Oxford Street,
Epping
The Trust spoke against this
DA at the planning panel
as the first stage of a new
development was discussed
- the site envelope. Instead
of two smaller towers,
the developer now wants
one much higher tower
(exceeding the allowable
height limit by 30%) instead.
It was unfortunate that the
planning panel accepted
the developer’s arguments
and agreed to this as it sets
yet another precedent on
allowing these new buildings
to go up well in excess of
the LEP set heights.

This residential tower proposal
includes the demolition of the
heritage cottage that was
substantially restored in recent
years, and has operated as commercial premises. The
proposal has been before the Planning Panel twice in 2018
and been deferred both times. The Trust has actively opposed
the development as currently lodged. The cottage represents
a fine example of a late Victorian house and its location near
other heritage items on Oxford Street gives a glimpse of what
early Epping looked like.
The debate on the future of the cottage has centred on the
developer being encouraged to consolidate with the smaller
unit block next door - 48A Oxford Street – but not being able
to agree a purchase price with those owners. Consolidation
would allow new development around the cottage and offers
the best outcome for the community.
There was strong support by local residents through
submissions, a petition, meetings with council, and then
attendance at the panel meetings. Local councillors and
Damien Tudehope MP have been very active in also
supporting retention. The Trust will continue to lobby hard on
this proposal.

The Eastwood Epping Heritage Conservation Area (HCA)
was created to preserve the character of the area. The
Trust believes that this DA does not fulfil the conditions
of the HCA and it is not in keeping with the street’s
character homes. It will also have a negative impact on
the neighbouring property. Since the property is under
800 sqm, the extra development is inappropriate, and will
remove much of the garden space including mature trees.

Cityrail closure and bus replacements

The Epping to Chatswood rail link will close on
September 30 2018, for 7 months to construct the Metro
Northwest railway. While this occurs, buses will replace
trains, likely with increased travel times. We expect some
loss of parking to accommodate temporary bus zones in
Pembroke Street, Oxford Street and Langston Place.
Replacement bus routes are described at
http://www.mysydney.nsw.gov.au/node/3856
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