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Graham Lovell, President
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

We have invited Councillors for the Epping Ward of 
Parramatta City Council and the C Ward of Hornsby 
Shire Council to attend our next meeting on 
Tuesday 21 November. This will give Trust members 
an opportunity to meet and ask questions of the 
newly elected Councillors. Representing Epping 
Ward are Councillors Bill Tyrrell, Donna Davis and 
Lorraine Wearne. Representing C Ward are 
Councillors Michael Hutchence, Emma Heyde and 
Vince del Gallego.

It is pleasing to advise that Councillor Andrew 
Wilson was elected as Lord Mayor of Parramatta 
City Council for the ensuing two years.  Andrew has 
been a long-time supporter of the Trust.

Congratulations to The Honourable Philip Ruddock 
for his election as Mayor of Hornsby Shire Council. 
The Ruddock's have been closely connected to 
Hornsby Shire Council for many decades, since 
Philip’s father served as Mayor in 1961.

Meet your new councillors at our next meeting

AGENDA: Ordinary General Meeting   
1. Meet new Councillors for Epping Ward, Parramatta City Council 
    and C Ward, Hornsby Shire Council
2. Website update
3. Developments update
4. General business

Welcome to the November issue of the newsletter.

From our Councillors

As one of your new Epping Ward Councillors I would like 
to thank you for the opportunity to represent our local 
community. Since Epping was identified as an Urban 
Activation Precinct, there has been a lot of disruption to our 
suburb. I have been working hard with my ward colleagues to 
review the Epping Town Plan and to tackle the big issues of 
traffic management, heritage and environmental protection, 
increased open space and social infrastructure, as well as 
ensuring a balance of high density housing and commercial 
space. There are no quick fixes. In fact, much of the next 
three years will be spent determining the new Development 
Control Plans and Local Environment Plans for the new City 
of Parramatta.  Much of what we will be working towards 
will not reach fruition until 2020 and beyond. However, I 
am confident that with open lines of communication with 
the community, we will find ways to solve some of these 
challenges. I welcome your conversations and emails about 
any council matters. 
I can be contacted on 0447 745 402
or ddavis@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au 

► ►  ► ► ►

then and now

►
►

Donna Davis
A sincere thank you to all the members who assisted me with 
letterboxing and polling booth duties at the election. I am 
very happy to be representing you and all the new residents 
in City of Parramatta Council. We have much to do in the 
coming years, including finalising the Epping Town Plan and 
creating hubs and hearts for Epping. The community has a 
wish list, which I and my ward colleagues will do our best to 
make a solid start on.  A new library, improved community 
facilities, a masterplan for Dence Park, a community plaza 
and heart, improving and adding open space and parks 
where possible, are only a few of the goals. These outcomes 
will take us up to, and beyond the next election in 2020, but 
we will make a planned and productive start.
During the kilometres walked during the election campaign 
I became aware of the many streets without pavements 
and the underutilised areas of open space. I have already 
had a request for a community garden on one such area, 
which I think could be an excellent idea, providing active and 
productive outcomes and forming neighbourhood community 
relationships.  
I am of the view that it is time to PUSH BACK against the 
level of residential development happening in our area and 
to encourage more retail and commercial space as part of 
all new developments. We need schools, child care and 
community infrastructure, not to mention a solution to the 
traffic issues. These things need a productive relationship 
between all levels of government. Council can plan for great 
outcomes, but only the State and Federal Governments can 
fund major infrastructure.
A new LEP and DCP are the essential starting point to better 
control the type of development we are currently getting. 
Ordinary designs with no setbacks, no building separations 
and no gardens or trees to soften the landscape are the 
legacy that Hornsby left us. It is time to PUSH BACK. As a 
member of this community, I and my ward colleagues, look 
for your support to do this.
Contact me for any council matter on 0416 035 817 or 
lwearne@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au 

Lorraine Wearne

Artist impression of Parramatta light rail

Henry Brigg Playground - corner Essex St and Maida Rd, Epping 

Dence Park - Epping Aquatic Centre is open until 15 April 2018

Epping
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► ►  ► ► ► ► ► ► ► New Trust website
The design of our new website has progressed but at snail’s pace. Trust member Norman Jessup 
has taken up the role of project manager since our last report and has responded to an initial 
draft provided by the contractor, Creativ Digital. We are now waiting for a new draft incorporating 
the suggestions we have made.
Trust member Janet McGarry has been working on a Facebook site for the Trust and this has 
now been set up. However it will not become operational until the website is more advanced.

