
 

 

 

Amended DA 485/2016 at 44-48 Oxford Street, Epping  

Epping Civic Trust Submission 4 Dec 2017 

The proposal to demolish the heritage cottage at 48 Oxford Street, Epping remains the stumbling 

block for this development. This cottage is protected under schedule 5 of the Hornsby LEP and is an 

important part of Epping's limited built heritage. It was successfully restored by the same developer 

to Hornsby Council specifications in 2010. The developer commented in their original application 

that the cottage has retained many original features. The proposal to demolish this item of heritage 

in favour of yet another block of flats was strongly opposed by the Epping Civic Trust in its earlier 

submission in July 2016 and no new compelling reasons are given in this amended application for its 

demolition. The Trust remains opposed to the demolition of this cottage. 

The City of Parramatta Council now has to decide whether to support the retention of this rare item 

of heritage in support of the community or to support the developer’s position. The Trust will be 

monitoring Councils deliberations on this issue and will consider organising broader community 

dissent if the Council decides on the latter position. 

There is an alternative plan and that is for the developer to acquire the property at 48A Oxford 

Street. It has been revealed in the amended application that this property is available for sale and 

that negotiations have been ongoing with the developer of 44-48 Oxford Street. The acquisition of 

this property would facilitate a redesign of the subject development and the placement of the 

heritage house at the centre of a public access area. Council is urged to support a mediation process. 

It is known that the owners of 48A want $4 million over the valuation for their property. However if 

they don’t reach agreement with the developer of 44-48 it is highly likely that their property will be 

hugely devalued as an isolated site?  

A side issue but a very important one is the proposal put up by this developer to remove two of the 

large and healthy street trees in front of the development site. These paperbark trees belong to the 

community, are highly valued and must remain. The Trust strongly opposes the removal of these 

trees. Again the Trust will consider organising broader community dissent if the Council decides to 

support the developer’s position on these street trees.  

The community strongly supported the Council in the recent review of the planning controls for the 

Epping Town Centre. It is now time for the Council to support the community in some of these more 

specific issues. 

Yours sincerely, 
Epping Civic Trust 

 

 

Graham Lovell 
President 