Epping Bowling Club site

Forest Park

Austino planning proposal - artist's impression

►
►

►

The Austino Planning Proposal for 2-18 Epping Road, 
2-4 Forest Grove and 725 Blaxland Road will not be 
progressed by the City of Parramatta Council (CoPC) 
until the Epping Traffic Study has been completed. The 
Traffic Study is to inform the CoPC about the density 
and urban design permissible on the site.  
Save Epping’s Forest Park Group has been advised that 
the Austino Property Group is expressing concerns about 
the time being taken to decide the outcome of this proposal 
and is agitating for the CoPC to be replaced by the 
Department of Planning and Environment as the Relevant 
Planning Authority. The CoPC considers this to be 
detrimental to the local community as the Department of 
Planning does not have the same level of local knowledge 
as the CoPC.  
The recent Epping Planning Review asked, “Should 
Council purchase the Bowling club site separate from the 
current planning proposal process?” This question received 
an overwhelming 131 responses, confirming that there is 
very strong community support in favour of purchasing the 
former Epping Bowling Club site and for CoPC not to 
progress the Austino proposal. In response, Amanda 
Chadwick, former Administrator for CoPC, announced the 
cost was prohibitive for the CoPC to purchase the Bowling 
Club site. Save Epping’s Forest Park Group has since 
learnt that a formal valuation was not completed to 
determine this and that obtaining a formal valuation would 
only be considered if CoPC was in a position to make an 
offer.  
The CoPC’s recent Draft Social Infrastructure Strategy 
clearly identifies there is insufficient public recreation land 

 
and open space for Epping residents. However, at this 
stage no locations have been identified by the CoPC to 
provide additional parks or open space for the growing 
population of Epping. Save Epping’s Forest Park Group 
therefore continues to advocate for the Bowling Club site to 
be retained as RE1 Public Recreation land. 

Austino Planning Proposal Update Epping Town Centre - Development Report ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► 

By Save Epping's Forest Park Group The redevelopment of Epping is progressing rapidly. 
This has apparently taken planners by surprise. The 
original plan put to the community was for 3750 new 
dwellings by 2036. This has since been revised to 4735 
new dwellings by the Department of Planning, without 
any further consultation. City of Parramatta Council is 
now suggesting that the figure may end up being closer 
to 10,000 units.
Since our last newsletter, the Sydney West Central Planning 
Panel (SWCPP) has approved the development application 
(DA) at 12-22 Langston Place. Council’s argument for 
the excessive height of this development was that it is 
acceptable because the floor space ratio has not been 
exceeded, and it allows for greater separation between 
the towers. Unfortunately Chambers Court was approved 
as the development’s driveway despite the protests of the 
Trust. However, it is understood that Council may review the 
access to this development when the future of the library 
precinct has been resolved.
The developer of 24-36 Langston Place has redesigned 
the proposed building and has lodged an amended DA 
with Council. Amendments include an increase in height to 
27 storeys and revised side-boundary setbacks, footprint, 
dwelling mix and façade design. Following assessment by 
Council, it will be determined by the SWCPP.
The amended DA at 30-42 Oxford Street (two 17 storey 
towers) will be determined by SWCPP on 1 November 2017.
The DA at 44-48 Oxford Street has not been active since 
June 2016. This application includes the demolition of a 
heritage cottage.
The private school redevelopment at 50 Oxford Street was 
approved by the SWCPP in September 2017.
The two major preliminary planning proposals in Rawson 
Street (45 storey) and the major proposal in Epping Road 
are still waiting for the outcome of Council’s traffic study.
The Department of Education has lodged a DA for the 
Epping Public School in Pembroke Street. The proposal 
is for the removal of demountable classrooms and the 
construction of a three-storey building to cater for an 
increase in students from 414 to 736. The Trust, together 
with the Save Forest Park Group and local Councillor Bill 
Tyrrell, have been in discussions with the Department 
concerning the adequacy of the extensions to cater for the 
growth in student numbers and the reduction in parking 
for teachers. Following assessment by Council, it will be 
determined by the SWCPP.
The unsuccessful developer of eight storey flats at  
12-14 Bridge Street has now taken action in the Land and 
Environment Court to have Council’s refusal overturned.

►
►

Draft amendments to Hornsby Development Control Plan
The City of Parramatta Council (CoPC) is exhibiting 
draft amendments to the Hornsby Development Control 
Plan (DCP) 2013 which propose to increase the level of 
protection of trees and vegetation. These amendments 
apply only to land within the CoPC which was 
previously part of Hornsby Council. The proposed key 
changes for residents are to:
• expand the tree species protected to match those listed 
   in the Parramatta DCP 2011
• maintain the current level of protection of vegetation and 
   land with biodiversity value provided by Hornsby DCP  
   2013. 
Currently, Hornsby Council’s policy only protects trees 
indigenous to the local area. Over the years, this has 

allowed the unfortunate removal of many large mature 
trees on the basis that they are not native to Epping. This is 
most tree species! The new policy will protect any tree 
higher than five metres, as long as it is not listed as a 
noxious tree such as privet, oleander and coral trees.
The draft amendments incorporate Boronia Park Epping 
and adjacent surrounds of the areas covered by the new 
policy. Given Boronia Park is currently clearly set within the 
boundaries of the CoPC, this aspect will need to be clarified 
with Council by the Trust.
CoPC is seeking public submissions concerning this 
proposal until 17 November 2017. 
www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/on-exhibition

Cranes in Epping

Oxford Street development site - former patisserie 
facade to remain

►

Example of new apartments
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